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The venue for our talks is at the Assembly Rooms
behind the Memorial Theatre in Christchurch Street
West, Frome BA11 1EB
All talks are at 2.30 p.m. unless otherwise specified
and guests are welcome with a small charge of £2 per
head

FSLS organises the Frome Town Walks which take
place on the second Sunday of the month during the
summer and during the Frome Festival. For the past
few years,Cliff Bawden, Dorothy-Anne Bryant,
Janet Millar and Alastair MacLeay have been
responsible, but Dorothy-Anne has decided to finish.
If any Member is interested in taking over from her,
please contact Alastair MacLeay through
info@fsls.org.uk or telephone 836595.

Chairman of Frome & District Civic Society
Richard Swann
831256
Annual Subscriptions from 1st January 2016
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Report from the Chairman
The subcommittee arranging the lecture season
for 2015-16 has worked hard to produce another
varied season of twelve talks between October
and March.

Johnson’s history of Butler and Tanner, the
Frome printing firm that closed down in 2014. We
will also have a talk from Sue Bucklow about
another great Frome firm, Singers.

In the last year we were getting over 100
attending the lectures, to the surprise of many
visitors. The Society has well over 400 members
and provides an opportunity to meet and make
friends. The content of the lectures has been
always of a high quality.

Lectures relate to the region and to the
background of Frome itself. There has in recent
years been a disproportionate number of writers,
artists and musicians in the region. The last
lecture will be given by Crysse Morrison who will
talk about the writing scene in the town.

During the winter some of the lectures relate to
other Society activities. Over the last few years
we have given support to Ceri Lambdin who has
been working at a Roman site south of Frome.
She will be talking to us in October. And during
the summer the Society published Lorraine

We are grateful to the subcommittee – Anne
Wallis, Janet Howard, John Peverley and Cliff
Bawden who have produced this glittering
programme.
PETER CLARK
July 2015

July saw our presentation titled
‘They Came To Frome’ well
attended as usual but more of a
joint effort with author David
Lassman narrating and the Home
in Frome group. Alastair invited
George Perry, the author of the
book ‘The Coopers’ Company’s
School in Frome 1939 - 1945’ who
regaled us with with memories of
schooldays there.

Coopers’ school site in Frome
David Lassman

We were also able to watch Trevor Biggs’ film edited
by Home in Frome about Evans Engineering move to
Frome.
Frome Society Yearbooks
If any Members are interested in buying back
numbers of Frome Society Yearbooks, please contact
Alastair MacLeay via info@fsls.org.uk or 01373 836
595. The prices will be as follows:£
Yearbook 5

2.00

George Perry

Yearbook 6

2.66

The School was sited on land where the current
Technical College now stands, but in a corrugated
steel building.

Yearbooks 7,8,9,10&11

4.00 each

Yearbooks 12,13,14,15,16&17 7.00 each
Yearbooks 1-4 on CD
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10.00

LECTURES 2015/16

in1863 to its closure in 2014, within the wider context
of the printing trade over this period. Amongst the
books written by Lorraine is “The Butler and Tanner
Story”, published by FSLS, which will be available to
buy after the talk.

All lectures start at 2.30pm, except on 19 March
2016 when the lecture will be preceded by the
Society’s Annual General Meeting at 2.00pm.
Saturday 10 October 2015
Bishop Crispian Hollis will be talking about the
village of Mells in the Second World War. Bishop
Hollis’ father was the writer and journalist Christopher
Hollis, MP for Devizes from 1945 to 1955. Bishop
Hollis was the Roman Catholic Bishop of Portsmouth
and is now retired and lives in Mells where he spent
much of his childhood.

Saturday 5 December 2015
The Somerset Guild
of Craftsmen is one
of the oldest Craft
Guilds in the country
and
has
been
promoting excellence
in
design
and
craftsmanship for 82
years. All of its 110
craft members are
skilled,
dedicated
craftsmen who have
undergone a stringent
selection
process
The Guild’s roots lie in the
before
becoming
small village of Pylle near
accepted as Members.
Shepton Mallet
David Brown, former
Head of Physics at Kingswood School, Bath, and a
former Master of the Guild, will talk on the history and
work of the Guild and the wide range of crafts
produced by its members. As an acclaimed maker of
sundials, and a founding member of the British
Sundial Society, David will also talk on his experience
of making sundials, including one in the Olympic Park.

Saturday 24 October 2015
Ceri Lambdin is the Director of the St Algar's Project
Group. She has been leading the project since 2010,
when a geophysical survey located a Roman villa that
had been found through field walking at St Algar's
Farm, West Woodlands. In her talk the St Algar's
Roman Villa Project Ceri will present the very latest
information, explaining how the villa and its
associated mausoleum were first discovered, followed
by the evidence of industry including estate tile
production. The site is of national importance because
of the evidence of early lead and late glass working.
FSLS has supported the project with three grants.
Saturday 7 November 2015
Rowan Brown is the Director
of the Alfred Gillett Trust in
Street, where the Clark family
archive is held. His talk - The
Clarks of Street - will
introduce the history of the
Clark family and their origins
in Somerset as well as
discussing the establishment of
the company in 1825 and its
development into a global
business. Alfred Gillett and his connection to the
Clark family and fossil hunting will also be covered,
alongside a snapshot of the diverse historical
collections relating to the family and firm which are
held by the Trust for public and commercial use.

Saturday 19 December 2015
Dr Cathryn Spence is a museum professional,
undergraduate tutor, regular lecturer and published
writer. Cathryn is a trustee of the Bath Preservation
Trust, and until recently, lived in Frome. Her talk Christmas with the Georgians - will challenge the
widespread belief that Christmas was “invented” by the
Victorians. We conjure up Dickensian images and
believe that our rituals are based on German traditions,
brought to us by Prince Albert, and that the Georgians
didn’t celebrate Christmas at all. This illustrated lecture
draws on 18th century literature, letters and images to
show that Christmas was an important celebration with
numerous traditions long before Scrooge.
Frome Society publications will be on sale.

Saturday 21 November 2015
Lorraine Johnson has worked in the publishing
industry for some twenty years, including 5 years as a
managing editor. In her talk the History of Butler &
Tanner,
Lorraine will
look at the
development of
this well known
local company
from
its
beginnings
A Middleton perfector c 1895
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Saturday 9 January 2016
The 48 volumes of The Buildings of England, written
by Nikolaus Pevsner between 1951 and 1974, are in
the process of being comprehensively revised and
enlarged. Julian Orbach, an architectural historian,
talked to us in March 2014 about his work on revising
the volume on South and West Somerset. In his talk
The Revised Pevsner for Wiltshire Julian will tell us
about his experiences and researches in re-writing the
volume on Wiltshire, and especially his survey of the
towns and villages nearest to Frome. Julian, who
knew Pevsner when they were both involved with the
Victorian Society in the 1970s, will describe how his
re-survey of Wiltshire is progressing.

major lottery funded projects. Recently she was
involved in the relocation of Charlie Robbins statue,
cast by Singers, to outside the Memorial Theatre. The
Frome family firm of J W Singer & Sons was well
known for figures such as Boadicea on the Thames
Embankment. In her talk, Lasting Legacy - Singers
War Memorials, Sue will introduce us to the less well
known work that Singers undertook in the aftermath
of the First World War; memorials that
commemorated lost loved ones from villages and
towns, regiments, schools, large companies and
family firms both at home and abroad.
Saturday 20 February 2016
Ken Rogers was formerly Wiltshire County Archivist
and is an authority on Wiltshire and Somerset
Woollen Mills. In his talk on the Wiltshire and
Somerset Woollen Industry, he will explain its history,
which will be illustrated with views of workshops,
factories and houses, together with details of the
machinery that was used. He is the author of 'Warp
and Weft', 'The Book of Trowbridge' and other
books on local history.

Saturday 23 January 2016
Keith Falconer OBE
has lived for over 40
years in Brunswick
Place, Fromefield,
which was occupied
by
the
Rossetti
family in the early
1850s.
Christina
Rossetti briefly ran a
school in Brunswick
Place, where she also
looked after her
ailing father Gabriel
Rossetti. Christina’s
letters to friends, as Christina Rossetti by her brother
well as conveying Dante Gabriel Rossetti
personal chit-chat, provide some quirky insights into
life in the town in the 1850s. In this year’s Ashworth
Memorial Lecture - the Rossettis’ Sojourn in
Frome, Keith will look at the three members of the
Rossetti family; explain why they came to Frome, and
show how Rossetti senior, though overshadowed in
popular memory by his precocious son Gabriel Dante
Rossetti, was a fascinating character in his own right.
Keith is Chairman of the Association of Industrial
Archaeology.

Saturday 5 March 2016
Peter Macfadyen - the leader of Frome Town Council
- will give a talk on Flatpack Democracy – why only
DIY politics can save the human race. Peter will
describe how Frome has shown that there is a greater
appetite for engagement in the issues that affect us
than ever
before. Can
we develop
a model in
Frome of
what can be
done
to
enable true
engagement
and people
power that
leads to change and thus continue to punch above our
weight and bring benefit to people at community
level? Peter is the the founder of Independents for
Frome and the author of ‘Flatpack Democracy’.

Saturday 6 February
2016
Sue Bucklow was
Curator of the BBC's
Hulton Picture Library
in
London
and
organised an exhibition
of their photographs at
the
Barbican
Art
Gallery. Since moving
to Frome she has been
based at the Frome
Heritage Museum and
has worked on three Boer War Memorial Clifton

Saturday 19 March 2016 (AGM)
Crysse Morrison will give a talk on the writing scene
in Frome today. Crysse is a published writer of short
stories and novels. She is also a playwright and
performance poet and lives here in Frome. Several of
her plays have been staged in Bristol and other venues
in the South West. Crysse will talk about her range of
writing experience in relation to Frome, describing the
mutually supportive ethos amongst writers in the town.
Frome Society publications will be on sale.

College 1904/5
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by a Tree Preservation Order would be lost, including
several ‘A’ grade specimens along the river, exposing
Willow Vale to the noisy supermarket car park and
service road.

More boom..
Frome’s burgeoning popularity reported in Contact a
year ago appears to continue unabated, with several
positive articles in the national press highlighting the
quality of the town. Frome has also made the 2016 UK
‘Great Town Award’ shortlist of 10 in the Academy of
Urbanism Awards.

There were two other proposals for parts of Saxonvale
that have been refused recently. Terramond had an
outline application for 60 houses adjacent to the Frontier
supermarket rejected. An appeal by McCarthy & Stone
against a refusal of their proposed 4 storey sheltered
housing scheme. The refusal at Appeal is particularly
welcome as it provides firm support for the District
Councils Saxonvale policies and arguments for a
comprehensive strategy.

The May elections brought another wave of national
press articles noting the rise of the Frome independents
(IfF), taking full control the Town Council. Some articles
hailed a new ‘independent state of Frome”, linking the
influx of Londoners with the town’s regeneration.
Feathers were ruffled on Twitter, with some long
standing residents pointing to the efforts of the towns
inhabitants over the last 30 years and longer, not to
mention it’s nonconformist history.

The problem with successive proposals for Saxonvale is
that they have been initiated and led by landowners
seeking financial gain beyond the potential land values.
Carley Development Trust, a community organisation
with expertise in enabling regeneration, is working with
Frome Town Council to bring forward a Neighbourhood
Development Order. This would by-pass the usual
planning hurdles, creating a regeneration-led scheme
attracting developers of a high calibre to hopefully
deliver a broader mixed development; a seamless
extension to the centre of Frome. There are several
obstacles and a long timescale entailed, but this route can
be pursued whether or not Frontier are successful. If
permission is granted for a supermarket it is highly
unlikely that any buyer would now be found, and
therefore the area is likely to be blighted for many years
unless a community organisation or Council steps in to
lead the regeneration.

The elections also brought some fresh faces to Mendip,
with two new Frome representatives on Mendip’s
Planning Board, Stina Falle (Green), Mike Rideout
(Conservative) joining Damon Hooton ( Lib.Dem.), a
long standing member of the Planning Board. The new
all-IfF Town Council will need to work closely with
District Councillors over planning matters as they now
have no representatives at Mendip.
The new Town Council have expressed a desire to
actively campaign on planning matters on behalf of
Frome, where previous they had stood aloof on major
applications such as Saxonvale. This is to be welcomed.
Frome Civic Society will still retain it’s long standing
position as an independent voice in urban design matters
but we have taken the opportunity to work with the Town
Council on issues of joint concern, providing expert
opinion on matters of design. We look forward to
campaigning with the Town Council and others in the
years to come.

Oakfield Road Police Station
Another area where Frome Civic Society have argued for
a more sympathetic development is the old Frome Law
Courts and Police Station. We reported in the last edition
of Contact that a planning application for 64 houses by
Newland Homes had been rejected as overdevelopment
but later the application resubmitted for 61 houses and
recommended for approval by the Planning Officer.
Thankfully, due to the tireless campaigning of local
residents, with the help of the District ward Councillors
and Civic Society, the Planning Board unanimously
rejected the proposal which would have crammed the site
with houses, exacerbating the already difficult road
safety issues for the four nearby schools. Newland
Homes have since appealed against the decision. We are
working with the residents and Town Council to provide
expertise at the appeal hearing in September.

Saxonvale
The end is in sight for the planning application by
Frontier of Milton Keynes for a large supermarket on the
now derelict Notts Industries site. The application was
submitted in late 2013 but has still to be determined by
the District Council. Mendip have confirmed that the
application will go before the Planning Board on the 16th
September at the council offices in Shepton Mallet
despite requests to hold it in Frome. In preparing to make
the case to the Board against this very damaging
proposal the Civic Society have worked with Frome
Town Council, Chamber of Commerce, campaign group
‘Keep Frome Local’ and a pro-bono planning lawyer on
a united ‘Position Statement’. The document sets out an
agreed list of the principle objections to the Frontier plan,
developed for the Planning Case Officer with a simpler
document sent to each councillor on Mendip’s Planning
Board. The strategy has also been supported by
community groups Vision for Frome and Friends of the
River Frome.

Boyle Cross and Market Place
One area of development where the Civic Society is at
odds with Frome Town Council is their recent proposal
to subsume the base of the Boyle Cross into a raised
podium with steps lining the main road, blocking the
current, albeit hazardous crossing between Cheep Street
and the George Hotel. We believe a much simpler
approach with no steps and an improved pedestrian
crossing would be more appropriate. At a recent
Planning Panel meeting with the Town Council, the new
councillors agreed to have the proposal altered, creating
a crossing to the north of the Cross. However this puts
the crossing dangerously close to King Street and will
impact on disabled spaces opposite. Frome Civic Society
and the Mendip Conservation Advisory Panel believe
that the podium should be omitted.

There have been some recent responses from council
officers which will hopefully sway the council, including
objections from the Highway Authority, and
confirmation that the traffic impact from the
development would breach air quality standards in the
centre of town. The Tree officer has also recommended
rejection as the majority of trees (around 20) protected
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The Potteries Tour 2015
“There’s nothing to look at here, Duck,” said an
inquisitive, well-meaning Burslem resident watching us
clutching our history instruction booklets and peering at
buildings.
The week had started with a stroll round the Royal
Worcester pottery museum with a talk on the making of
a porcelain statuette of a footballer. The brief stop at the
Gloucestershire Service Station on the M5 was a
revelation of an earth sheltered building masquerading as
a farm shop. After an afternoon free to wander the
delights of Worcester we rocked up at Keele University
near Stoke on Trent in time for dinner. Straight to bed for
an early start and Stoke City Art Gallery and Museum.
This has to be one of this country’s best unsung
institutions housing the Staffordshire Saxon Hoard,
Mitchell’s spitfire, an overwhelming collection of
ceramics from prehistory to contemporary “art” pieces.
The icing on the cake was an exhibition of Lowry with
the rarely curated paintings of Burslem artist Arthur
Berry.The afternoon was an opportunity to look at the
factory conditions and day to day life of the pottery
workforce who made exquisite pieces with a tour of the
Gladstone Museum and stare up into the heights of a
bottle kiln. Plus an unexpected entertaining stroll
through loos of the ages. An evening of the life and
books of writer Arnold Bennett rounded off the day.
Wednesday brought the 3 C’s of Cheddleton, Churnet
and Cheadle. The first a water driven flint mill which
supplied finely ground flint from the chalk downs of
Southern England to make strong porcelain-like
ceramics. The second the nearby Churnet Railway’s
steam ride which in a past life had ferried raw materials
from the Moors to the furnaces and potteries of the 6
towns of Stoke. Cheadle with its Pugin’s Gem of an
elegant, slim spired church in High Gothic of red, green
and overwhelmingly gold. Rounded in the evening by
FSLS Chairman Peter describing the convolutions of the
Wedgwood family tree and his own university
connections.
And so back to Burslem and a walk through its history as
it awaits a new future. A quick look at Wedgwood’s
Etruria Hall home, an example how a 1980s attempt to
forge a new future had failed – it is an annex to a hotel
chain, a sad pastiche of a building. Then to the Trent and
Mersey canal where narrow boats leisurely cruise and
boat owners are happy to chat, next to the site of
Wedgwood’s modern factory of the 1769 where he
perfected a factory system of specialist pottery skills now
lying under a dual carriageway. Then to Barlaston set in
countryside where the Company turned in the 1930 and
the Museum rescue which caused so much controversy.
A warm evening’s walk round Keele Hall, its lake and
Clock Tower and the centre of the Keele campus
accompanied by the written caustic comments of Nicolas
Pevsner – Staffordshire was his last book on the
Buildings of England.
Friday and home time, but still the chance to glimpse the
heights of Mow Cop where Primitive Methodism began
after a look round Middleport Pottery a “model”
Victorian pottery recently rescued By HRH Prince of
Wales. Followed by a pre-lunch stroll round Biddulph
Grange’s various garden “rooms” in warm sunshine China is still the best, or sit quietly by the lake. A final
stop at Webbs of Wychbold and the final shopping
opportunity. The food was brilliant and many sampled
the
traditional
Staffordshire
Oatcakes,
the
accommodation eccentric – did anyone fathom out how
to switch the bathroom light off or track down the mugs,
the weather sunny enough and as it should be, the
company exemplary, and the people we met along the
way “right good.”
Jean Lowe
Jean’s book, A Survivors practical Travel Guide to
Parish Councils is available through Frome Society for
local Study, price £11.95

Land at Southfield Farm
Last year Outline planning permission was given for 450
houses on part of Southfield Farm, accessed off the Asda
Superstore roundabout. A detailed application for
‘reserved matters’ on part of the site was lodged in June
for 215 houses. The proposals are extremely poor,
possibly the worst proposals for street layouts and house
designs that any current members of the Frome Civic
Society planning panel have seen in Frome. There are no
proposed paths, bridges or cycleways connecting the
site, even though it is currently cut off by the river but is
close to tSustrans National Cycle Network. We object
strongly to this proposal and have argued that the site
should have some community involvement in it’s
development, leading to an approved Masterplan and
reviewed by a Design Review Panel before detailed
proposals come forward.
Land at former Butler, Tanner & Dennis Works
An Outline application for houses at the BTD site last
year has recently been substituted for a new application
for 150 houses over the entire site, leaving no space for
employment. As at the Police Station site, the developers
are proposing no affordable housing at all, claiming the
‘Vacant Building Credit’, recent government planning
guidance that effectively discounts any derelict buildings
from the amount of affordable houses that need be
provided. Mendip’s Local Plan suggests 20-30% of
housing should be affordable. In a very recent test case
West Berks and Reading Councils successfully
challenged the government guidance. High Court Judge
Justice Holgate ruled that the policy was "incompatible"
with the statutory planning framework. Hopefully this
sets a clear precedent that developers and Mendip will
note, and ensure some affordable housing is included in
developments.
The Weaver, The Butts.
In May a Planning Application was received for the
eyesore site of the demolished ‘Weaver’ Public House.
The application is for a new Co-op local convenience
store. (This application has no connection with the
adjacent private house currently being built on Somerset
Road.) Frome Civic Society welcome the redevelopment
of the Weaver site to provide employment and local
facilities. Unfortunately the design of the scheme
currently fails to give adequate regard to it’s key corner
location on the boundary of the conservation area. It is a
poorly proportioned, rendered block with poor servicing
arrangements accessed off Somerset Road. It is also
questionable how many more local convenience stores
are needed. A Co-op on the corner of Fromefield is being
built; Tesco-express on Forest Road is soon to be
expanded with apartments above; Construction of a Coop at Badcox on the old petrol station site is also likely
to start soon.
Civic Voice
A reminder to all members, as a Society we are members
of Civic Voice, and therefore you are entitled to a free
National Trust day pass to their properties. To redeem
your pass send an SAE to the Civic Voice offices at 60
Duke Street, Liverpool, L1 5AA, confirming your name
and that of Frome Civic Society.
Richard Swann
Chairman Frome & District Civic Society
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PUBLICATIONS FOR SALE

£

The Butler and Tanner Story

12.00

Book of Frome (fifth edition)

15.00

A History of Mells (third edition)

7.50

The King's Peace

6.00

Villages of the Frome Area

4.50

The History of Nunney

7.50

The Toll-houses of Somerset

9.95

Stoke St Michael in Old Photographs

7.50

A History of Stoke St Michael

8.50

A History of Holcombe

10.00

The Book of Leigh upon Mendip

12.50

Gardening at Marston House

3.00

The Mystery of Fidele

2.50

Frome through the Ages

5.00

Willow Vale Frome

8.00

Bath Street

3.00

Frome Street and Place Names

4.50

Frome Heritage Trail

3.00

Crime and Punishment in Regency Frome

3.50

The Industries of Frome

7.00

The Buildings of Frome (third edition)

9.00

Argyll House

3.00

Blue House

3.00

The Bounds of Selwood

2.00

Experiences of a 19th Century Gentleman

10.00

Future of the Past

1.00

FSLS Yearbooks 1-4 on CD

10.00

FSLS Yearbook Volume 5

3.00

FSLS Yearbook Volume 6

4.00

FSLS Yearbook Volumes 7,8,9,10 & 11

6.00

FSLS Yearbook Volumes 12,13, 14, 15, 16, 17 & 18

10.00

1838 Frome Map by Dixon & Maitland on CD

10.00

1886 OS Map of Frome on CD

10.00

The Sheppards and Eighteenth Century Frome on CD

10.00

1886 OS Map of Central Frome (flat or folded)

10.00

1903 O.S. Map of Frome (flat)

9.00

A Survivors practical Travel Guide to Parish Councils by Jean Lowe

11.95

Frome Society publications are available from the Hunting Raven Bookshop, Cheap Street, Frome,
Frome Museum, Frome Information Centre or direct from Alastair MacLeay, Prospect House,
Trudoxhill, Frome, Somerset BA11 5DP (01373 836 595 or info@fsls.org.uk). Postage & packing
extra at cost.
E-mail: info@fsls.org.uk
Website: www.fsls.org.uk
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