
CIVIC SOCIETY REVIEW OF 2017 
It has been another busy year for Frome and District Civic Society. Thanks to John Peverley, Jean 
Lowe and Tim Rose, our small but committed panel this year.  We also welcomed a new panel 
member, Debbie Little. We met on 17 occasions to review applications in Frome in 2017.  We are 
also indebted to Alistair MacLeay for providing us with a comfortable meeting venue. 

Marston House Garden, Marston Bigot 

An application was lodged in December for the ‘Restoration of 114 Acres of Grade II listed Park 
and Garden for a development ‘to include 20 Lodges, Hub and Reception buildings’ to create a 
Hotel, Leisure and Recreation facilities.  There is concern that the proposed 20 holiday units may 
provide insufficient income for the maintenance of the grounds and buildings.  The proposal is for 
exclusive use of the grounds by the holiday company and guests, raising concerns from adjacent 
parishes about access by local residents. 

Frome Tool & Gauge, Manor Road 

An application by John Peverley to have the 1964 building listed was declined by Historic England 
but only after a detailed assessment of the building’s architectural and historic interest. 
It is a landmark building with a rhythmic wave pattern and material character distinct from the bland 
boxes of the adjacent trading estate.  We understand though that the new owners intend to 
renovate the building. Perhaps Frome Tool and Gauge will remain an interesting gateway to an 
otherwise banal collection of sheds and be rejuvenated as a place for new and growing 
businesses.  

Fussells Upper Works, Wadbury  

I was excited and a little apprehensive to take on the Architectural role for a project to create a 
hydro scheme to provide electricity to Mells village. This site has much statutory protection.  The 
Iron Works is a Scheduled Ancient Monument.  It lies within the flood plain.  The site is covered by 
an SSSI and SAC (European Special Area of Conservation) designation for its nationally important 
greater horseshoe bat roost and supports 11 species of foraging/commuting bats, hibernating bats, 
nesting birds and otter. 
With the help of industrial historian Robin Thornes and the owner Hapsford Hydro, we discovered 
the route of a 1904 hydro scheme to provide electric lighting for nearby Wadbury House.  This 
provided a way of integrating a new hydro scheme below ground.  Over the course of 2017 the 
proposals were given approval by Historic England, Natural England, the Environment Agency and 
Mendip District Council, with the support of several local residents and Mells Parish Council.  
There are still significant hurdles to realising this project. 

Box Works, Market Yard 

In 2017 Mendip District Council proposed the installation of 20 new 40’ shipping containers next to 
the Cheese & Grain, fitted out as offices to rent. While we support new employment and business 
opportunities in the centre of Frome, this application would severely hamper the operations of the 
venue and adjacent Canoe Club.  Thanks to the support received from members, including our MP, 
Mendip have put the application on hold temporarily, pending an alternative proposal to site them 
alongside Justice Lane, opposite Black Swan Arts (BSA).  
Mendip Council have reconfirmed their determination to site the containers on their car park.  It 
seems unlikely they will be dissuaded by Frome residents or representatives. Whatever the 
outcome, shipping containers should not be a long-term alternative to well-designed permanent 
buildings. We oppose any proposal to permanently site them in the town centre. 
There is merit in the concept of an arts square in this part of town. If Justice Lane were to be 
developed as a pedestrian friendly square, bounded by the Black Swan and Round Tower on one 
side, with a new accessible ground floor BSA gallery and small art or design based shops and 
businesses on the other, it could become more than the sum of its parts.  
The District Council have remained silent on their revised plans, but we anticipate a new 
application being lodged soon.  I have put forward this alternative approach to BSA Trustees, 
Forward Space (the company appointed by Mendip to install and manage the units), and a number 



of town and district councillors, which has been well received.  In my personal view shipping 
containers are not a form of development to be encouraged in Frome, but if there is no alternative, 
they should be friendly neighbours that contribute to the town rather than an isolated block in the 
town’s car park. 

Expanding Frome (Local Plan Part II)  

As previously reported, the aim of Mendip Local Plan Part II (2006-2029) is to identify land for the 
expansion of housing and employment. The number of new dwellings in Frome has been revised 
upward to 2776.  This part of the Local Plan is out for consultation till 12th February. The plan is 
likely to be submitted in May to the Government inspector and adopted in December.  
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