
FCS Review of 2018 

I write this in the no-mans land between Christmas celebrations and the dawn of an 
uncertain New Year. A time to reflect on past indulgence and the leaner winter to come. 
The current uncertainties afflicting the nation are echoed in Frome. How and where will 
the town develop? Should the expansion of the town to newcomers be welcomed or will 
the historic, constrained infrastructure break under the additional pressure?  Last year 
brought forth another batch of about 250 planning proposals in and around the town, 
some still in the balance, a few false dawns and non-starters.


Non-starters

Hoardings on Vallis Road promising 64 ‘New Homes in 2018’ on the former Western 
Vinyl’s site failed to deliver. Following the untimely death in May 2018 of developer Martin 
Connolly, MD of site owner Connolly and Callaghan. The site is now understood to be on 
the market. A fresh application for housing is expected once sold. 

Other major sites with housing consent left undeveloped in 2018 include the T.H.White 
land further along Vallis Road ( approved 2016, 58 dwellings) taken off the market, 
possibly sold to a developer. The Butler Tanner Dennis site off Locks Hill is understood to 
have been acquired by Acorn Property Ltd. A new planning application for about 160 
homes on the site is expected shortly. Demolition of the old works is underway. 


Frome Acorns…

Acorn Property Ltd is busy in Frome, not only on the BTD site but also developing 
Saxonvale with Mendip District Council to provide up to 250 dwellings in a mixed use 
scheme. Members of the Society’s planning panel have met Acorn and their Architect 
Edward Nash over the last few months to review the emerging Masterplan for the site. 
The development land now includes Frome Town Council owned land. There are some 
encouraging signs that a comprehensive plan could emerge. The initial public 
consultation at the Silk Mill on January 11th and 12th is to be followed by a planning 
application expected in late Spring. 


Local Plan Part II

A proposal for (SGV) Selwood Garden Village  was made public in February 2018 as 
reported in the last issue of Contact. The proposals for the mis-named ‘Garden Village’ 
are to build around 2,200 new dwellings on 72 hectares of countryside bounded by the 
by-pass to the south of Frome. The proposers aimed to almost double the number of 
houses envisaged by Mendip District Council (MDC) in the developing ‘Local Plan Part II’ 
housing trajectory for Frome of 1,714 new dwellings required to 2029 on land previously 
identified in the Local Plan. Members of the Society planning panel discussed the 
implications of the SGV proposal with MDC’s head of Planning Policy and put forward 
alternatives for the development of Frome over the medium term. 

Local Plan Part II was submitted to the Secretary of State  for final examination before the 
24th January 2019 deadline. Once approved, the plan will be formally adopted as Local 
Planning guidance for all future proposals. The submission to the Secretary of State now 
incorporates responses to the local consultation, including the SGV proposal. It states: 

“SGV proposals submitted for a substantial expansion of the town are considered 
premature. There has been limited consultation and engagement on this proposal to date, 
no detailed sustainability appraisal or discussion of infrastructure implications. Other 
proposals have been put forward for extensions to Frome and these should form part of 
future engagement on options for Frome after Local Plan Part II.”




Residents of Little Keyford made a spirited and detailed objection to the allocation of 
three nearby fields by MDC  for housing. However MDC have merged the three sites so a 
‘masterplanned’ approach to it’s development will be needed, encouragiing a more 
joined-up approach to delivering future schemes. 

Another hotly disputed potential housing site at Innox Hill off Packsaddle, MDC have 
decided to remove their initial designation of promoting this land for housing. A 2018 
application for 96 dwellings has been withdrawn. The photogenic flock of black sheep 
inhabiting this hillside are thankfully safe for now. 


In The Balance..

Planning Applications still being considered after lengthy consideration include a 
proposed Hotel, Leisure and Recreation facilities, including 20 lodges arranged around 
the lake at Marston House Garden, Marston Bigot. A formidable array of objections have 
been lodged highlighting the damaging impact of the development on the Grade II* Listed 
House and this important historic English Landscape Garden. 

Planning applications for ’Box Works’, Market Yard, a 2017 MDC proposed installation of 
20 shipping containers next to the Cheese & Grain and an alternative site adjacent to the 
Black Swan are apparently still ‘on hold’. It is hoped that MDC have redirected their 
efforts to the development of Saxonvale, but there is no indication yet that the proposal 
will be withdrawn. 

Garston Lodge, the crenelated Victorian Grade II Listed Building at the Garsdale 
roundabout, was severely damaged by fire in October 2018. It had been remodelled in the 
1830’s in a way that masks much earlier fabric, probably dating from the 16th century. 
The roof structure in particular shows soot blackened timber work from that period. Sadly 
the roof structure appears significantly damaged but we understand that some of the 
interiors remain. A protective scaffold enclosure has been installed to protect the 
structure and allow for further examination once it is made safe. 
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