CONTACT
Frome Society for Local Study
Frome and District Civic Society

Frome Society for Local Study
invites you to a
th

60 Anniversary Celebration
on
th

Saturday 13 October 2018
from 12 noon to 4.30pm
at Selwood School Hall
th

In October we celebrate our 60 anniversary. By happy coincidence Selwood
School (the venue of the first FSLS lecture in 1958) is also celebrating 60 years
and has very kindly invited us to hold our celebrations at the school.
The day includes lunch, entertainment and an exhibition.
The booking form for this commemorative event is
inside this copy of Contact.
Please join us!

Autumn/
Winter
2018/19

Officers and Committee of the Society
Annual Subscriptions from 1st January 2019
President: Michael McGarvie FSA
Single Membership: £10.00

Chairman: Julian Watson**
The Wool House
6, Cork Street
Frome BA11 1BL

Joint Membership: £15.00
Life Membership Single: £100.00
465664

Life Membership Joint: £150.00

Secretary:
Post currently vacant
CHEQUE PAYMENTS

Vice-Chairman: Liz O’Sullivan**
Rock Edge
Mells Green
Mells BA11 3QR

812201

Treasurer: Judith Macarthur**
22 Whatcombe Road
Frome BA11 3AE

453151

Membership Secretary: Janet Howard
4, Styles Hill
Frome BA11 5JQ
473733

The Treasurer asks that all cheques should be
made payable to ‘Frome Society for Local
Study’ or ‘FSLS’. The bank does not normally
allow cheques made out to individuals to be
paid into the Society account. The preferred
method of payment is by standing order to
FSLS, and a form is available from Janet Howard or may be downloaded from the FSLS website, www.fsls.org.uk

Committee Members:
Ewart Baldwin

467775

Pat Eames**

464464

Jennie O’Kane

467787

Paul Truscott**

300141

Sara Morris

463580

Sheila Gore (co-opted)

07810 833246

All lectures take place in the Assembly Rooms
at the rear of Frome Memorial Theatre (BA11
1EB).
Lectures start at 2.30pm apart from the lecture
on 23rd March 2019 when the talk will be preceded by the AGM at 2pm.
Visitors are welcome but are asked to pay an
entry fee of £3.00.

Administrator: Lorraine Johnson
info@fsls.org.uk
07515 965778
Chairman of Frome & District Civic Society
Richard Swann**

831256
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Published by Frome Society for Local Study. Typeset by Lorraine Johnson info@fsls.org.uk
Registered Charity No.292340. Printed by Dean Press: contact@deanpress.co.uk

Report from the Chairman
I am writing this on a very hot Sunday afternoon in July. Never did I think that I would pray for rain, but even my seven
year old granddaughter declares she “really wants it to rain and I will dance when it comes!” I am sure she will get her
wish before too long.
I can report a string of lovely events this year, with excellent lectures, visits and a whole new level of publication
achieved by the Society. You will also notice the invitation to our birthday party – 60 years of the Society – do please
come! I can happily report that within this document you will find another selection of fascinating lectures for all
tastes. However there is a serious issue I need to address.
It is vital that we have willing and enthusiastic members to help organise all such events. Next March, at our AGM, a
number of members of the committee are coming to the end of their commitment. We really do need replacements if
the Society is to continue in its present form! I have listed some of the individuals concerned, with their consent, and
invite you – the 450+ members - to consider where and how you can contribute to this wonderful organisation. Why
not contact one of the individuals listed and suggest you “shadow” them for a period, sharing the excitement of seeing your ideas come into being and working for others? The individuals would all be happy to see you and discuss possibilities.
Julian Watson - Chair – resigning
Liz O’Sullivan Vice-Chair - resigning
Margery Hyde - Secretary – already resigned and an administrator appointed
Janet Howard - Membership Secretary who works with spreadsheets and emails – resigning
Judith Macarthur – Treasurer –some help with book-keeping and accounts appreciated.
Jennie O’Kane – would like help with the organisation of visits
Janet Howard – would like help with suggestions for lectures.
Now is the time to show your enthusiasm for our Society. Make that initial contact and we will help all we can. The
Society belongs to us all!
Julian Watson
Chairman, FSLS

OTHER NEWS
th

60 Birthday celebrations
th
On 4 June 1958 a group of nine Frome citizens met at the home of Hilary Daniel, ‘these being people aware of the
need of a scientific and historical society in the Frome district and prepared to work towards its foundation’. At this
meeting, the aims of the proposed society were identified, and a plan of action was formulated. From these beginnings, the Frome Society for Local Study was established with Hilary Daniel as its first chairman. The first lecture was
th
delivered on 9 October 1958 by Sir Leonard Woolley at the equally newly-established Selwood School.
Frome Society for Local Study is now celebrating 60 years and, to do so, returns to the site of that first lecture. Speakers include Hilary Daniel who will speak about the early days of FSLS; Michael McGarvie whose talk encompasses FSLS
and Frome and guest speaker, Julian Hight who will enlighten us with his expert knowledge of trees, particularly those
of Selwood.
The booking form is enclosed with this issue of Contact and we hope that as many of you as possible will wish to be
present.
Thomas Bunn’s grave
Help needed! Thomas Bunn is buried in the graveyard at Christ Church and, for a long time, FSLS has looked after his
grave. Jacqueline McKee did this for many years and, more recently, Miriam Hare has undertaken the responsibility.
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Thanks are due to both. Miriam steps down shortly and we need another volunteer to keep the weeds down and
check for any other maintenance work that might be needed. Please contact Julian Watson (465664) if you can help.
Research Groups
Earlier this year FSLS established two research groups. One of these focused on listing the Cockey lamps and researched their history and the history of the Cockey family. The other looked at the suffragette movement in Frome.
th
The results are a fascinating glimpse into Frome’s past and will be included in the exhibition at the 60 birthday party.
Are there any other topics that should be researched and is anyone willing to co-ordinate a group to do so?
Volunteers to join the committee
The call for volunteers to come forward and help run the Society is now urgent. Some of our longstanding officers
stand down within the next six months and, so far, no replacements have been found. Please step forward if you think
you can help and make sure that the society goes on celebrating milestone birthdays. If you’re not sure what this
might entail, talk to any member of the current committee to find out what is involved.
East Somerset Railway Oral History Project
East Somerset Railway has been awarded heritage lottery funding to pursue developments, one of which is an oral
history project. The objective is to record and transcribe interviews - of any length - with local people who have memories and recollections of the ESR to use as an archive in its own right, as captions for displays at the new Learning
Centre and in the museum collection.
Project members are willing to travel to any group meeting or arrange meetings individually, and would make sure
that interviewees knew of our plans - and plans for their information - through disclosure forms. They would like to
hear from people who have had any part of the past entwined with the railway, particularly the East Somerset Railway
and its stations.

Civic Society News
Competing Rights
A number of development proposals in the last few months have generated some interesting conversations within
Frome Civic Society planning panel about competing rights. The rights of land owners to do as they wish with their
property, and the sometimes competing rights of the wider public to continue to enjoy an amenity they have used for
several years, albeit on private land.
A proposal for 4 houses off The Retreat, including a luxury crescent house with garden stretching to the river, was opposed by very many residents and walkers who regularly use the footpath to Adderwell. Following an effective campaign by residents, an application for a ‘Right of Way’ has been submitted. The Application for the houses is on hold
pending further information about the access and, hopefully, amended plans showing a public footpath along the river.
Meanwhile something stirred in the undergrowth down Egford Lane. The unexpected buzz of a chainsaw in the trees
alongside Egford Lane Park, drew a rapid reaction, particularly from Councillor Helen Sprawson-White and the Mendip
Tree officer who slapped an emergency Tree Preservation Order on them. The area of trees is contested as the new
owners wish to secure their land, while a group of residents claim the land has been publicly used for many years. A
‘Village Green Status’ application has been made by the group that would, once in place, prevent the land from being
fenced off. A planning application has since been lodged to manage the trees, allowing for the erection of a boarded
fence.
Frome Tool & Gauge, Manor Road
There has been much talk about the future of Frome Tool & Gauge. After some months shrouded in scaffolding, the
building has emerged, minus it’s characteristic chimney and stripped back to it’s concrete frame, unencumbered by
much of its former window frames and cladding. Work appears to have ceased pending consent for the conversion to
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offices for about 200 people. Exciting plans have been submitted, showing an open interior with a mezzanine gallery,
cafe and ‘breakout’ spaces. The exterior is proposed to be re-clad in timber boarding that appeared to be less sympathetic in the view of members of the Civic Society planning panel.
Selwood Garden Village
In February 2018 the ‘Selwood Garden Village’ proposal was made public. It is a response (an objection) to the Mendip
District Council Local Plan Part II Consultation. It suggests that the MDC plan should allow for a further 2,200 homes in
Frome, beyond the 2,776 already included in the plan till 2026. They are proposed to be sited beyond Keyford on the
southern slopes of the town. The scheme also includes business allocations & a community hub. It was submitted by
the ‘South Frome Consortium’, a group of landowners, promoters and consultants. The amount of development,
stretching from Sainsbury’s to Blatchbridge and on to Southfield farm, would have a significant and permanent impact
on the town. We have had a number of meetings with councillors, near neighbours and the head of MDC planning
policy, to understand and form a view on this application. Katy Duke (my better half!) has undertaken an in-depth
analysis of the proposals, they can be seen online here: www.fromesgv.wordpress.com.
Mendip Local Plan Part II
MDC planning policy team are currently reviewing responses to the public consultation on the Local Plan II. The Plan
identifies suitable sites for housing and employment. The SGV proposal was submitted on the last day of consultation.
As the land is mostly outside the area identified for new housing, the proposed SGV has been submitted as an ‘objection’ to the Local Plan II. There is a deadline of December for MDC to submit the Local Plan II to the government inspector to avoid falling foul of new policies contained within the new National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF). It
therefore seems unlikely that SGV would be accepted as part of the Local Plan II as it would significantly delay the
submission, rendering the Local Plan open to challenge. However this will not close the door on a further increase in
housing allocated to Frome.
New NPPF and Housing
By the end of the current sitting of parliament (Brexit permitting) the New NPPF should have passed onto the statute
books. This revised document sets out the underpinning policies that all local planning authorities need to follow. Although not through its final reading, it seems that the NPPF is an attempt by the government to rapidly accelerate
house building. This would be through increased allocations in areas of high disparity between average income and
house prices, an issue particularly affecting Mendip. There is also a proposal to put the responsibility onto local authorities to not only allocate potential sites, but also ensure the housing is delivered, to avoid being penalised. How
this will work in practice seems uncertain.
The revised allocation would mean a very large increase in house building in Frome over and above the current requirement. It seems vital now that Frome needs a clear headed, comprehensive review of where additional housing
land should be allocated, based on environmental and social impact and connections to transport and services. Is it
time to consider the impact of expansion beyond the boundaries of the railway and by-pass?
Box Works, Market Yard
In 2017 Mendip District Council proposed the installation of 20 new 40’ shipping containers next to the Cheese &
Grain, fitted out as offices to rent. This is still a ‘live’ application, but Mendip Council now propose an alternative site
on the other side of Justice Lane from the Black Swan. This alternative proposal received mixed reactions. The proposed Boxworks (now known as ‘Frome Create’) offices/studios are much better arranged and incorporate an open
central balcony access and an additional gallery for the Black Swan facing a new pedestrian square. But some residents
who live and work in buildings accessed through the library staff car park, are concerned about the pedestrianisation
of Justice Lane and the creation of vehicular access via the Cattle Market car park. The planning application has been
withdrawn in order to consult the residents. But Mendip have reconfirmed their determination to site the containers
on the car park, so it is expected the application will be resubmitted in possibly an amended form. If not, it seems likely MDC will revert to the Cheese & Grain/ Canoe Club site.
Richard Swann RIBA
Chair Frome & District Civic Society
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objector. But they ended up with the same perspective on
‘the war to end wars’. The talk will be illustrated with excerpts from television programmes made by the speaker.

2018/19 FSLS Lecture Programme
6 October 2018 - Mary Wright - E W Godwin, the Greatest
Aesthete of Them All
Mary Wright, a local historian living in Bristol, will talk
about Edward Godwin, who was one of Bristol’s most eminent Victorians. He was an archaeologist, an architect, a
designer of highly original Anglo-Japanese style furniture
and a creator of theatre sets and costumes. Liberty’s, Oscar
Wilde and Whistler were his clients, and Ellen Terry his
mistress. Godwin was influential in the Aesthetic Movement that created the ‘look’ of Victorian England. Godwin
was also passionate about Bristol and its architectural legacy, and he set up the city’s first Conservation Society.

1 December 2018 - Roger Leech - From the Trinity Area to
Bristol: Town houses further explored
In 1981, with the assistance of Frome Society member, the
late Derek Gill, Roger Leech,
currently Visiting Professor in
Archaeology at the University
of Southampton, wrote the
book Early Industrial Housing:
The Trinity Area of Frome. The
book identified the Trinity
Area, dating from c.1665, as
one of the earliest surviving
planned urban developments
for a semi-industrial population in England.

Professor Leech will describe
his survey of the houses in Trinity and link this research to
his more recent work, published in his book on The Town
House in Medieval and Early Modern Bristol, and he will
show how these houses reveal the social structure and
aspirations of Bristol’s citizens.
15 December 2018 - Chris Billinghurst - The Monarch’s
Way: the amazing tale of Charles II’s Escape
In 1649 Charles I was executed and in 1651 his son Charles,
later to become Charles II, and his Royalist followers, in a
vain attempt to overthrow Cromwell’s Parliamentary Army,
were heavily defeated at the Battle of Worcester.

13 October 2018 - 60th Birthday Celebration at Selwood
School
See separate details in Contact
3 November 2018 - Paul Wynne - The challenges facing
Frome Town Council in 2018
Paul Wynne has lived in Frome for the past 18 years and
has been the Clerk of the Town Council since 2012. He has
overall responsibility for delivering the work of the Council,
ensuring that services meet local needs, that the local
community is properly represented, and striving to improve the quality of life in Frome. Paul was previously the
deputy clerk for four years, and prior to that he worked for
various public sector and charity sector environmental
organisations doing various jobs from lobbying Westminster through to tree planting and many things in between.

For the next six weeks, and over a distance of 625 miles,
Charles, in disguise, traversed southern England, attempting to escape to France. Chris Billinghurst has walked The
Monarch’s Way, a long-distance footpath which follows
Charles’ escape route, and she will describe both the historical events surrounding his escape and the very beautiful and varied countryside through which the route passes.
With a £1000 bounty on his head, Charles was hotly pursued by the Parliamentary forces.
He travelled first north towards Wales, then south through
the Cotswolds and the Mendips to the South Coast, and
finally along the South Downs to Shoreham where he made
his escape to France, where he was to spend the next nine
years. Loyally supported by his followers, many at great
risk to their own lives, he was given shelter in places both
great and humble, many of which still exist today and will
be described in the talk.
[FSLS publications will be on sale before lecture]

Paul will briefly chart some of the more significant changes
experienced by Frome over the last 15 years or so, and
then focus on the challenges that face Frome today.
17 November 2018 - Colin Thomas -Slaughter No Remedy,
Harry Patch, Walter Ayles and the First World War
Colin Thomas is a television producer/director. His awards
include a Jury Prize at the Celtic Film Festival, a Prix Europa
and three Best Documentary awards from BAFTA Wales.
He is author of Dreaming A City – from Wales to Ukraine,
The Dragon and the Eagle and Slaughter No Remedy.

5 January 2019 - Chris Eldridge - Alfred the Great and the
Somerset Connection
Chris Eldridge is the Head of History at Wells
Cathedral School. One of his areas of special interest is
Anglo-Saxon history, especially the reign of Alfred the
Great. Chris will be exploring the kingdom of Wessex that
Alfred inherited, his stand against the Vikings and the resultant legacy of England, the world’s first nation state.
Somerset, a constituent shire of Wessex, was at the heart
of this process and he will focus on the role of its people

For Harry Patch and Walter Ayles, the outbreak of the First
World War was a testing time. From sharply different
backgrounds, they initially responded very differently, Harry becoming a member of a machine gun team on the
Western Front, Walter going to prison as a conscientious
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and places, particularly in the desperate months at the
start of 878 when Alfred was a fugitive in the marshes of
Athelney.

ing Singers’ and will describe how this small family foundry
was able to become so successful and with such a high
reputation thanks to the ingenuity and forward thinking of
John Webb Singer.

26 January 2019 - Ollie Taylor - The History and Evolution
of Bath Abbey
Bath Abbey, or the Church of St Peter and St Paul with St
James, is a thriving parish church at the heart of Bath.
Christian worship has taken place on the site for over 1,300
years and the church buildings have undergone many
changes: from Saxon convent, to Norman Cathedral, to the
late medieval Abbey that stands today.

Sue will describe to us the foundry’s journey from its small
beginnings in the 1850s, casting brass church regalia for
Vicar Bennett in a foundry in Eagle Lane, to a large factory,
employing over 200 people, which by the end of the century was supplying bronze statues around the world, including Boadicea opposite Big Ben, and the figure of Justice
crowning the Old Bailey.
During the First World War it made shell cases and following the war, it produced countless war memorials. This talk
will be one of many events in 2019 celebrating the story of
Singers, including an exhibition at Rook Lane Chapel and
the production of a new book by Sue, which it is hoped will
be available for sale at the meeting.

Dr Oliver Taylor, who is Head of Interpretation, Learning
and Engagement at Bath Abbey, will tell the story of these
churches and how the Abbey came to be re-built after the
Dissolution thanks to the people of the city. As the parish
church for the city, the Abbey became a place of burial and
commemoration for the city. The result is that the Abbey
has a unique floor, comprised of almost 900 ledger stones
(flat stones), and over 600 memorial tablets. This aspect of
the Abbey’s history will be looked at in detail, a legacy that
has resulted in the major conservation work currently taking place. The talk will be illustrated with images of the
Abbey throughout its history and photographs of the conservation work taking place today.
9 February 2019 - Dennis Chedgy - Radstock Museum
Dennis Chedgy has for many years been closely involved in
the formation and development of Radstock Museum. In
1985, he was a founder member of the Museum Society,
and he was a Trustee for more than thirty years.
In his talk, Dennis will explain why, when and how the Museum Society formed; the opening of the first museum at
Barton Mead, Haydon; the successful Lottery bid and establishment of the new permanent Museum at Radstock in
1999, and the major EU award and further developments
in 2005. He will describe the future plans for the Museum.

23 March 2019 - Rev’d Colin Alsbury - the Rev’d WJE Bennett

Rev’d Colin Alsbury is the Rural Dean of Frome and vicar of
St John the Baptist Parish Church. He will give a talk about
the controversial priest William James Early Bennett, who
was appointed as vicar of St John’s in 1852. Bennett is celebrated for having provoked the decision that the doctrine
of the Real Presence is a dogma not inconsistent with the
creed of the Church of England.

23 February 2019 - Clare Moody MEP - Experience of representing the South-West Region and Gibraltar in the
European Parliament at a time of massive change
Clare Moody is one of six MEPs elected in May 2014 to
represent the South-West Region and Gibraltar in the European Parliament. She is a member of the Group of the
Progressive Alliance of Socialists and Democrats and sits on
a number of Committees including Foreign Affairs, Security
and Defence, and Women’s rights and Gender Equality.
Clare lives in Salisbury. She started work at the Banking,
Insurance and Finance Union, and through a series of union
amalgamations became a regional officer for Unite the
Union in Bournemouth. Clare worked at Number 10 during
Gordon Brown’s premiership. Clare’s top priority is to her
constituents, and she will talk about her experiences representing the South West and Gibraltar.

Within a few years of Bennett's arrival the system of pew
privilege, by which the wealthy bought their pews was
abandoned and many of the pews and the galleries were
removed. He also divided the parish into 12 districts and
established schools, classes, a dispensary and other charities for the population. He set up a choir school for 12 boys
and creches for the children of the town's factory workers.
He bought some of the properties around the church and
the building used for the school is now the church hall and
known as the Bennett Centre.
Bennett undertook significant restoration of St John’s, and
employed the sculptor James Forsyth to carve statues of
saints, the reredos and 18 medallions. Forsyth was also
responsible for the carving of the Via Crucis alongside the
steps on the north side of the church.

9 March 2019 - Sue Bucklow - Casting the Empire: J.W.
Singer & Sons of Frome
2019 marks the bi-centenary of the birth in Frome of John
Webb Singer, who founded the famous metallic art works,
J.W.Singer & Sons. Sue Bucklow, formerly Curator of the
Hulton Deutsch Collection, has spent many years research-

[FSLS publications will be on sale before lecture]
This meeting will be preceded by the AGM at 2.00pm.
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PUBLICATIONS FOR SALE

£

Historic Inns of Frome
Rodden Church

10.00
3.00

Woad to This

24.00

The Butler and Tanner Story

12.00

Yearbooks

The Book of Frome (fifth edition)

15.00

FSLS Yearbooks 1, 2, 3, 4 on CD

A History of Mells (third edition)

7.50

The Kings Peace

6.00

Villages of the Frome Area

4.50

The History of Nunney (second edition)

7.50

FSLS Yearbooks 7, 8, 9, 10 and 11 each

The Toll Houses of Somerset

9.95

FSLS Yearbooks 12 and 13 each

10.00

Stoke St Michael in old Photographs

7.50

A History of Stoke St Michael

8.50

FSLS Yearbooks 14, 15, 17, 18, 19, 20
and 21 each

10.00

A History of Holcombe

10.00

The Book of Leigh on Mendip

10.00

A History of Wanstrow

10.00

Marston House

3.00

The Mystery of Fidele

2.50

Frome through the Ages

5.00

Willow Vale Frome on CD

5.00

Bath Street

3.00

FSLS Yearbooks 6 and 16 on CD

3.00
10.00
6.00

1886 OS map of central Frome (folded) 10.00
1903 OS map of Frome (flat)

9.00

1838 Borough map of Frome on CD

10.00

1886 OS map of Frome on CD

10.00

Framed Painting of Frome
by WW Wheatley

5.00

Painting of Frome by
WW Wheatley (unframed)

1.00

Frome Society publications are available from:

The Sheppards and eighteenth
century Frome on CD

10.00

Frome Street and Place Names
(fourth edition)

6.00

Frome Heritage Trail (third edition)

3.00

Experiences of a nineteenth century
Gentleman

FSLS Yearbook 5

10.00

Winstones Hunting Raven Bookshop, Cheap Street,
Frome; Frome Museum; Frome Information Centre
or from Alastair MacLeay, Prospect House,
Trudoxhill, Frome, Somerset BA11 5DP (01373 836
595)
Postage & packing extra at cost.
e-mail: info@fsls.org.uk website www.fsls.org.uk

10.00

Crime and Punishment in Regency
Frome

3.50

Argyll House Frome

3.00

The Blue House Frome

3.00

The Buildings of Frome (third edition)

9.00

The Industries of Frome

7.00

Future of the Past

1.00

The Bounds of Selwood

2.00

Frome Society for Local Study
10% discount on book purchases
Please present this token at
Hunting Raven Bookshop
to get a 10% discount on purchases.
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