
SOUTH EXTENSION TO FROME - comments from Frome & District Civic Society

Application 2019/3076/FUL submitted by David Wilson homes relates to one of four fields at 
Keyford that have been amalgamated into Site Allocation FR3a under Mendip Local Plan Part 2. 
(Fig.1)

Local Plan Part 2 requires that a Masterplan approach should be applied to the whole of this site 
(325 dwellings across the four parcels.) The application fails to do this;

(1) A Masterplan must establish a fully integrated pattern of access and connectivity within FR3a 
itself.

The ‘Masterplan’ at Figure 1 shows the opposite: a complete lack of integration between the 
parcels of land that make up FR3a; they are each separate, isolated cul-de-sac developments 
that would have no interconnectivity at all. 

 (2) A Masterplan must take account of potential future growth areas, to ascertain impacts on 
future traffic and to ensure that road standards are suitable for additional use over time. 

Figure 2 shows the future growth areas of Selwood Garden Village’ (SGV) Phase 1 and 2, 
currently at pre-application stage, for up to 1500 new homes. Key to this development will be the 
link between the two phases. However, this route is not feasible, because it would have to pass 
through private land at Blatchbridge Farm, which is unavailable.
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Figure 3 below shows the route that would in fact need to be taken to make viable provision for a 
future phase of the SGV development (or any future growth area to the south of Frome). This 
would take it through the southern edge of of FR3a.
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Therefore, the present application will need to reserve road routes for east-west links in order to 
make provision for future growth (whether Selwood Garden Village goes ahead or not).

Figure 4 below shows two ways in which this might be achieved. To ensure effective traffic flow, 
a roundabout on the B3092 needs to be considered.
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The requirements of the Masterplan for FR3a to be developed as an integrated site 
could also be met by including a spur to the west, enabling a direct connection with the 
Wainhomes development site on the other side of the B3092. 

To summarise, the David Wilson Homes application does not meet the criteria for a 
viable Masterplan, either within FR3a itself or in the light of future development needs. It 
cannot be passed in its present form without breaching the Inspector’s requirement. It 
would create a permanent block to future connectivity within Frome’s southern edge 
developments, driving traffic onto country lanes and residential streets that are already 
under significant pressure.
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Appendix 1

Proposed ‘Masterplan’ for FR3a combined with proposed extension to Marston Trading 
Estate & proposal by LVA for Selwood Garden Village. This whole area needs an 
intergated Masterplan once the future housing needs for Frome are established.

For more thoughts on alternative sites for Frome extensions see www.bit.ly/FromeEdge
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