
Frome Civic Society Review - Spring 2020

Review of 2019
We are indebted again this year to our dedicated panel of members who met regularly in 
2019 to review about 300 Frome planning applications and discuss policy developments 
by Mendip District Council. 

More housing on the horizon.
Large scale housing schemes continue to dominate our reviews. In the last two months 
alone there has been a planning application for 250 houses at Sandys Hill Lane, and 
public consultations on 70 houses off Little Keyford Lane, 124 houses off Dragonfly Close, 
plus a further public promotion event for ‘Selwood Garden Village’ (SGV), a speculative 
attempt to coerce the public and planning authority into accepting an additional 2,000 plus 
homes on fields to the southwest of Frome.

Local Plan
The fields and meadows proposed for SGV lie beyond Frome’s expansion zone planned 
by Mendip’s Local Plan Part II (LPpt2). This part of Mendip’s Local Plan was reviewed by a 
government inspector in July (2019) and is on the last stage of adoption in April (2020), 
subject to some amendments or justification of areas designated by Mendip as ‘Local 
Green Spaces’ (LGS). The Inspector noted- ‘The clear message in national policy is that 
LGS designation is to be used sparingly, as part of the overall consideration of the 
planning and development needs of communities and is not a tool to stop development.’  

The inspector has also inverted Mendip’s housing allocation cap for new sites, stating-‘ it is 
also necessary for housing allocations to delete the words ‘up to’ and replace with ‘a 
minimum of’.  As a consequence of this intervention, the developer for the housing site off 
Dragonfly Close is proposing to extend their site into an additional field to exceed the  
housing figure stipulated under LPpt2. An example of how Government policy on national 
housebuilding overrides and undermines locally accountable planning policies. 
Having completed the Local Plan cycle, Mendip will start a ‘Single Plan Review’ to review 
and identify a further increase in housing supply for the District as required by the 
Government. 

Future needs
The well trodden path of business as usual- local, national and global, for over a 
generation, is at an end. It is now abundantly clear that the environment cannot support 
unsustainable development in pursuit of limitless growth. We need to rethink how 
development is conceived and delivered to support ways of living that are less damaging 
to the environment. It is frustrating and heartbreaking that the enormous amount of money 
and resources being invested in Frome through large scale housing developments is 
squandered on poorly designed, cramped accommodation of ‘executive’ style, car 
dominated cul-de-sacs of suburban housing. The same basic ‘cookie cutter’ approach of 
the last 40 years continues, unsuited to the needs of a resource constrained society in a 
climate emergency. 
Shares in the big housebuilding companies jumped by around 10% after the general 
election. The shape of new housing will be driven by the existing ‘cookie cutter’ business 
models of these companies for the foreseeable future.

Saxonvale



Could this finally be the year to ‘get Saxonvale done’? The large area of disused industrial 
land adjacent to the town centre is due to have an outline planning application decided at 
Mendip’s planning board in February or March. The plan for about 300 dwellings, mostly 
flats, with just over 4,000sqm of ‘non-residential’ use, is a long way from the truly mixed 
development advocated by the Civic Society over the last few years. We are represented 
on the stakeholders group at Mendip and have argued consistently for improvements to 
the provision of employment and cultural uses, and reduction in the amount of residential 
use proposed. As currently configured much of the site will be dominated by 4 to 5 storey 
blocks of flats with no flexibility for alternative uses or development in future, contrary to 
Mendip’s local plan that seeks to constrain out-commuting from Frome by increasing 
employment opportunities. As owner and Local Authority, Mendip appears to be 
disregarding it’s own policies. 

Save Our Cockeys!
On a positive note, it has been my good fortune and privilege to work with Mary Canale 
and Sue Latham in tracing the history of our wonderful Cockey Street Lamps. As part of 
the project we are hoping to gather a group of volunteers to survey the lamps, enabling an 
application for their listing, retention and repair. A number of the distinctive street lamps 
have been removed outside conservation areas in the last couple of years. If you can 
spare a little time this Spring to help with the survey please do contact me. We are hoping 
for some funding from the Town Council and Frome Society for training and expert advice 
by Iron Art of Bath. 
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