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Report from the Chairman 
 
This is my first letter to you all as Chair.  I was appointed at the 2016 AGM and am still finding my way 
through the intricacies of this amazing society. I am deeply indebted to my predecessor Peter Clark and to 
Alastair MacLeay for all their support and advice.  In addition, our distinguished President, Michael 
McGarvie, has warmly welcomed me. 
 
It is a huge privilege to be asked to lead the Frome Society for Local Study. The membership now stands 
at over 430 members and the hard-working sub-committees arrange an outstanding programme of visits 
and lectures each year, as I am sure you are aware.  In addition, the Year Book, the publications, the 
plaques and events are all of a very high standard.  In Peter Clark’s final letter in Contact he stressed the 
importance of the Society being transparent and efficient.  The committee has taken on this task over the 
last year, producing a clear collection of procedures for each activity. The Constitution of the Society has 
been updated and will be presented to members for ratification.  The Society website is being updated and 
improved. 
 
The dedicated committee meet every month to deal with routine matters, but there is a limit to the tasks 
they can fulfil.  In particular, our hard-working Secretary wishes to stand down after 5 years of a major 
contribution. In addition, we are seeking additional volunteers who do not necessarily wish to be 
committee members, but who might be prepared to assist with one or more of our regular events or even 
suggest new areas to explore.  Examples of such positions include:- 
 

x Someone to gather together the information for Contact. 
x An individual prepared to assist with IT for magazines, social media and our new website.  
 
Please contact any member of the committee or myself if you would like to help in any way. 
 
The committee, volunteers and I all hope that you thoroughly enjoy another year of fascinating outings 
and enlightening lectures.   
 
Julian Watson 
 

                              Cockey Lamps                     

Frome had over 200 lamps made by Cockey and Sons of which about 
80 are thought still to be installed in the town. About 20 of these have 
been listed although this does not always protect them from urban 
vandalism. 

The Cockey lamp pictured left is in Sun Street. The Civic Society 
would like to record all the existing lamps, and then categorise them by 
type and condition. Please could any member, who would like to help,  
send an email to info@fsls.org.uk or contact Ric Swann or Alastair 
MacLeay (836595). 

  

mailto:info@fsls.org.uk
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Lecture Programme 2016/17 
 
All lectures start at 2.30pm except on 25 March 2017, 
when the lecture will be preceded by the Society's 
Annual General Meeting at 2.00pm.  Lectures are 
free for members, visitors £3.  
 
8 October 2016  David Warburton MP –  
My first year as a Member of Parliament 
 
David Warburton MP is a Fellow of the Royal Society of 
Arts and a member of Mensa.  He studied classical 
music composition and piano at the Royal College of 
Music followed by doctorate studies under Sir Harrison 
Birtwistle at King’s College London. 
 
Prior to becoming an MP David taught at the Royal 
College of Music followed by five years teaching music 
at an inner-city mixed community school.  He then set 
up a music technology company followed by two 
building and restoration companies and most recently, in 
2012 he co-founded the online business MyHigh.St, 
allowing local independent retailers to offer their 
products online.  MyHigh.St has since opened in many 
towns, including Frome, with over 150 local independent 
shops taking part.  David is an occasional volunteer 
organist for two Somerset churches on the Mendips. 
 
22 October 2016  Roger Turner –  
Capability Brown in the West Country 
 

Roger Turner is an architect 
and award winning landscape 
designer and author of books 
including “Capability Brown 
and the Eighteenth Century 
English Landscape and 
“Design in the Plant 
Collector’s Garden”.  Lancelot 
‘Capability’ Brown, the most 

famous and influential garden designer this country has 
ever produced, created some 170 landscaped parks 
during his lifetime.  In this talk Roger will describe the 
cultural background to the period, Brown’s life, his work 
in terms of style and techniques, along with comments 
on his legacy and his national and international 
significance with particular reference to his 
achievements in the West Country, the nearest of these 
being Longleat.  Copies of his books will be on sale.  
 
5 November 2016  David Lassman –  
Frome in the Great War 
 
This illustrated talk, based on David Lassman’s  book of 
the same name will cover the period 1914-1918.  David 
will describe the part the men, women and children of 
Frome played in the Great War; not only on the front 
lines, but also at home, where the war effort would be 
recognised nationally. Individual stories are weaved 
together with local and national events, to reveal the 
impact the war had on Frome and how the town was 

changed forever. There will be an opportunity to buy 
David’s book after his talk. 
 
David currently teaches a local history course on the 
town for Frome Community Education. In the 2015 
Frome Festival, he organised and presented the Frome 
Society for Local Study’s annual event, entitled ‘They 
Came To Frome: Evacuees in World War Two’. David 
lives in Frome.  
 
19 November 2016  Dr Tony Phillips –  
The Fovant Badges - their Origins in WWI 
and their Restoration and Maintenance 
 
Eight large ‘cap badge’ 
emblems are visible on 
Fovant Down where they 
were cut into the chalk - 
five date from WWI, but 
three are more modern.  
The Fovant Badges Society 
was founded in 1963 and 
raises funds for their 
continuing maintenance. 
By 2001 the badges were in such poor condition that a 
major rescue operation was needed.  The badges were 
made Scheduled Ancient Monuments and sources of 
funding were found, including the Australian 
government. 
 
Dr Tony Phillips has been a member of the volunteer 
Committee of The Badges Society supporting through 
his talks,  the commitments in the Society’s constitution 
to maintain the badges and  educate the public. The 
Society has produced a fascinating booklet on the Fovant 
Badges, copies of which will be available for purchase. 
 
3 December 2016 Jerry Clifford –  
The Somerset and Dorset Railway 
 
The Somerset and Dorset railway was formed in 1862 
with the amalgamation of the Somerset Central and 
Dorset Central to form a link between the Bristol and 
English Channels. The hoped-for traffic levels never 
materialised and in due course the financially- exhausted 
company was absorbed by the MR and LSWR to form 
the Somerset and Dorset Joint Railway.  The line carried 
local freight and passenger traffic and became part of 
British Railways in 1948.  It remained busy throughout 
the 1950s but escalating working costs and declining 
traffic culminated in the final closure of the line in 1966. 
Jerry has been modelling and researching the SDJR for 
over thirty years and as well as discussing the history of 
the line will bring along a selection of his photographs 
and models. 
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17 December 2016  Bob and Gill Berry - 
Traditional Songs and Music from Wiltshire 
and its Borders 
 

Bob and Gill Berry run 
Wiltshire Folk Arts and 
Devizes Folk Club and co-
organise the Chippenham 
Folk Festival.  They will sing 
some old traditional songs 
and look at some of the 
famous folk song collectors 
and archives in the area.  
Folk songs have a direct link 

to the rural people and the way they live, work and play.  
Agricultural songs, love songs, songs of betrayal, 
mischief and even murder!   There will be a small 
display of material to view and opportunities to 
contribute to the collections.  Bring any old folk songs 
with you! 
 

Bob and Gill have worked and sung together since they 
met in 1983.  They perform at festivals, clubs and other 
venues, singing traditional and contemporary English 
folk songs accompanied with guitar, bouzouki and 
concertina.  Frome Society publications will be on sale. 
 

14 January 2017  Martin Dimery –  
The Music Scene in Frome.  
 

Martin Dimery has lived in Frome since 1983, when he 
became Head of Drama at Frome College. That began 
his association with the Merlin Theatre, where he served 
briefly as theatre director and was also director of the 
ECOS Festival around the same time.  After 12 years at 
the college he was offered a post at Millfield School in 
Street, teaching and managing their new theatre.  In 2004 
Martin took on the post of Programme Manager at the 
Cheese and Grain, and subsequently he also became 
Creative Director of the Frome Festival. 
 

Martin is a member of the executive board of the British 
Arts and Science Festivals Association. The Association 
(BAFA) represents, serves and supports nearly 100 arts 
festivals throughout the UK. 
 

28 January 2017 Dr Robin Thornes  -  
Mells Valley from Source to Spring Gardens 
- The Ashworth Memorial Lecture 
 

Dr Robin Thornes is a member of the Frome Society. He 
worked for the Royal Commission on the Historical 
Monuments of England from 1981 to 1994.  In 2011 he 
was appointed co-ordinator of the Quarry Faces project 
based at the Somerset Earth Science Centre.  His 
publications include “Men of Iron: the Fussells of Mells" 
(2010), “The Yeoman Story” (2011), “Quarry Faces: the 
Story of Mendip Stone” (2015), and “Wainwright: One 
Hundred and Twenty-five Years of Quarrying” (2016). 
 

11 February 2017  Julian Hight –  
The Ancient Trees of Frome and Selwood 
 

Frome author Julian Hight has a passion for ancient 
trees.  Author of “Britain’s Tree Story” for the National 

Trust, and “World Tree Story”, he is an active member 
of the Woodland Trust and has travelled extensively to 
photograph and gather stories of 100 magnificent, 
ancient trees in 40 countries around the world for his  
second book.  In his talk, Julian will describe the ancient 
trees of Frome and the remnant trees of Selwood Forest 
dating from the medieval period he has found locally, 
notably at the old manorial estates surrounding the town 
- Longleat, Mells, Marston, Berkley and Orchardleigh.  
Copies of “Britain’s Tree Story” and “World Tree Story” 
will be on sale. 
 

25 February 2017  Jerry Sampson FSA - 
Restoring the West End of Wells Cathedral 
 

Jerry Sampson FSA is a buildings archaeologist who has 
worked for more than 30 years in the conservation of 
historic buildings and their associated sculpture.  He has 
undertaken monitoring and recording at sites across 
southern England and Wales, including Montacute 
House, HM Tower of London, the Cathedrals of 
Gloucester, Exeter,  and Winchester and the Abbeys of 
Bath, Cleeve and Glastonbury. 
 
Jerry was closely involved in recording and restoring the 
west front of Wells Cathedral, which contains nearly 300 
sculpted figures, during the major conservation 
programme undertaken during the 1980s.  In his talk, 
Jerry will describe the problems he found and the 
techniques used to restore what the architectural 
historian, the late John Harvey, a member of the Frome 
Society, described as “by far the most elaborate single 
display of sculpture ever devised”. 
 
11 March 2017  Roger Jones –  
Beyond Where Wiltshire Meets Somerset 
 

Roger Jones has been publishing books of mainly local 
interest - Wiltshire, Somerset and the West Country in 
general - since 1982, when he first published “Where 
Wiltshire Meets Somerset”.  It has been in print ever 
since, and in 2015 Roger compiled a second book of 
walks - “Beyond Where Wiltshire Meets Somerset”. 
Roger’s talk will feature ten of the twenty walks in the 
new book, with views shown of places of interest seen 
en route.  Roger will also introduce us to his other 
walking publications. Roger will be offering books for 
sale after the talk. 
 
25 March 2017  AGM at 2pm followed by 
John Jolliffe -  Bishop Ken 
 

John Jolliffe, from a distinguished local family, will talk 
about Bishop Ken who is buried outside the church of St 
John the Baptist, Frome. Bishop Ken was a clergyman of 
great integrity who, after the Glorious Revolution of 
1688, refused to swear an oath of allegiance to the new 
king, William III. He was obliged to withdraw from 
being Bishop of Bath and Wells and spent the last twenty 
years of his life living at Longleat. 
 
Frome Society publications will be on sale. 
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CIVIC SOCIETY REVIEW 
 
Past performance is not an indicator of future 
returns 
 
The summer of 2016 may be remembered as a watershed 
moment in England’s history, a tapestry of events that 
perhaps only future historians might stitch into a 
coherent, albeit incomplete picture. “Past performance is 
not an indicator of future returns” seems an appropriate 
rider for the development of our economy and society at 
this juncture. Conventions established over the last half 
century are being questioned and some overturned as 
unfit for purpose. No doubt this will throw up 
opportunities and threats in our towns and villages, the 
buildings and civic spaces we use and inhabit.  
 
Is Frome and District Civic Society still 
relevant? 
 
Frome and District Civic Society was born 45 years ago 
at another turning point in the history of the town and 
country.  In 1971, 30 founder members formed the 
society when a decision was made by Frome Urban 
District Council to clear the whole Trinity area from 
Milk Street to Vallis Way. The bulldozers got as far as 
demolishing the streets of the historic town from the 
south side of Milk Street to Trinity Street. Demolition 
was halted thanks to a major local and national campaign 
and the transfer of land to Mendip District Council 
during the reorganisation of local government in 1974. 
This was not just a local movement but reflected a 
realisation across the country that the conservation of our 
precious urban and rural heritage was vital to protect the 
environment from short-sighted redevelopment.  
 
Next year marks the 50th anniversary of the Civic 
Amenities Act which, among other things,  introduced 
the concepts of ‘Conservation Areas’ and ‘Preservation 
Orders’ into planning legislation. It is sometimes 
assumed that Listed Buildings or those in a Conservation 
Area cannot be altered or demolished. In fact 
Conservation Area status gives no such guarantees, but 
was intended to offer a degree of protection from 
proposals that would damage the particular historic 
character of the area. This piece of legislation has had an 
enormous impact, quite literally shaping villages, towns 
and cities over the last half century. It is hard to imagine 
now what would have happened had it not been for the 
Civic movement, of which Frome and District Civic 
Society plays an active role. We continue as a 
campaigning organisation to: 
 

x stimulate people’s interest in the town, to raise 
awareness of its special character and identity, 
and to promote civic pride. 

x provide a forum for discussing the future of the 
town, so that public views are heard. 

x provide a body of expertise to advise on 
planning and environmental matters.  

x safeguard buildings and areas of historic 

interest. 
x campaign for high quality design and materials 

in new developments. 
x promote better, safer, routes for pedestrians, 

cycles, and traffic, for the benefit of all. 
 
Our aims remain relevant today and will be all the more 
important as pressure for new development increases on 
the diminishing amount of vacant land in and around the 
town. The Civic Society has no power other than the 
strength of argument and the support of our members to 
continue to speak up to protect the town from poorly 
conceived proposals. Large scale developments are 
driven by the need for commercial yield, often with little 
regard to the broader impacts on the character of the 
town or existing residents. Whether developments will 
continue to be influenced by our views is uncertain but 
our input into a number of large scale proposals has 
recently swayed Developers and Mendip District 
Council. We also see a large number of Planning and 
Listed Building applications that make a positive 
contribution to the town. This year (to July) we raised 
objections to just 29 of the 144 applications. 
 
Conservation matters 
 
We have encouraged and assisted the District Council to 
establish and broaden Conservation Areas in Frome over 
a number of years. Occasionally we catch a glimpse of 
what would happen without Conservation Area status 
when that protection appears to fail at the edges. The 
recently completed Radco Co-op at Fromefield being a 
highly visible example of gross insensitivity, particularly 
as it forms an important 'gateway’ to a Conservation 
Area. We are represented on the Mendip Conservation 
Advisory Panel which, as its name suggests, advises 
Mendip on conservation matters. MCAP have 
questioned Officers and the Chair of the Planning Board 
at Mendip why insufficient weight was given to the 
context of the planning application i.e. that the proposed 
development would be not only within a Conservation 
Area but would affect a neighbouring listed building and 
also the significant number of objections. The ward 
councillor for Mendip, Cllr Boyden, is consulting with 
the Radco Co-operative and immediate neighbours to see 
what can be done to mitigate the impact of the new 
building. 
 
Another ‘gateway’ building on the edge of a 
Conservation Area, but just outside, is the former ‘Tong 
Dynasty’ (previously the ‘First and Last’ pub) in 
Wallbridge. It has been denuded of its distinctive and 
characterful chimney stacks. The visual integrity of the 
dramatic ‘High Victorian’ building has been damaged by 
the new owners, who demolished the stacks without 
obtaining the necessary planning permission. A 
retrospective application was subsequently submitted 
and granted by Mendip’s Planning Board contrary to the 
recommendation of the planning and conservation 
officers and Frome and District Civic Society. Frome 
Town Council supported the demolition on the 
questionable basis that the reuse of the building, which 
has been in continuous occupation for many years and 
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recently renovated by the former owners, justified the 
damage. More bizarrely, the reasons given in Mendip’s 
Planning consent included “The character and 
appearance of the adjacent Conservation Area would be 
preserved”.  
 
The housing crisis, a wider perspective 
 
A 1960’s Monty Python sketch portrayed four old 
Yorkshiremen bragging about their humble origins: 
 
“There were 150 of us living in a shoebox in t’ middle of 
t’ road.”   
“Cardboard box?  Aye, you were lucky… and you tell 
the young people of today and they wouldn’t believe 
you”. 
 
No we didn’t believe them. 
 
These days over 30% of homes in England have just a 
single occupant and the percentage is rising, but this 
masks a deep division in the age range of homeowners. 
In the last 10 years the 45 to 64 baby boomer age group 
living alone increased by nearly a quarter. In contrast, 
Generation Y, the 25 to 44 age group, fell by 18%. In 
Generation Z, those under 25 years old, half of 20-24 
year olds still live at home now, a record. Affordability 
of moving out of the parental home is clearly a pressing 
issue for many, if not most, young adults. 
 
The cost of living independently has soared. The average 
rental in London per person is £1500 per month plus 
council tax, consuming half of average incomes in the 
capital. Buying a house in London will set you back on 
average £524,000, more than double that in the South 
West.  No surprise that moving out of the capital is so 
attractive for those that can move their job or commute, 
but adds pressure on local housing supply elsewhere. 
Affordability is accelerating away from locals on local 
income levels.  In the last year alone average house 
prices have risen by 5% across England, excluding 
London. According to the ONS, the ratio of borrowings 
to salary for first time house buyers has risen from 2.7 to 
4.5 over the last 20 years. The National House Builders 
Federation put the figure currently at 6.7. Even if house 
prices fall post Brexit, housing supply and income 
constraints are unlikely to bridge this gap.  
 
Frome provides an interesting local example of housing 
inflation, with very little distortion in statistics from 
international migration or further education, which tend 
to impact on statistics. The town has long been an 
attractive and affordable place for creatives and 
commuters alike, lying in an area of lower house prices, 
away from higher prices in Bath and Bristol. But even in 
Frome average house prices have climbed above the 
neighbouring towns of Trowbridge, Westbury and 
Shepton Mallet. In the last 20 years average Frome 
prices have increased 300% while average incomes rose 
by just 30% for those in work. 
 
With increasing pressure on land and housing costs, are 
we likely to see Monty Python’s cardboard box living? 

Cardboard housing is no longer a joke. In Holland 
wikkelhouse.com are producing micro cardboard houses 
for £55,000. Innovative ‘Tiny Homes’ designs are 
springing up across Europe as a reaction to the 
overpriced, wasteful shoeboxes currently offered by 
major house builders. In Frome, community enterprise 
Edventure are exploring semi-independent micro-homes 
to help tackle the housing crisis for young adults, 
marketing affordable timber shepherd hut-like structures. 
Whether it’s a viable and desirable answer to the long 
term affordability crisis remains to be seen, but there 
appear to be few options that preserve the ability of 
young people to live alone with any degree of autonomy. 
 
Lack of affordability has contributed to emerging living 
patterns among young people. Studies by demographic-
research.org and the Joseph Rowntree Foundation have 
illustrated the shift towards sharing with others outside a 
family among young adults. Of particular relevance here 
is the greater tendency in the UK, as compared with 
other developed countries, for young mothers to live as a 
lone parent and young fathers to be non-co-resident. 
Young men, who typically stay longer in the parental 
home than young women, are increasingly living outside 
of any family, with other young single men. Marriage 
and co-habitation are being deferred. There is a clear 
correlation between cohabitation and owner occupation, 
with singles living predominantly in social and private 
rental. These trends tend to be presented as a largely 
positive development, from roughly ages 18- 25 years 
people examine the life possibilities open to them and 
gradually arrive at more enduring choices in love, work 
and world views. But lack of affordability could 
permanently change life opportunities for Generation Z.  
  
Over 80% of new dwellings are built by the private 
sector in the UK on speculative developments, mostly 
designed and sold as family homes. In Frome the 
Edmund Park development soon to be constructed at 
Southfield Farm will offer 214 dwellings of which just 
24 are single bedroom units, the other 190 are family 
houses. With house prices increasingly unaffordable, 
many are likely to become shared houses of multiple 
occupancy by groups of men in particular from buy-to-
let landlords. If affordability and the supply of 
appropriate housing are not tackled soon with radical 
policies to double the number of dwellings being built 
locally and nationally, the young people sharing houses 
now will still be sharing when they are in middle age, 
creating a very different society and culture. 
 
Richard Swann  
 
Chair Frome & District Civic Society 
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PUBLICATIONS FOR SALE 
 

The Butler and Tanner Story 
Book of Frome (fifth edition) 
A History of Mells (third edition) 
The King’s Peace 
Villages of the Frome Area 
The History of Nunney 
The Toll-houses of Somerset 
Stoke St Michael in Old Photographs 
A History of Stoke St Michael 
A History of Holcombe 
A History of Wanstrow 
The Book of Leigh upon Mendip 
Gardening at Marston House 
The Mystery of Fidele 
Frome through the Ages 
Bath Street 
Frome Street and Place Names 
Frome Heritage Trail (second edition) 
Crime and Punishment in Regency Frome 
The Industries of Frome 
The Buildings of Frome (third edition) 
Argyll House 
Blue House 
The Bounds of Selwood 
Experiences of a 19th Century Gentleman 
The Sheppards and Eighteenth Century Frome on CD 
Future of the Past 
FSLS Yearbooks 1-4 on CD 
FSLS Yearbook Volume 5 
FSLS Yearbooks 6 & 16 on CD 
FSLS Yearbooks 7,8,9,10 & 11 
FSLS Yearbooks 12,13,14,15,17,18 &19 
1838 Frome Map by Dixon & Maitland on CD 
1886 OS Map of Frome on CD 
1886 OS Map of Central Frome (flat or folded) 

1903 OS Map of Frome (flat) 
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Frome Society publications are available from the Hunting 
Raven Bookshop, Cheap Street, Frome, Frome Museum, Frome 
Information Centre or direct from Alastair MacLeay, Prospect 
House, Trudoxhill,  Frome, Somerset BA11 5DP (01373 836595 
or info@fsls.org.uk). Postage & packing extra at cost. 

 

 
 


