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Planning Applications

During 2013, a small team of Civic Society members have met every three weeks to 
examine and comment on planning applications. In total we have commented on 211 
planning applications, 25 less than in 2012. Our comments have been passed to Frome 
Town Council’s Planning Sub-Committee and to Mendip District Council’s officers and in 
quite a number of instances our comments have helped to improve developments.
The Society have made representations on a number of significant Planning Applications 
including extensions to Asda and the Westway Shopping Centre, the proposed Steiner 
Academy, The development of the Butler, Tanner Dennis site for housing, the proposed 
extension to Frome on land at Southfield Farm and the development of Saxonvale.

Saxonvale

Members of the Society have contributed to 2 public meetings and worked in concert with 
other local interest groups to raise awareness of the current proposals by Frontier Ltd for a 
large supermarket on land at Saxonvale.

Mendip Conservation Advisory Panel

The Society is represented on Mendip District Council’s Conservation Advisory Panel of 
which there were 8 meetings in 2013.

Frome Neighbourhood Plan

Members of the Society participated in several workshops to aid the preparation of a 
Neighbourhood Plan being prepared by Frome Town Council, and have commented on the 
draft that will be submitted to Mendip and an Independent Inspector for review prior to the 
final version being subjected to a referendum, possibly in the summer of 2014.

Remodelling the Town Centre

The Society was represented on the Steering Group concerned with the Town Council’s 
emerging proposals for remodelling the Town Centre and have been consulted on the 
creation of a ‘heritage quarter’ centred on the museum and Black Swan Arts. 

Mendip District Council’s Pre-Submission Local Plan 2006-2028

The Society made comments on the Local Plan. These have been submitted to the 
Planning Inspector and will be presented at a Public Examination in April 2014.

Frome Town Design Statement Supplementary Planning Document

The Society made comments on the Frome Town Design Statement prepared by Frome 
Town Council which is pending inclusion in the new Local Plan.

Local Listing



An initial inventory of buildings and environmental features in Frome, eligible for Local 
Listing, has been submitted to Mendip District Council for inclusion in the Local Plan as a 
Supplementary Planning Document. 

Civic Voice

The Society, together with the Frome Society for Local Study, is a member of Civic Voice, 
the national body concerned with civic matters, and through this membership, is 
automatically a member of the National Council for Voluntary Organisations.
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