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Annual Subscriptions from 1st 
January 2018 
 
Single Membership: £10.00 

Joint Membership: £15.00 

Life Membership Single: £100.00 

Life Membership Joint: £150.00 

 
CHEQUE PAYMENTS 
The Treasurer asks that all cheques should be 
made payable to “Frome Society for Local Study” 
or “F.S.L.S.”  The bank does not normally allow 
cheques made out to individuals to be paid into 
the Society account.  The preferred method of 
payment is by standing order to FSLS, and a form 
is available from Janet Howard or may be 
downloaded from the FSLS website, 
www.fsls.org.uk  

FROME TOWN WALKS 2018 
 

The Frome Town Walks are organised by the Frome 
Society for Local Study and will take place on the 
second Sunday in May, June, July, August and 
September, and the third Sunday in July during the 
Frome Festival.  They set off at 2.30 pm outside the 
Round Tower in Justice Lane and are designed to give 
an understanding of the development of the history 
and economy of the town from its foundation in 685 
AD by St Aldhelm, through the middle ages to the 
present day.  There is a special emphasis on Frome’s 
listed buildings with their broad range of religious and 
vernacular architecture. 
The guides are Ruth Angel, Cliff Bawden, Alastair 
MacLeay and Janet Millar. Arrangements for special 
town walks should be made with Alastair MacLeay on 
01373 836595 or through info@fsls.org.uk  These can 
cover different areas of Frome such as Fromefield, 
Trinity, Keyford etc or a specific interest such as 
architecture or industry. 
Copies of the Frome Heritage Trail (£3), the Buildings 
of Frome (£9) and Frome Place Names (£6) will be 
available to buy. 
Regular Frome Town Walks are free, except for those 
during the Frome Festival and specially organised 
walks; all contributions and donations are most 
welcome and will be given to support the Frome 
Festival.  
 
The dates of the regular walks in 2018 are as follows: 
13 May  10 June 8 July 
15 July  12 August 9 September 

Officers and Committee of the Society 

Chairman of Frome & District Civic Society 
Richard Swann**   831256 
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REPORT FROM THE CHAIR OF FSLS: 

 
 

Writing this on a dull and drab day in January, I am rather excited at the prospect of the year ahead and all the 
interesting experiences that your Society will organise throughout the spring and summer months.  2018 is 
going to be a particularly important year – we are to celebrate the 60th anniversary of FSLS -  lectures, visits, 
publications, plaques and all the other activities for which the society is so well known!  
 
With 460 members and regular attendances of over 100 at lectures, and full coaches on our research visits, 
we are clearly flourishing!  The publication of the new, magnificent volume written by Carolyn Griffiths on 
WOAD, will doubtless be a high point in terms of our publications.  Copies are now available. 
 
The programme of visits is as varied as ever, and there is sure to be something or somewhere to your taste. 
Visits vary from the traditional National Trust houses to JHG Jigsaws factory in Ashmore, from Sand House in 
Sidmouth to a boat trip on the Kennet and Avon canal, and many other delights. 
 
Believe it or not, the first planning meeting for next year’s lectures programme meets in the second week in 
January and the initial planning for visits will begin in the early summer!  The organisation of both activities is 
hugely entertaining – small groups meet over lots of coffee and biscuits -  why not come and get involved?  
We would welcome several new members on to the committee and always appreciate fresh ideas.  Just let 
one of the committee know of your interest, or contact me directly. 
 
Further to our anniversary, look out for more news of our celebrations which will take place on Saturday 
October 13th 2018.  Among other activities we plan to mount an exhibition reflecting the activities and growth 
of the society.  If you have any items that we could use, please let any committee member know. 
 
Julian Watson 
Chairman, FSLS 
 
 
 
2018 SUMMER PROGRAMME NOTES 
  
This year we have arranged a varied programme of outings, including two National Trust visits, which we hope 
you will enjoy.  
Bookings: call Pat Eames on 464464 after 9am.  If necessary, please leave a message and your phone 
number.  In an emergency on the day call 07493 419398  
Cancellations must be made not less than 48 hours before the outing.  Failure to do so will incur the cost of 
the coach and possible further costs non-refundable to the Society.  
• Any communication must be made to the Society, not to the Coach Company. 
• The preferred method of payment is by cheque (payable to FSLS) collected when boarding the coach 
at the end of the trip. The price shown includes coach fare, entrance fees, guides and gratuities. 
• Guests will pay a supplementary charge of £3 and are responsible for their own travel insurance.  
• There is always a facility for buying lunch, if not included, or you may prefer to take a picnic.  
 
Attendance figures indicate that last year’s trial of only two pick up points was acceptable.  There was no fall 
off in numbers and the visits were able to get on their way and return home more quickly.  Accordingly, the 
pick-up points are unchanged from last year and are: 
 
• FROME CRICKET CLUB (advertised departure time)  
• BUS STOP OPPOSITE FROME MEMORIAL THEATRE (5 minutes later)  
 
The Cricket Club offers a large parking area which will accommodate all members who wish to park their cars 
there before boarding the coach.  Please avoid parking next to the Pavilion.  
 
 
If you need a free National Trust Single Admission pass, send a SAE to Gill Roxburgh at: Civic Voice, 
60 Duke Street, Liverpool L1 5AA stating that you are a member of Frome Society for Local Study and 
Frome Civic Society. 
  



Wednesday 4th April Somerset Rural Life 
Museum and Glastonbury 
Following on from our lecture on 10th March we will 
pay a visit to the newly refurbished Somerset Rural 
Life Museum.  We will explore rural life from the 
1800s onward and learn about the County’s 
heritage.  The museum is on the site of what was 
formerly the Abbey farm and the 14th century 
Abbey Barn is one of the West Country’s finest 
buildings. 
On arrival we will split into two groups, one will take 
the guided tour while the second group is free.  The 
two groups will then swap over. 
We will rejoin the coach at 12.30 for the short ride 
to the town centre where we can take lunch.  We 
are then free to explore Glastonbury before our 
departure at 5pm. 
9am Departure time from Cricket Club 
Price £12.00 
Phone booking from 21st March 
 
 
Thursday 19th April Shaftesbury & Jigsaw 
Factory, Ashmore 
Shaftesbury is a small hilltop town famous for Gold 
Hill in the old Hovis advert.  There are interesting 
individual shops & galleries, church, museum, & 
Abbey Gardens.  We will have approximately 2hrs 
30mins to have refreshment, explore, & have 
lunch.  
The coach will then take us on to Cranborne Chase 
to JHG Jigsaws Ltd who make hundreds of jigsaws 
to order, especially limited editions.  After an 

introductory 
talk we will 
watch the 

various 
stages of 

production 
& try the 

machines 
ourselves.  

Tea & 
home-

made cake will then be served (included) and there 
is a chance to buy jigsaws. 
9.30 Departure from Cricket Club.  
Price £14  Numbers limited to 35 (small factory) 
When booking please state any special dietary 
requirements. 
Phone bookings from 3rd April 
 
 
Thursday 3rd May 2018 Sand House and 
Sidmouth 
Our first stop will be Sidmouth, the well-known 
Victorian seaside town in Devon.  We shall be able 
to have a leisurely look around and take lunch.  The 
gardens are particularly lovely and there is an 
interesting church and museum.  The museum 
runs guided tours of the town lasting approximately 
one hour.  It is hoped that we can book one of these 
tours but at the time of writing this has not been 
confirmed. 

At 1.30 we rejoin the coach to drive to Sand House.  
This is an ancient property nestling in the hills 
above Sidmouth.  The house dates to the 12th 
century with most of it being built in the 15th century 
and has been in the same ownership for over 500 
years.  Stella and Stephen Huyshe-Shires will be 
our hosts for a guided tour with anecdotes about 
the house’s history and its occupants.  Afternoon 
tea is included. 
9.00am departure from the Cricket Club 
Price £21.00 Numbers limited to 40 
When booking please state any special dietary 
requirements. 
Phone bookings from 18th April 
 
 
Thursday 24th May  Weald and Downland Living 
Museum 
The Frome Society is re-visiting this fascinating 
area of the Sussex Downs which has seen the re-
erection of about fifty historic buildings ranging 
from Saxon to more recent times.  They have in 

common their 
timely rescue 
from imminent 

destruction.  
Craftsmen 

have been 
carefully 

dismantling, 
conserving 

and then 
rebuilding them to their original form. 
There is a hot drink on arrival (included) and then 
guides will take up on a specialist tour of the site to 
focus on vernacular architecture.  After lunch at 
one of the cafés we are free to enter the big barn 
where craftsmen demonstrate their skills; revisit 
some buildings seen earlier; perhaps watch a 
Tudor cookery demonstration or enjoy the herbs 
and wild flowers; admire the Rare Breeds working 
in the fields and, before having tea, make time to 
buy flour from the water mill. 
8.30am departure from Cricket Club 
Price £28.00  Numbers limited to 40 
Phone bookings from 2nd May 
 
 
Thursday 7th June  Hestercombe House and 
Gardens 
A level walk from the coach to our coffee/tea, 
(included), and introductory talk, when each group 

will learn who 
has the 
Morning or 

Afternoon 
Garden Tour. 

Hestercombe 
House was 
opened to the 
public in 2014.  

It is mainly Georgian although later remodelled by 
the Portman family.  Edwin Lutyens and Gertrude 



Jekyll were commissioned to create an Edwardian 
Formal Garden. 
Besides our guided tour of this stunning and 
famous garden, for those who enjoy walking, there 
is the Woodland Walk with the reclaimed Cascade, 
the far-reaching views and many other surprises. 
Within the House there is a second-hand 
bookshop, a contemporary art gallery and the 
beautiful Column Restaurant which is worth a view 
even if you choose to eat elsewhere.  
The Stables Café offers a varied menu and nearby 
are the Plant Sales, the Gift Shop and, up some 
steps, is the bat conservation area.  
9.00am departure from Cricket Club 
Price £24.00 
Phone bookings from 23rd May 
 
 
Wednesday 20th June:  Malmesbury Abbey 
House Gardens and Chedworth Roman Villa NT 
The coach will drop us near the Abbey where St 
Aldhelm was once Abbot and where King Athelstan 
is buried.  There is time for a coffee before we meet 
at the entrance to the Abbey House Gardens for its 
opening at 11 o’clock.  We can eat in the Abbey 

House café 
but lunch 
or picnic 
can also be 

eaten 
elsewhere. 
A downhill 
walk to the 

parked coach and we will depart for the Roman 
Villa at Chedworth.  There have been five summers 
of interesting archaeological digs that were 
completed in 2017 and much modernisation since 
the Society’s previous visit. Guides will take us 
around the newly discovered mosaics and show us 
the artefacts recently recovered from the 
excavations.  Our visit ends with tea and gateau, 
(included), in a room set aside for us. 
9am departure from Cricket Club 
Price NT members £24; non-NT £34  
(FSLS members are entitled to free entry 
vouchers from Civic Voice, so please apply)  
Phone bookings from 6th June 
 
 
Wednesday 4th July  Lawrence of Arabia and 
Historic Dorset 
Our first stop is Wareham, a small town in the 
Purbeck area of Dorset. 
We will arrive in time for coffee at one of the many 
cafes or pubs before being taken on a guided tour 
by one of the Wareham Museum guides.  
Highlights are the Saxon walls, quaint streets, the 
town Museum and the Parish Church.  In recent 
years the town has been associated with T.E. 
Lawrence (Lawrence of Arabia) who lived nearby 
at Clouds Hill and the museum currently has a 
display devoted to him.  There is a short lunch 
break before moving on to the village of Moreton to 
visit the Parish Church of St Nicholas with its 

windows etched by Lawrence Whistler.  The 
church warden will be on hand to give us a brief 
history and to answer any questions.  T.E. 
Lawrence is buried nearby.  We leave after cream 
tea at the Moreton tea rooms (included). 
8.30 departure from the Cricket Club.   
Price £23.00.   
Phone bookings from 19th June.  Please state 
dietary requirements when booking. 
 
Thursday 26th July  Canal trip in Bradford on 
Avon 
This is a half-day excursion on the M.V. Barbara 
McLellan.  We arrive at the Canal car park and 
have a short level walk to the mooring where we 
board at 2 p.m.  The boat seats 40 people and 
there is a toilet on board; also a licensed bar 
serving hot and cold drinks. 

lncluded in our 
trip is an 
afternoon tea 

comprising 
sandwiches, 

scones, and 
cake.  

Beverages are 
not included 
and may be 

bought separately on board. 
We travel west towards Avoncliff experiencing the 
manoeuvre through the lock, and onward to the 
aqueduct giving us plenty of time to enjoy this 
peaceful and interesting waterway and its wildlife.  
Reaching Avoncliff, we can choose to stay on 
board, or alight and have a short walk across the 
aqueduct and watch the turnaround of the boat 
before rejoining for the return journey. 
We disembark at approx. 4.30. 
Restricted to 40 passengers 
12.45 Departure from Cricket Club 
Price £18.00 
Phone bookings from 3rd July 
 
Monday 6th August  Beaminster and Mapperton 
As in Frome, Beaminster Museum is run entirely by 
volunteers who will give a guided walk around their 
town.  The Museum’s current local history 
exhibition is intriguingly titled, ‘Hatch, Match and 
Dispatch’. 
After lunch in the town, we have the short journey 
to Mapperton, the home of the Earl and Countess 
of Sandwich and yes, it was an ancestor who 
‘invented’ that quick meal!  We will be guided 
around the House which has an interesting history 
dating from c. Jacobean times. It will be recognised 
as Bathsheba’s home in the 2015 film, ‘Far from 
the Madding Crowd’. 
Mapperton Gardens cover 15 acres and include an 
orangery, topiary and borders descending to pools 
and an arboretum.  There will be time for 
refreshments before returning to Frome. 
8.30 Departure from Cricket Club  
Price: £25 
Phone bookings from 25th July 



 
Thursday 23rd August  Visit to Yeovil 
Yeovil was a small and fairly isolated country town 
until the early 19th century.  Based on glove 
making, its prosperity grew when gloves became 
an essential fashion accessory for nineteenth 
century ladies and gentlemen.  The twentieth 
century saw Yeovil as the centre for the helicopter 
industry.  The tour starts at the Community 
Heritage Access Centre where we will have a 
conducted tour.  The Centre replaces the museum 
and houses a treasure trove of objects and pictures 
of the past.  Then, in the town, we are given a 
guided tour of St John’s Church built almost 
entirely in the fifteenth century.  After lunch 
(included) in an eighteenth century restaurant we 
have the option of a guided tour of the historic 
buildings of central Yeovil led by Peter Clark.  
Alternatively, there is an opportunity to see the 
shops.  Peter will talk about the history of Yeovil on 
the bus. 
9am Departure from Cricket Club 
Price £17.00 
Phone bookings from 2nd August 
 
Thursday 13th September 2018  Visit to 
Tyntesfield House 
Tyntesfield is a stunning Victorian Country House 
and estate in Gothic style situated in the North 
Somerset countryside.  It is famous for its carvings, 
flower filled terraces and kitchen gardens and an 
array of treasures inside the house. 
Outside, there are woodland walks, an Arboretum 
and the estate to visit.  A book and gift shop, café 
and restaurant are available.  The house and 
grounds have guided tours which will explain the 
extent of the work and the achievements of the 
National Trust over the years.  A courtesy vehicle 
is available for transfer from the car park to the 
house.  Otherwise stout footwear is recommended. 
8.45am Departure from the Cricket Club 
Price NT members £8, non-NT members £22 
(FSLS members are entitled to free entry 
vouchers from Civic Voice, so please apply) 
Phone bookings from 22nd August 

 
OTHER NEWS 

 
Monday July 9th in the Merlin Theatre.  A talk 
by writer and broadcaster Julian Richards.  A 
Frome Society event for the Frome Festival.  
Booking form enclosed.   
Please book by Friday April 20th for a 
discounted price for members. 
 
Tuesday July 10th in Rook Lane Chapel.  The 
meddling of Mrs Harris.  A dramatized reading 
of Mark Twain’s King Leopold’s soliloquoy 
from Peter Clark and Crysse Morrison.  Lady 
Harris (as she became) was a resident of 
Frome and there is a Frome Society plaque to 
her near her childhood home in Merchant’s 
Barton.  Book via the Cheese and Grain for 
this Nevertheless production. 
 
Selwood School 
In 2018, Selwood School also celebrates a 
60th birthday.  They ask if anyone is willing to 
share memories, memorabilia and any 
souvenirs of their time at Selwood (pupil or 
teacher).  Please contact Emma Milton at the 
school on 01373 468609 or on 
EMilton@educ.somerset.gov.uk 
 
Email 
Email is becoming a preferred method of 
communication.  It would be both a help and 
an economy if members would accept their 
copies of Contact by email.  If you are happy 
for this to happen please notify FSLS via 
info@fsls.org.uk .  Also, if you have changed 
your email recently, please let us know.  
 
Bookshop discount for members 
Winstone’s Hunting Raven Bookshop is once 
again offering a 10% discount to FSLS 
members.  The discount voucher, to be shown 
in the bookshop, is on the back page of 
Contact. 
 
Volunteers 
We urgently need more volunteers to come 
forward and help run the Society.  Some of our 
longstanding officers will stand down in 2019 
and, so far, no replacements have been found.  
Please step forward if you think you can help 
and make sure that the Society goes on 
celebrating milestone birthdays.  If you’re not 
sure what this might entail, talk to any member 
of the current committee to find out what is 
involved.   
 

mailto:EMilton@educ.somerset.gov.uk
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CIVIC SOCIETY REVIEW OF 2017 
It has been another busy year for Frome and District Civic Society.  Thanks to John Peverley, Jean 
Lowe and Tim Rose, our small but committed panel this year.  We also welcomed a new panel member, 
Debbie Little. We met on 17 occasions to review applications in Frome in 2017.  We are also indebted 
to Alastair MacLeay for providing us with a comfortable meeting venue. 
Marston House Garden, Marston Bigot 
An application was lodged in December for the ‘Restoration of 114 Acres of Grade II listed Park and 
Garden for a development ‘to include 20 Lodges, Hub and Reception buildings’ to create a Hotel, 
Leisure and Recreation facilities.  There is concern that the proposed 20 holiday units may provide 
insufficient income for the maintenance of the grounds and buildings.  The proposal is for exclusive use 
of the grounds by the holiday company and guests, raising concerns from adjacent parishes about 
access by local residents. 
Frome Tool & Gauge, Manor Road 
An application by John Peverley to have the 1964 building listed was declined by Historic England but 
only after a detailed assessment of the building’s architectural and historic interest.  It is a landmark 
building with a rhythmic wave pattern and material character distinct from the bland boxes of the 
adjacent trading estate.  We understand though that the new owners intend to renovate the building. 
Perhaps Frome Tool and Gauge will remain an interesting gateway to an otherwise banal collection of 
sheds and be rejuvenated as a place for new and growing businesses.  
Fussells Upper Works, Wadbury  
I was excited and a little apprehensive to take on the Architectural role for a project to create a hydro 
scheme to provide electricity to Mells village. This site has much statutory protection.  The Iron Works 
is a Scheduled Ancient Monument.  It lies within the flood plain.  The site is covered by an SSSI and 
SAC (European Special Area of Conservation) designation for its nationally important greater 
horseshoe bat roost and supports 11 species of foraging/commuting bats, hibernating bats, nesting 
birds and otter. 
With the help of industrial historian Robin Thornes and the owner Hapsford Hydro, we discovered the 
route of a 1904 hydro scheme to provide electric lighting for nearby Wadbury House.  This provided a 
way of integrating a new hydro scheme below ground.  Over the course of 2017 the proposals were 
given approval by Historic England, Natural England, the Environment Agency and Mendip District 
Council, with the support of several local residents and Mells Parish Council.  There are still significant 
hurdles to realising this project. 
Box Works, Market Yard 
In 2017 Mendip District Council proposed the installation of 20 new 40ft shipping containers next to the 
Cheese & Grain, fitted out as offices to rent. While we support new employment and business 
opportunities in the centre of Frome, this application would severely hamper the operations of the venue 
and adjacent Canoe Club.  Thanks to the support received from members, including our MP, Mendip 
have put the application on hold temporarily, pending an alternative proposal to site them alongside 
Justice Lane, opposite Black Swan Arts (BSA). 
Mendip Council have reconfirmed their determination to site the containers on their car park.  Whatever 
the outcome, shipping containers should not be a long-term alternative to well-designed permanent 
buildings. We oppose any proposal to permanently site them in the town centre. 
There is merit in the concept of an arts square in this part of town.  If Justice Lane were to be 
developed as a pedestrian friendly square, bounded by the Black Swan and Round Tower on one 
side, with a new accessible ground floor BSA gallery and small art or design based shops and 
businesses on the other, it could become more than the sum of its parts.  For a sketch of how this 
might look see the FSLS website at www.bit.ly/FromeCSboxworks  
The District Council have remained silent on their revised plans, but we anticipate a new application 
being lodged soon.  I have put forward this alternative approach to BSA Trustees, Forward Space (the 
company appointed by Mendip to install and manage the units), and a number of town and district 
councillors, which has been well received.  In my personal view shipping containers are not a form of 
development to be encouraged in Frome, but if there is no alternative, they should be friendly 
neighbours that contribute to the town rather than an isolated block in the town’s car park. 
Expanding Frome (Local Plan Part II)  
As previously reported, the aim of Mendip Local Plan Part II (2006-2029) is to identify land for the 
expansion of housing and employment. The number of new dwellings in Frome has been revised 
upward to 2776.  This part of the Local Plan is out for consultation till 12th February. The plan is likely 
to be submitted in May to the Government inspector and adopted in December.  
Richard Swann RIBA 
Chair Frome & District Civic Society

http://bit.ly/FromeCSboxworks


TWO NEW BOOKS FROM FROME SOCIETY FOR LOCAL STUDY  
 

‘Woad To This’ by Carolyn Griffiths  
Only obtainable direct from FSLS 
Carolyn Griffiths has spent more than four years researching the cloth and dye trades of Frome 
following the discovery of 18th century dye recipe books from Wallbridge and Welshmill held 

by the Bath Reference Library and The National Archives. 
The result is a book that spans the woad and cloth trade of 
Frome from a fulling mill lease of 1333 until the start of the 
industrial revolution. 
 
This beautifully illustrated book would make a wonderful 
present for anyone interested in the town, the social and 
industrial history of the cloth trade, or textiles. 
 
Woad to this 
2017, 280 pages, 21.5 x 27.5cm 
ISBN 9780993060557 
£24.00 for local delivery, £28.50 inc. UK P& P 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Frome Place Names by Michael McGarvie 
 

Michael McGarvie has compiled an erudite and 
entertaining description of the derivation of the 
place and street names in Frome. Many of these 
date from the middle ages or recall the names of 
householders who lived in the street. 

 
Frome Place Names 
2017, 4th Edition 
ISBN 9780993060540M 
£6.00 for local delivery 
or £8.00 in inc. UK P&P 
 

Frome Society publications are available from Winstones Hunting Raven Bookshop, 
Cheap Street, Frome,  Frome Museum and Frome Information Centre or from: 
Alastair MacLeay, Prospect House, Trudoxhill, Frome  BA11 5DP (01373 836595) 
Email:  info@fsls.org.uk 
Postage and packing extra 

 
 
 

Frome Society for Local Study 
2018 

10% discount on book purchases 
Please present this token at 
Hunting Raven Bookshop 
to get a 10% discount on 

purchases. 
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