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Mike Hobbs**    461768 
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bjmarshall3@yahoo.co.uk  454392 
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41, Milk Street 
Frome BA11 3DB  07810 833246 
 

Committee Members: 

Jennie O’Kane    467787 

Paul Truscott**   300141 

Sheila Gore     07810 833246 

Richard Swann**   831256 

Bob Cuzner**   07894 519582  

Mick Davis mickdavisbooks@btinternet.com 
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Pat Smith**   patsmith303@gmail.com   or 
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Annual Subscriptions from 1st January 2021 
Single Membership: £10.00 

Joint Membership: £15.00 

Life Membership Single: £100.00 

Life Membership Joint: £150.00 

 
Officers and Committee of the Society 
 

PAYMENTS 
The Treasurer asks that all cheques should be made 
payable to ‘Frome Society for Local Study’ or ‘FSLS’. The 
bank does not normally allow cheques made out to 
individuals to be paid into the Society account. Each year 
the Membership Secretary sends a considerable number of 
emails and letters and also makes telephone calls to remind 
members that their annual subscription is due. Members 
are reminded that the preferred method of payment of 
your annual subscription is by standing order to FSLS, and a 
form is available from Sheila Gore or may be downloaded 
from the FSLS website, http://www.fsls.org 

If you bank online please use the bank account details to 
set up a standing order or one off payment, the account 
name to be credited is ‘Frome Society’. 

Published by Frome Society for Local Study. Typeset by: Lorraine Johnson info@fsls.org.uk 
Registered Charity No.292340. Printed by Dean Press: nev@deanpress.co.uk 

FROME TOWN WALKS 2021 
The Frome Town Walks are organised by the Frome Society 
for Local Study and will take place on the second Sunday in 
June*, July, August and September, and the first Sunday in 
July during the Frome Festival. They set off at 2.30 pm 
outside the Round Tower in Justice Lane and are designed 
to give an understanding of the development of the history 
and economy of the town from its foundation in 685 AD by 
St Aldhelm, through the middle ages to the present day.  
There is special emphasis on Frome’s listed buildings with 
their broad range of religious and vernacular architecture. 

The guides are Cliff Bawden, Alastair MacLeay and Janet 
Millar. Arrangements for special town walks should be 
made with Alastair MacLeay on 01373 836 595 or through 
info@fsls.org.uk These can cover different areas of Frome 
such as Fromefield, Trinity, Keyford etc or a specific interest 
such as architecture or industry.  

Copies of the Frome Heritage Trail (£3), Frome Street and 
Place-Names (£6) and the Buildings of Frome (£9) will be 
available to buy. 

Regular Frome Town Walks are free, except for those during 
the Frome Festival and specially organised walks; all 
contributions and donations are most welcome and will be 
given to support the Frome Festival.  

The dates of the regular walks in 2020 are as follows: 
13 June; 4 July; 11 July; 8 August; 12 September 
*Arrangements for 13 June are subject to change 
depending on the Government instructions . 

The Society needs to recruit more guides. Therefore, if any 
member is interested in volunteering for this role, please 
contact Alastair MacLeay to discuss. 
Full training will be given. 
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Report from the Chair 
 
Dear Members 
 
Amazingly, I have now been Chair of the Frome Society for two years. It seems no time since I was elected chair. 
Unfortunately I still have not been able to chair an Annual General Meeting as with most activities last year’s meeting 
was cancelled due to Covid 19. 
 
The most disappointing consequence of the virus is that there have been no face to face contacts since the beginning 
of March 2020. For those with computers the Society has been able to keep in touch by emails and since October 
2020 regular Zoom lectures, which have been very well attended with current audiences being in the region of 80-90 
people.  
 
The  Society is planning four coach trips between June and September and details of these will be in this Contact. We 
are also planning to return to the Assembly Rooms from October with a programme of lectures and an AGM at the 
first one on 9th October. We are also hoping to hold a Society meal probably on 16th October. After all this time of 
not seeing each other it looks as though we’ll meet three weeks running! 
 
There are plans to erect a commemorative plaque to the memory of Edward Cockey, of the Foundry and Iron works 
on the site of his former foundry at 2 Palmer Street.  
 
Ric Swann is stepping down as Chair of the Civic Society after eight years and his place is being taken by Pat Smith, 
who has now joined the Frome Society Committee. Ric is staying on for the time being which is excellent news. After 
serving on the committee for several years Liz O’Sullivan has resigned as she is moving out of the area but she is 
generously still organising the Society’s lecture at this summer’s Frome Festival, which we all hope will go ahead. The 
topic is Christopher Joll talking about his book Spoils of War at Rook Lane Chapel on 5th July. 
 
At the time of writing this report I have the sad news to report of the deaths of three of our members, Bob Morris, 
Douglas Pickworth and Diane Rouse. They will all be missed and our sympathy goes to their respective partners. Also, 
Hilary Daniel, the Society's President, has suffered a stroke and is now resident at Belmont Care Home, Weymouth 
Road, Frome. I hope that all Members of the Frome Society remain safe and well and I am really looking forward to 
seeing you all again. 
 
Sara Morris 
 
 
2021 Summer Programme Notes 
This year we have arranged a short, but varied, programme of outings which we hope you will enjoy.  

Bookings: call Pat Eames on 01373 464464 between 9am and 6pm. If necessary, please leave a message and your 
phone number.  

 Cancellations must be made not less than 48 hours before the outing. Failure to do so will incur the cost of 
the coach and possible further costs non-refundable to the Society. 

 Any communication must be made to the Society, not to the Coach Company. 
 The preferred method of payment is by cheque (payable to FSLS) collected when boarding the coach at the 

 end of the trip. The price shown includes coach fare, entrance fees, guides and gratuities. 
 Guests will pay a supplementary charge of £3 and are responsible for their own travel insurance. 
 There is always a facility for buying lunch, if not included, or you may prefer to take a picnic.  

 
Pick up points are: 

• FROME RUGBY CLUB (advertised departure time)  
• FROME MEMORIAL THEATRE FORECOURT (10 minutes later)  
 
The Rugby Club offers a large parking area which will accommodate all members who wish to park their cars there 
before boarding the coach. Please park behind the Clubhouse. 
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Civic Society Update 
 
In my first update as Chair, I must begin by thanking my predecessor, Richard Swann, who has dedicated so many 
years to the role. He will, I’m delighted to say, still contribute his wisdom and expertise to the deliberations of the 
Planning Panel. 
 
Planning review meetings 
Despite further lockdowns, the Panel has continued to review all the applications that come forward in the Frome 
area. As ever, we have responded to many and varied cases, from individual home extensions to large housing estates, 
garden sheds to listed buildings, shop fronts to industrial parks.  
 
Saxonvale decision: ‘flawed’ scheme will go ahead 
At the end of January 2021, Mendip District Council voted to grant outline consent for the Saxonvale development, 
against the wishes of Frome Town Council, many stakeholder groups, and hundreds of individual objectors. Several 
Planning Board members, while voting for the scheme, conceded that it was flawed. Our view remains that it crams in 
too much housing (300 units, mainly blocks of flats) at the cost of employment and community space, and will benefit 
MDC much more than Frome. However, outline consent is not the end of the road. We now need to ensure that the 
detailed ‘reserved matters’ will be decided in the interests of Frome and its community. 
 
Greenfield developments south of Frome 
Outline consent has been granted for 235 new homes and commercial space off Sandys Hill Lane, despite serious 
concerns. Applications are now in for a further 319 homes on three fields to the south of Keyford. The Planning 
Inspector insists that these should be developed under a single masterplan, to which the developers have provided a 
flimsy and inadequate response. We are arguing robustly that this 28-acre site must be developed as a coherent 
entity, not three disparate housing estates. A further 1700 new homes are proposed for ‘Selwood Garden Community’ 
south of these sites. There is ample evidence that Frome cannot support so many new homes, which are destined to 
become dormitory suburbs where many residents work elsewhere. The drive to build is based entirely on higher 
government housing targets being forced onto MDC, while profit-hungry developers and landowners vie to fill the 
new quotas regardless of local need. 
 
Planning White Paper: rewriting the rules 
Briefly looking ahead, the Government’s Planning White Paper, published in August 2020, could sweep away many of 
the public consultation rights we have enjoyed since the Town and Country Planning Act of 1947. The aim is to invert 
the system, with early community engagement focused on determining development ‘zones’ and evolving fixed design 
and other codes. This would pre-determine many planning decisions, leaving much less scope for consultation on 
individual cases as they arise. We will keep members updated. 
 
Pat Smith 
 
Yearbook/Contact Distribution 
To make things easier for our distributors of the Society’s Contact and Yearbook, the Committee has agreed that from 
this year onwards members are asked to collect the Yearbook only from Frome Heritage Museum in North Parade, 
from 1st July, with Contact being distributed as normal. 

However, should any member find they are unable to do this they may contact Mike Hobbs (01373 461768) or Paul 
Truscott (01373 300141) to make alternative arrangements. Copies of the Yearbook will be available at the AGM on 
9th October also. 

Frome Festival 
As usual the Society is sponsoring a talk at this year’s Frome Festival. The speaker, Christopher Joll, renowned military 
historian and author, will talk about ‘The Spoils of War’, a topical talk examining the pros and cons of repatriation and 
restitution. 
 
The Committee regrets that there will be no concessions on ticket prices this year. The difficulties associated with 
Covid-19 and the absence of face to face meetings of the Society mean that tickets will only be available from the box 
office at the Cheese and Grain and will cost £8.00. The event will take place at Rook Lane Chapel on Monday July 5th at 
7:30pm. We look forward to seeing you there. 
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Frome Census Project 
With the 1921 Census being released in 2022 and this year being a census year, the Frome Society for Local Study 
decided to set up a project to record those people living in some of the streets in Frome throughout the 1841 to 1911 
censuses and up until the 1939 Register. Some members of the Frome Family History Group have also taken part in the 
project. Besides transcribing the censuses some of the group have taken the opportunity to take a more in depth look 
at certain residents and write up a brief history of them.   
 
Alfred Vincent Fishmonger of 15 Cheap Street 
Alfred Vincent was born in Wells, Somerset in 1847, and was the 
son of John Frederick Vincent and Anna Vincent. He trained as a 
printer compositor, working in Glasgow, then Bristol on the 
Western Daily Press, before coming to Frome to work at Butler 
and Tanner. The 1871 census shows Alfred Vincent a Printer and 
Compositor, his wife Ann nee Bince, and child Annie Matilda 
living in Shepton Mallet. The birth of their second child Lily May 
was registered in Bristol in 1878. 
 
By 1881 however Alfred Vincent had taken over the Fishmongers 
at 15 Cheap St. possibly buying the business from John Moody 
who ran a fishmonger’s there in 1871. The step father of his wife 
Ann, John Watts, was a Fishmonger in Shepton Mallet which was 
probably why Alfred entered the business. Alfred’s family lived 
over the shop in Cheap St. 
 
Sadly in 1885, Alfred’s wife, Ann, died aged just 37. With young 
children to care for, Alfred remarried the following year. The 

Banns were called in St. John’s Church in May 1886, and 
a note written, that the marriage took place in 
Battersea, his wife’s home parish. The marriage of 
Alfred Vincent and Agnes Emily Barnes took place in 
June 1886. The following year their daughter Carrie 
Edith, was born in Frome. By 1911 Alfred had also taken 
over number 14 Cheap Street where his daughter Carrie 
set up a Wool and Art Needlework Shop. She was still 
there in 1939 under her married name of Witham. 
 
Alfred Vincent remained a Fishmonger in Cheap St. for 
the rest of his life. His shop appears to be a smart, 
modern looking business, and was no doubt successful. 
In 1919 he died suddenly, and was buried in St. John’s 
Churchyard. He was very active in a number of local 
organizations and in St. John’s Church, as is listed in his 
obituary. Vincent’s Fishmongers remained in the family 
and was still trading in the 1940s eventually being sold 
to Mac Fisheries. 
 
Sue Simpson 

Somerset Standard, 16th May 1919 
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FSLS Zoom Lectures April and May 2021 
Lectures begin at 2.00pm with the link being open from 
1.30pm. This will be sent to all members for whom we 
have an email address in the preceding week. Two 
additional lectures have been organised for June 26 and 
July 24th, further details to be sent out nearer the time. 

Saturday April 10th 2021 John E Vigar – Bedrooms, 
Banquets and Balls 
John’s specialist subject is ecclesiology – the study of 
church architecture and associated topics, but he loves 
all types of historic buildings. 
 
This off-beat and amusing look at the development of 
the English Country House takes as its starting point the 
medieval Hall-House and follows architectural tastes 
and fashions to the mid-twentieth century. It looks at 
the architecture of the houses, their furnishings and the 
way in which the rooms were used in different periods. 
We also hear about the people who lived in these 
buildings – many of them eccentric and memorable – 
and discover the ways in which their whims fashioned 
the houses we see today. We will hear about exploding 
cakes, tight mistresses and exotic princes. Some of the 
houses included in the lecture are open to the public, 
but several private homes offer a different vision. 

Saturday April 24th 2021 James Crowden – Literary 
Somerset 
This talk explores the literary highways and byways of 
Somerset, including the watering holes of Bath and 
Bristol. Writer and poet James Crowden has produced 
an intellectual roadmap of Somerset from Roman times 
through Anglo-Saxon Wessex up to the present day. 
Here you will find more than 300 writers: early 
chroniclers and opium addicted Romantic poets, 
philosophers, pirates and playwrights, eccentric 
clergymen, diarists and herbalists, novelists and 
historians, travellers, chefs and scientists, 

Many of the literary connections are well known: TS 
Eliot and East Coker, Wordsworth & Coleridge in the 
Quantocks, but did you know that Thomas Hardy once 
lived in Yeovil? or that Virginia Woolf had her 
honeymoon in Holford? or that John Steinbeck lived 
near Bruton; or that the vicar of Isle Brewers walked 
naked across Afghanistan? or that JRR Tolkein had his 
honeymoon in Clevedon and that Cheddar Gorge 
inspired Helm’s Deep in Lord of the Rings. 

Saturday May 8th 2021   Ann Pulsford – Mary Anning, 
Her Life and Work 
Mary was born into a poor family in Lyme Regis. Her 
father, a carpenter, made extra money by collecting and 
selling fossils to tourists. Mary was self-taught and had 

no formal 
education except 
learning to read 
and write at 
Sunday school. 
She copied out 
scientific papers 
to learn about 
Geology. Mary’s 
fossil finds 
attracted the 
attention of some 
of the leading 
geologists and 
palaeontologists 
of the day. They 
visited Mary at 
Lyme and bought 
fossils from her and collected fossils with her and often 
presented the finds as their own work without 
reference to Mary. The large fossil reptiles Mary found 
were Ichthyosaurs and Plesiosaurs and caused great 
excitement and much debate at the time. Mary 
eventually received some recognition for her work with 
some fossil species being named after her including a 
fish and a belemite. In 1846 Mary was made an 
honorary member of the Geological Society of London 
and she received a pension from the government and 
also a yearly grant from the British Association for the 
Advancement of Science for her contributions to 
geology. Mary’s fossil discoveries had a huge influence 
on Darwin’s book On the Origin of Species. 

Saturday May 22 2021 The Census in Frome, past and 
present; and the Cockey Legacy 
Janet Howard will begin with a short talk about the 
background to the Census of England and Wales, Sue 
Leather will then explain how she used information 
obtained from the Census records to research the 
history of Naish’s Street and Bob Cuzner will tell us 
about the mechanics of the 2021 Census with which he 
was involved. 

After a short break, Ric Swann and Mary Canale will give 
a talk about the Cockey legacy. Ric will talk about the 
bell founding industry which changed to the gas and 
agricultural industry. This led to Edward Cockey 
introducing gas lighting to Frome in 1831. Mary will talk 
on the family history side of the Cockey dynasty and 
how they have spread around the world leaving almost 
no descendants in England. 

They will touch briefly on the plans in progress to erect 
a plaque to the Cockey gas industry on their first 
premises at No 2 Palmer Street.  



7 
 

2021 FSLS Visits  

This year we hope the Society trips will go ahead but 
due to the continued presence of Covid-19 in our lives 
there are uncertainties about how many people can go 
and indeed if the virus escalates again whether they will 
run. However, Jennie and her team have organised four 
trips and the details are here for you to see. 
 
Pricing depends upon Government social distancing 
regulations. If these end and a full coachload is 
permitted, the prices will be as shown. However, if 
these regulations are still in force, then we are very 
sorry but only 26 people will be allowed to travel in a 
coach at any one time. Therefore, there will be 
additional costs toward the coach fare should this be 
the case. 
 
As this season’s trips are only once a month, bookings 
can only be made by phone to Pat Eames on 01373 
464464 two weeks before each trip. At the time of 
booking Pat will tell you which system will be in place 
guided by current Government advice. Again apologies 
if you don’t get a place on the trips if only 26 can go. 
The Bowlish House trip was always going to be for 25 
people as it is a smaller venue. 
 
Also, all bookings for the four outings are to be made 
only by phone to Pat Eames (01373 464464) between 
9am – 6pm from the dates shown below. 
 
Please also note that the coach will now be picking up 
from the Memorial Hall forecourt where there are seats 
and the departure times will be 10 minutes added to 
those from the Rugby Club. 
 
Tuesday 15th June 
Old Bowlish House, Shepton Mallet 
Mr & Mrs Ian Keys will give us an afternoon tour of their 
Grade II* listed clothier’s mansion and also their 
extensive gardens which contain fascinating industrial 
ruins as well as many species of roses. In the early 17thC 
the house was built on Elizabethan foundations and was 
a wedding gift to a branch of the Strode family and the 
Jacobean staircase is particularly interesting. The 
building was later modernised c.1770 with a classical 
Georgian frontage and again c.1860 with internal 
additions. 
 
Our visit ends with a cream tea which is included. 
Cost:  £22 
Depart:  Rugby Club 1-30pm 
Bookings from Tuesday 1st June 
 
 
Wednesday 15th July 
A Cultural Visit to Bournemouth        
We visit the renowned Russell-Cotes Museum on the 
cliffs overlooking the sands and pier. The Museum was 

built in 1901 in the Art Nouveau style as home for 
Merton and Annie Russell-Cotes in which they could 
display their numerous treasures from their travels and 
their mainly Pre-Raphaelite paintings. On our way home 
we shall have a short stop at Alum Chine for Peter Clark 
to show us where a young Winston Churchill had a near 
fatal accident; an incident included in Peter’s recently 
published book on places associated with Churchill. 
 
The Museum café is small but there are many places 
nearby to find refreshments. 
Cost: £21 or £26 restricted numbers 
Depart Rugby Club:  9am 
Bookings from Monday 28th June 
 
 
Thursday 19th August 
St. Fagan’s Welsh Heritage Museum, Cardiff 
Since 1948 when St. Fagan’s Open Air Museum was 
opened, there has been a growing collection of over 40 
historical buildings rescued from all over Wales and 
rebuilt using the traditional skills. Besides the examples 
of milling, blacksmithing, weaving, farming and the use 
of clay, we shall also see the recent refurbishments and 
galleries illustrating Welsh people’s lives from 
Neanderthal times to the present day. 
 
There are ample refreshment facilities available 
throughout our day here. 
Cost:  £21 or £26 restricted numbers 
Depart Rugby Club:   8-15am  (possible short stop en-
route) 
Bookings from Monday 2nd August 
 
 
Monday 6th September 
The Tudor House Museum and Southampton Old Town 
We had two very interesting winter lectures via zoom by 
one of the curators, Andy Skinner, which whetted our 
appetites for this visit to the Old Town of Southampton. 
Historically, the port has always been one of the most 
important and busiest in Britain with its double high 
tides and we shall be walking by some of the Town 
Walls. The Tudor House Museum was closed for about 
10 years for refurbishment and for preservation and 
contains artefacts donated by generations of local 
inhabitants. Andy will greet us and tell us of the displays 
showing the local social history. 
 
There is coffee on arrival, (included), but as the 
restaurant is not large there is the opportunity to picnic 
in the Tudor Gardens or to visit one of the local pubs for 
refreshments later. 
Cost:  £23 or £28 restricted numbers 
Depart Rugby Club:  8-30am (short stop at Salisbury in 
Sainsbury’s car park) 
Bookings from Monday 23rd August 
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PUBLICATIONS FOR SALE  £ 

Of Mounds and Men   12.00 

The Butler and Tanner Story  12.00 

The Book of Frome (fifth edition)  15.00 

A History of Mells (third edition)   7.50 

The Kings Peace     6.00 

Villages of the Frome Area   4.50 

The History of Nunney (second edition)  7.50 

The Toll Houses of Somerset   9.95 

Stoke St Michael in old Photographs   7.50 

A History of Stoke St Michael   8.50 

A History of Holcombe   10.00 

The Book of Leigh on Mendip  10.00 

A History of Wanstrow   10.00 

A History of Chapmanslade  10.00 

Marston House      3.00  

The Mystery of Fidele     2.50  

Frome through the Ages    5.00 

Willow Vale Frome on CD   10.00 

Bath Street     5.00 

The Sheppards and eighteenth  
century Frome on CD    10.00 

Frome Street and Place Names  
(fourth edition)     6.00 

Frome Heritage Trail (third edition)  3.00 

Experiences of a nineteenth century  
Gentleman    10.00 

Crime and Punishment in Regency 
Frome (second edition)    9.00 

Argyll House Frome    3.00 

The Blue House Frome    3.00 

The Buildings of Frome (third edition)  9.00 

Future of the Past     1.00 

The Bounds of Selwood     3.50  

Historic Inns of Frome   10.00 

Rodden Church      3.00 

Flesh and Bones of Frome, Selwood 
and Wessex    12.95 

Woodhouse Castle   10.00 

Frome Frolics     5.00 

 

Yearbooks 

FSLS Yearbooks 1, 2, 3, 4 on CD   10.00 

FSLS Yearbook 5    3.00 

FSLS Yearbooks 6 and 16 on CD  10.00 

FSLS Yearbooks 7, 8, 9, 10 and 11 each   6.00 

FSLS Yearbooks 12, 13, 14, 15, 17, 18,  
19, 20, 21, 22 and 23 each  10.00 

1903 OS map of Frome (flat)   9.00  

1838 Borough map of Frome on CD 10.00  

1886 OS map of Frome on CD   10.00 

1886 map of central Frome (flat or  
folded)     10.00 

Framed Painting of Frome  
by WW Wheatley    5.00 

Painting of Frome by  
WW Wheatley (unframed)    1.00 

Frome Society publications are available from: 

Winstones Hunting Raven Bookshop, Cheap Street, 
Frome; Frome Museum; Frome Information Centre 
or from Alastair MacLeay, Prospect House, 
Trudoxhill, Frome, Somerset BA11 5DP (01373  
836 595)  

Postage & packing extra at cost.  
e-mail: info@fsls.org.uk website www.fsls.org.uk 

 


