
Frome Society Year Book

V olume 1 1987

Edited by Michael McGarvie, F.S.A.



Frome Society for Local Study
(Registered Charity No. 292340)

Headquarters: 8 Bath Street, Fromc BA11 1DH

Officers and Committee 1987-88

Chairman:
L. V. Bowring, 1 Egford Hill (Fromc 62871)

Vice-Chairman:
B. Gill, 55 Somerset Road (Frome 64050)

Secretary:

Mrs. A. Gill, 55 Somerset Road (Frome 64050)

Treasurer:
Major G. T. Stevens, 19 Grange Road (Frome 66082)

Membership Secretary:
D. Fletcher, 62 Forest Road, Selwood Park (Frome 61185)

Committee Members:
Mrs. P. Bowring, Mrs. R. Coard, S. Holding,

N. F. Maggs, M. B. E., Miss. J. Pippet, Mrs. I. Wilson

Rules and subscriptions: See p57.

Home of the Horners and well-known to 'A. B. ': The Manor House, Mells, from a photograph
of c. 1865. This is the south and surviving wing of the original H-shaped house and dates from
tie late 16th century. 'A. B. ' suggests that Sir John Horner (who died in 1587), 'probably rebuilt
the south side of the Abbot's palace in the taste of the times. Viz: great Gabel-ends and square
monel'd windows'. Reproduced by courtesy of the Earl of Oxford and Asquith.



CONTENTS

Introduction, by L. V. Bowring 4

Katharine Ashworth, by Mrs. I. Wilson 5

Memoirs of the Family of the Horners of Mells, by 'A. B. ' 5

A Royal Visit to Frome 23

Local Portraits 1: James Crees 25

In Praise of Longleat 26

Calendar of Frome Deeds 29

The Flora of Frome, by P. Francis Hunt 33

Vallis Vale, by Eunice Overend 36

History of the Ship Inn, Badcox, by Dr. J. H. Harvey 40

Friendly Frome, by Mrs. I. Wilson 43

Local Buildings 1: Frome in 1950 44

Monumental Inscriptions in the old churchyard at Berkley 45

A Local Cheesemaker: Joseph Hoddinott, by P. Q. Hoddinott 52

Arthur Duckworth of Orchardleigh 53

Frome Society Rules 57



INTRODUCTION

This Year Book is a new venture for the Frome Society, although it has
been publishing monographs of local interest for nearly 20 years and now
has nearly 30 titles to its credit. During all this time the idea of publishing
an annual volume of 'Proceedings' constantly cropped up but was prevented
by lack of funds. Then in 1974 Mrs. Katharine Ashworth—commemorated
in this volume in a charming poem by Mrs. I. Wilson—left Wine Street House
to the Society. This was sold in 1984 and the proceeds used to set up the
Ashworth Memorial Trust Fund, a registered charity which guarantees the
Society a modest income to be used for educational and conservation purposes.

These must be allied to the work of the Society which is to 'promote and
further interest in the study of natural history, geology, architecture, local
history and kindred subjects; to complete and preserve local records relating
to the above subjects and to foster interest in and aid the preservation of objects
of special merit associated with the above subjects in Frome and district'.
Assistance has been given to Frome Museum, to the adaptation of the Parvise
Room in St. John's Church for the adequate conservation of the parish records,
to the St. John's Restoration Fund, the Civic Society and to the restoration
of the tomb of Sir Oliver de Cervington in Whatley Church.

The Ashworth Memorial Fund also makes possible the publication of this
Year Book of which we hope the lady, herself a writer and amateur historian,
would have approved. We trust it will be found to have a literary flavour
and be a little less arid than 'Proceedings' serving to bring together substantial
papers based on original research, material of record, old manuscript accounts
of events, etc. with more literary material in poetry and prose. The Year Book
will be illustrated with old photographs and prints. Contributions from
members and non-members will be welcome. For this first issue Michael
McGarvie has had to gather together the material to hand but it is hoped
that Volume 2 will contain a wide selection of local work. Although an annual
publication cannot be very topical, history begins yesterday and articles do
not have to be rooted in the remote past. Subject to the editor's discretion,
a means of publication is available; the rest is up to you.
I should like to thank Dr. Harvey, Mr. Hunt and Mrs. Wilson for their
interesting contributions, all written or revised especially for the Year Book.
The Society is most grateful to the Earl of Oxford and Asquith for allowing
the publication of 'A.B.'s memoirs from a manuscript in his possession.

L. V. Bowring, Chairman
8 Bath Street, Frome



KA THARINE ASHWORTH

Who can forget her? Those who knew her well
Speak of her ardent love for Somerset.
She was impulsive and affect ionate;
That she was generous we all could tell,
For, in her lifetime she did freely give
Her house in Frome to this Society.
She had an air of simple gaiety,
And yet, benea th, a mind contemplat ive.
Romant i c , in an almost childlike way,
She loved all flowers, but red roses gave
Her such great pleasure, we agreed to pay
A red, red rose on each M i d s u m m e r Day.
All flowers fade, but she, f rom year to year,
Patron and f r iend , will be remembered here.

I. Wilson

MEMOIRS OF THE FAMILY OF THE
HORNERS OF MELLS, IN THE COUNTY

OF SOMERSET
by A.B.

A collector of old Stories

These interesting memoirs are reproduced from a manuscript at Mells Manor
belonging to the Earl of Oxford and Asquith to whom I am most grateful for
permission to publish them. The memoirs are part of the Horner archives but
how or when they came into the possession of the family is not recorded. They
were made available to the editors of the third edition of Hutchins ' History of
Dorset (published in 1863) by Prebendary J.S.H. Horner. The editors considered
them 'incorrect in many particulars' yet 'still worthy of some amount of credit'.
The memoirs have been used occasionally by scholars, particularly by the Rev.
F. Cleverdon in his History of Mells, published by the Frome Society in 1974,
but now they are printed in their entirety for the first time.
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What of the author? The memoirs were compiled by A.B. who describes himself
as a collector of old stories and that is all we certainly know about him. All
attempts to identify A.B. have failed. However, we can deduce that he was a
local man—he knew much about the Mells area—well-known to the Horner
family with whom he was on friendly terms, and no doubt himself a considerable
reconteur. He was something of an antiquary being interested in old deeds,
genealogy and architecture, yet too indolent or uncaring to carry his researches
to any depth. A.B. was much intrigued by religious controversy and dwells at
length on clerical matters. He may well have been in Holy Orders himself,
a curate at Leigh-on-Mendip or Cloford perhaps. I have been unable to discover
a contemporary clergyman with these initials and it may well be, as Lady Oxford
has suggested, that the letters represent nothing more than the beginning of
the alphabet.

A.B. was writing in old age and out of the top of his head (as he admits)
so he was often inaccurate. Accordingly some annotation of the manuscript
has been necessary. It is evident that A.B. was an incorrigible gossip and this
needs to be borne in mind when reading. Nevertheless, he picked up the
traditions of the parish and gathered much information at first hand which
illuminates the events of his day. Thanks to A.B. persons who were merely names
take on character and personality. He is especially strong on the religious life
of the parish and gives a vivid pen portrait of the life of the hard drinking
George Horner, a veritable Squire Western. There is occasionally a striking
topographical detail as when he says that in 1678 there was hardly a hedge
between the churchyards of Mells and Babington. A.B.'s account of the
upbringing of the future Colonel Thomas Strangways Horner may throw some
light on the conduct of that gentleman, the Squire Dornell of Falls Park in
Thomas Hardy's story The First Countess of Wessex.'

The latest date mentioned in the memoirs is 1737 when A.B. met Colonel
Thomas Strangways Horner; it is curious that he does not refer to the building
of the Park House in 1725. Internal evidence suggests an even later date; A.B.
tells us of the 'present rectory' which had been the Jeffereys' house. This did
not become the rectory until 1762. He also mentions the Earl of Cork as still
living and means John Boyle, the fifth earl who died in November, 1762. These
two events suggest that the memoirs were written in the summer of 1762 and
even if A.B. failed to hear of Lord Cork's death (which seems unlikely in a
man with such an ear for the doings of the Great) they are unlikely to be much
later.

Apart from the creation of a number of new paragraphs and the interpolation
in square brackets of a few corrections, the manuscript has been reproduced
as A.B. wrote it. There are some errors of fact, mostly as regards the Horner
genealogy which, admittedly, is involved to say the least. These have been
corrected in some brief notes for those interested in the niceties of family trees.

Michael McGarvie
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The first Person, that I have heard mentioned of this respectable Family was
John Horner of Cloford in the said County. He held the Manor of Cloford
under the Abbot of Glastonbury, by what Tenure I have not been informed.
I presume it was not held by Military service for the following Reason.' In
the Reign of Henry 7th Robert [Richard] Beare, Abbot of Glaston, as we are
informed in the History of John of Glastonbury, published by Thomas Hearn[e]
the noted Antiquarian, made a Grand Procession to take a survey of all the Lands,
Manours and &c belongings to his Abbey. On which occasion he summoned
all his Vassals and Tenants of every kind, as well those, who held under the
Abbey by Military service, as by inferior Tenures; A great number of Knights
and Esrs. are named; at the end of the List we have the name of the said John
Horner in the following words—Atque etiam Johanne Horner, viro, in his Rebus
prudenti & sagaci—whence I conjecture, that the Lands, that he held under
the Abbey, were not of the nature of Military but soccage Tenures; and that
he was a man knowing and experienced in matters of Agriculture and value
of Lands.

As he might be often consulted by his Lord upon such Occasions; hence
probably he is said to be the Abbot's Bailiff or Land-Steward; which, as his
Lord was a Mitred Abbot, and a Lord of Parliament, was, at that time, no Mean
Employment.

By some ancient writings that I have seen, relating to the Priory of
Charterhouse-Hinton, near Philips-Norton in the said County of Somerset,
I find the said John Horner to have held Lands belonging to that Priory, and
that he paid the yearly Rent of five shillings to the same for Emborough-pond
upon Mendip. These belonged at first to a Religious House founded at Long
Leal, being a Cell annexed to an alien Priory in France and dissolved about
the reign of Henry sixth, and the Lands belonging to the same, upon the
Dissolution of the said Cell, were given to the Priory of Charterhouse-Hinton.

The Farm, now upon Mendip, called Charterhouse was part of the same,
others say it belonged Wittam Friary, but some Persons may imagine that the
rent of five shillings paid for Emborough-pond was such a Trifle, as to be hardly
worth mentioning. But if we consult the Tables of the Difference of the Value
of Money at that time from what is at present, we shall be surprised that he
gave so much, £3. 18. 0., for that Piece of Water and be ready to believe that
the Pond must have been much larger, or that there were more in number,
which is very likely; or that Fish must in those time[s] sell at a high rate, which
may be the Case, when so many Religious Houses were by their Rules obliged
to eat no other Animal Food; and that they must live upon Fresh Water Fish,
when stormy weather prevented their having any from the Sea.

The Scandalous Chronicle will tell you, that the said John Horner was as
great a Favourite and Confident with the last Abbot Whiting as with his
Predecessor Abbot Beare. And that the Former entrusted him. when sentenced
to die, with a large sum to purchase his Pardon of Harry the 8th, which when
he had received; he withdrew himself out of the Way, and with that money,
after the Death of the Abbot, he purchased the Manours of Mells and Leigh.
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I omitt many Circumstances relating to that story, as told in my hearing
by a Descendant from a Brother of the said Abbot Whiting. But I think the
Story groundless and inconsistent. When the King's officers took Possession
of the Abbey, and had seised upon the Treasury, and taken an Inventory of
the same, and of everything of Value in the Custody of every Member of the
Abbey, how cou'd the Abbot procure a large sum of Money, with which we
are told John Horner was entrusted? If he was entrusted with such a considerable
sum as was sufficient to procure that bloody King's pardon, and the Story was
so publickly known, as it is pretended; how came Harry the 8th, who spared
no Woman in his Lust, nor Man in his Anger, not to hang John Horner, as
well as Abbot Whiting, for cheating him of so large a sum of money? The Truth
is, John Horner was a sensible Frugal Man and had an Opportunity, as many
others had at that time, of purchasing a good deal of Land, for, in comparison
of the present time, a small matter of Money. The Policy of Henry 8th made
this necessary, as without it he never cou'd have maintained his favourite Tittle
of Supreme Head of the Church of England. It was for this Reason that large Purchases
were made all over the Kingdom at a very low Rate, and that Many Gentleman
about this time, made a Figure in their several countries, who were but little
known before.- In this Country in particular it is a vulgar saying:

Windham & Horner, Barkley & Thynne,
When the Abbots went out, they came in.

That is, they were known to have a larger Property than before in this
Country.

The scandalous Chronicle is as little favourable to the other Families, as to
that of the Homers. With regard to the last, that is, the Thynne family, we
have the following Anecdote. That the Founder of the same, Sir John Thynne,
was a Soldier of Fortune, that he attended the Duke of Somerset in his Expedition
against Scotland, that he distinguished himself so much, as to attract the Notice
of his General the Duke; that he was made his secretary. In which capacity
he had Opportunities of alienating Lands belonging to the Church, on the
Promotion of any new Bishop. That to avoid the Odium of engrossing too much,
the Duke gave Orders, that assignments of such Lands, as were alienated by
a new Bishop shou'd be made to the said John Thynne, & not to the Duke;
that in consequence of that he took Possession of the same, and after the Duke
was beheaded, availed himself of the several Assignments in his Custody.

With regard to this story also, I am ready to believe that the Obnoxious
Part of it is not true. My Reason for it is, that in the Reign of Queen Elizabeth,
the said John Thynne was sumoned before the privy Council, as we read in
Guthries' History of England, and examined, how he came by that Property,
so as to be able to build such a magnificent Palace as Longleat, that it was
suspected, that he had found a hidden Treasure, which must belong to her
Majesty. In his Answer, I find nothing mentioned but that he married a Lady
of a large Fortune, if I remember well, of three thousand pounds a year. When
we consider the Queen's character, and the complection of Courtiers, we may
assure ourselves that Sir John Thynne wou'd have been heartily squeezed, had

8



there been Truth in the story of the Bishop's Lands; Tho', after all, there is
Reason to believe, that he also cou'd make very cheap Purchases and availed
himself of his situation of being the Duke's, the Protector's, Secretary.

View of Mells from Summerleaze,a photograph taken about a hundred years ago but showing
the village little changed from the days when'A.B.' knew it .The pretty thatched cottages at Holycroft
have been demolished.

But to return to our Narrative. I have not been able to find out, when the
said John Horner died, nor where buried, most probably it wou'd be at Cloford,
nor what Children he left'; if he had more than one son, his eldest settled at
Mells, and most probably rebuilt the south side of the Abbot's Palace in the
taste of the time. Viz. great Gabel-Ends, & square monel'd windows which
prevailed everywhere in this Country from the time of Henry 7th to that of
Charles 1st, and which we don't find prior to that time. For before that, the
Taste of building was to have arch-doors, arch-windows, a low roof. The old
part of Hardingtom House can give a tolerable Idea of Gentlemen's Houses,
that were built before the beginning of the 16th Century. The North side of
the old House at Mells was rebuilt later, and as I have been informed by this
Gentleman's Grandson, Sir John Horner. The Gentleman, whom I have now
mentioned to have first settled at Mells, made a considerable Addition to the
Family Estate by marriage with an Heiress by whom he had the Manours of
Doulting and some other Estates, possibly Holcomb, in which I am not confident.
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If I remember well her maiden Name was Mand or Mold.1 Th e said
Gentleman had a sister married to [John] Hippisley of Camely Esqr of whom
I shall hereafter make further mention.

Most probably he had several children, for in the Reign of James the 1st
we find Edwd. Horner Gentleman at Nunny, and Thos. Horner Gentleman
at Leigh. Whether sons to this Gentleman or to his Father John Horner or
to his son George I am not able to determine.' The House that Mr. Clark
King lives in at Leigh was built by the said Thomas Horner in the Taste of
the times beforementioned, viz. great Gabel-ends, and moneled windows.' A
Madam Horner lived long in that House till towards the reign of Charles 2nd.

The Gentleman at Mells last mentioned, whose name I don't know [Thomas
Horner, 1546-1612] had his eldest son George, who succeeded him at Mells. He
married the Countess of Montgomery, supposed to be the Widow of that Earl,
who in Tilting with Henry 2nd, King of France, caused his Death by a splinter
of his spear running into the King's eye. But most probably she was the Widow
of that Lord's son; which I conjecture from the Distance of the Time of that
King's Death to her Death, which must needs be near 70 years, as she lived
at Cloford to the year 1628. She must certainly be a considerable Heiress, as
several Estates came with her into the Family, & among others Postlesbury Woods
in particular, and possibly also Puddimore Estate;6 as her son Sir John
Horner was the first of the Family that presented a Clerk to that living in 1639,
viz. William Kemp, who was afterwards one of the suffering Clergy.1' Her
jointure was five hundred pounds a year, wch was very considerable at that time.

In the Reign of Philip & Mary about the year 1555 there was a Comission
of the Court of Wards held at Mells, most probably at the House, and by the
Desire of the said George Horner, as it was on the account of his nephew, John
Hippisley of Camely, then a Minor. A great number of the chief Gentry of
the County attended in obedience to an Order from the said Court to ascertain
and make a Report what Estates belonged to the said Minor. Among other
Particulars the said Inquest mention, as belonging to the said Minor, an Estate
called Tad-Hill, now called Taddle House, upon Mendip, held under the Manour
of Cloford, upon Condition of presenting to the Lord of the said Manour three
Arrows Heads every Michaelmas Day. As Tad-Hill was called a manour and
was a part or appendage to that of Cloford; I am not informed when it was
parted or alienated from the same. Very possibly it was given in part of Dower
with the Minor's Mother.

I am not informed what other children the said George [Thomas] Horner
had by the Lady Montgomery7 besides his successor and son Sir John
Horner, who married Anne, Daughter of Sir George [John] Speake of
Whitlackington in the County of Somerset, Knight of the Bath, by whom he
had several Children, viz. Mavrel [Maures] who died 1621 and was buried at
Cloford with his Children, Thomas, Margaret, George and Edward; Sir George,
Mary, [Ann] married to John Harrington of Kelweston [Kelston] Esqr., son
to Sir John Harrington, the famous Author of the Oceana, and owner of the
Dog, of which so many incredible stories are related; Samuel, who lived at the
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House called Bilboa, and died 1706 aged 87, and Merril married to [John] Syms
of Barwick Esqr.
The North Part of Mells House as well as the great Hall was rebuilt by Sir
John; of whom I have nothing material to relate, till we come to the time of
the Grand Rebellion, viz. 1640, in which he interested himself very remarkably
on the Parliament side, tho' at the time he must be considerably advanced in
years; as he was a Grand-Father above 20 years before.8

It is needless to observe how the greatest Part of the Nation was over-run
at that time with the wild, frantic Puritanical spirit. The same remarkably
prevailed in the Parish of Mells, and the neighbourhood of the same. The three
Parishes of Mells, Hemington, and Beckington, were the first in the Nation
that petitioned the Parliament to remove their Ministers on account of their
insufficiency; tho' it is notorious that two of them, namely, Henry Ankehill,
D.D. Rector of Mells, and Alexander Huish, B.D., Rector of Beckington were
eminently learned; on their suspension or Removal from their Livings they
retired to Oxford, where the King was then, and graciously received, and on
the King's Recomendation the latter was created D.D. and was afterwards
concerned with the very learned Brian Walton, in publishing the Polyglott Bible,
greatly, among foreign nations, to the Honour of our Country.

Mells Manor and church tower in the early 1860s from a photograph in the album of the Hon.
and Revd. R.C. Boyle, Rector of Marston Bigot. Reproduced by courtesy of G.H. Boyle, Esq.
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But the Learning of those Gentlemen was no Recommendation to the
Generality of the People at that Time. However learned they were not of the
Number of the Godly, and human Learning was too often insinuated to be an
Hinderance to a Life of Godliness. It is foreign to my Purpose to mention what
were the Causes of the fiery, Calvinistical temper of the times; I have only to
observe what a notable use the Patriots of those Days made of the prevailing
Taste to run down and ruin the Clergy of the Established Church. Well knowing
that while they had any Influence with the People their own plan of establishing
a Republick, wou'd likely be too hard for their Intrigues.

In the preceding Reigns of Elizabeth and James it was well known that the
members and particularly the Clergy of the Established Church were all for
a Monarchy in the State and Episcopacy in the Church; and that the Puritans
of all Denominations were for a Republick in both. It was the Language of
some of the leading Men among the latter, that the Church was the House,
and the State only the Furniture, or, as it were, the Curtains in the House;
and that it was reasonable that the Curtains shou'd be conformable to the House,
rather than the House to the Curtains. Such was their notable way of Reasoning
in order to bring about a Republican Government in the State agreeable to
their Republick of Presbyters in the Church. I can't forbear observing upon
this Occasion, that King James the first was not so great an Idiot, as he is
comonly represented, in saying no Bishop no King; as the Episcopalians were
all for a King, and the Enemies of Epicopacy, were Enemies to a Monarchy.
No wonder then, when the Majority in Parliament were Puritans, or
puritanically inclined, and the Parliament grew omnipotent, that such a heavy
storm fell upon the Clergy of the Church of England for their Loyalty, as to
be very properly termed Persecutio Undecima. The indiscreet Behaviour of Land,
Montague of some others was made a Handle to oppress every Clergyman
of Eminence and at last the whole Order, not withstanding their Disapprobation
of the Extravagances of those few. The storm fell first, where the Puritan Interest
was most prevailing, or where some Gentleman in a Parish favour'd that Fashion;
as at Beckington, where all the People were Puritans, and at Mells where Sir
John Horner was Lord; at Hemington where Sir Thos. Bampfield ruled.

It is amusing to consider how all the old Families in this part of the County
of Somerset were ruined for their Royalty in those times of Confusion, as the
Samborne of Timsbury, the Leversedge of Vallis, Baynard of Wanstrow, Neville
of Newton, and Basset of Claverton, who were the most opulent and leading
Families in this part of the County, and whose Names have hardly reached
to our Times, except that of Baynard, which for near forty years has been also
extinct.

I have mentioned before that Sir John Horner espoused very early the
Parliament Party, in which with Colonel Popham of Houndstreet, and his
Kinsman Sir John Hippisley of Marston; he endeavoured to secure the Militia
of the upper Part of the County. I was informed by old Collier of Cloford,
that his Father James Collier was Tithingham of that Parish at that time and
that he was ordered by his Landlord Sir John Horner to bring the Militia men
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of that Parish to Mells at such a time; that the King's Garrison at Nunny Castle,
being informed of his orders and design, sent him word, that if he complied
with it; they wou'd ravage the Parish, and make a Plunder of everything they
cou'd find; with which he was so intimidated that he desisted complying with
what was order'd. I hear nothing more of Sir John till Bristol was besieged
by Prince Rupert and taken, where Sir John was taken Prisoner and discharged
upon his Parol of Honour, not to act any more against the King; which he
faithfull observed, and lived retired to the King's Death. But as the Self-denying
Ordinance had changed the Complection of the Party, and the Independents had
flung the Presbyterians out of their Plan, and were resolved not to restore but
entirely to overturn the Ancient Constitution of this Kingdom; Sir John, like
many other worthy Gentleman, had time to reflect upon their past Proceedings
and bewail the Calamities they had concurred to bring upon their Country.

The Rectory at Mells, once the home of  Sheriff Cornish and of the Jeffereys and Jesser families.
It became the Rectory in 1762. This photograph was taken before the disastrous fire of 1929.

This no doubt must be his Sentiments; for when the news of the King's
murder was brought to Mells; and the Ringers on that occasion set about ringing
the Bells; Sir John, old as he was, took a good Oaken stick in his hand, and
played it so well in the Belfry; that he soon stop'd their musick and rejoycing.
I know no more of him, but that he lived eleven years longer, and died and
was buried at Mells, October 24th, 1659, above 80 years old. I mentioned before,
what children Sir John had by his Lady Anne, Daughter of Sir George Speakes
(John Speke] who outlived him six years, and that he buried his eldest son

13



Mavres or Maurice on February 1621 with his lour Children. On which Sir
George Horner his second son came to be his Representative, and succeed to
his Estate at Mells." This worthy Gentleman married a Daughter of Sir
Harry Pool of Gloucestershire, who was a Royalist, and very probably might
influence his son in law not to be engaged in the parliament Party Very probably
on the Death of his [uncle] Maurice, or some time after, he came to reside
at Cloford, and continued there to the Death of his Father.

About the year 1650, I find by Walker's account of the sufferings of the Clergy,
that Thos. Ailsbury the outed Rector of Cold Berwick, Wilts, retired to Cloford,
and was supported by the Charity of Sir George Horner. From which I conclude
that he, Sir George, must be Knighted by King Charles the first, before the
troublesome times began; and that he was not, any more than his Father Sir
John, a Sequestrator; by which so many in that most iniquitous time, acquired,
such large Fortunes. I may hereafter mention, what I have been informed of
Colonel Popham of Houndstreet who was taken prisoner also with Sir John
Horner at the taking of Bristol by Prince Rupert. I must first mention what
I have been told of Sir John Hippisley of Marston, by a Descendant of his,
the late Mr. Coxe of Ston-Easton, that the said Sir John Hippisley left his Family
ten thousand pounds a year in landed Estates; and that there was not one
hundred pounds a year remaining with any of his Descendants of the same
Name, about a hundred years after. Well might be applied to him the following
Adage, viz.

De Male quaesitis, vix gaudet tertius Haeres.
He was indeed a thorough paced man of the times, a serviceable Agent

for Oliver Cromwell, and a very active sequestrator.111 The worthy Families
before mentioned of the Sambornes, Nevils, Bassets &c. &c. must be highly
indebted to him. Lord Broghill great Grandfather to the present Earl of Cork
purchased Marston Estate of him;" which he parted with, not from want of
Money, but probably to oblige Lord Broghill, after he had forsaken the Royal
Party, and was become a favourite and a Confident of the Protector Oliver.

But to return to Sir George Horner. He had by his Lady, as far as I am
informed, the following Children, viz. Anne married to Baldwyn Malet of this
County Esqr., the representative of that very ancient Family, an Ancestor of
which, was Witness, or a Party in our famous Magna Charta. George, his eldest
son, who succeeded him at Mells; Nevil, who lived and died at Doulting and
another Daughter married to a Gentleman of the lower part of the County
of Somerset, whose name I do not remember, but remember to have seen a
second son of his, a Physician at Colonel Thomas Horner at Mells about the
year 1737. His Name might be Brewer or Brewster.

I have heard it observed that Sir George was obliged to alienate several Estates
belonging to the Family, and among others, the Mannour of Halcomb, which
he sold to Colonel Robert Fortescue of Filleigh in the County of Devon; Father
to the Lady that was married to his son George. It was mentioned also, as the
Cause of it, that he had no Fortune with his Lady, a celebrated beauty; that
his Father Sir John had charged his Estates pretty heavy in Fortunes to his
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sons and two Daughters; but what mostly must have distressed him for Money
was very probably his connections with the Royal Party, and the Assistance
and support they contributed to the King and his Friends both at home and
abroad.

I am not enabled to be particular how the Church of Mells was supplied
with Pastors after the Removal of Doctor Ankehill, who, as I mentioned before,
was sent for as a Delinquent by the House of Comons in the year 1640, and
found means to escape to the King at Oxford, where he was created D.D.
as a Member of Wadham College. Very likely the Church was served by some
of the Hot-headed furious Puritans, that possessed themselves of the best
Livings at that time. One of these was Mr. Fairclough said to be Uncle to
Oliver Cromwell whose farewell sermon was remembered long after. In
conclusion of his Farewells his last sentence was—Farwell to the sweet air ofMells.
I mentioned before that the Parish was almost all Puritan or Presbyterian.

Among others of Note of that Party was Sheriff Cornish, who was executed,
as concerned in the Presbyterian Plot, when Sheriff of London in the reign
of Charles 2nd. He was born and carried on Clothing Business for some time
in the House that is now the Parsonage House. After his Death the House
fell to a Kinsman of his, one Jefferys, who, when very old, married his servant
maid, to whom at his death he left all his Estate, and who afterwards married
Mr. Joseph Jesser, Clothier, of Welsh Mill, near Frome. Some time after
the Restoration Sir George presented Henry Dutton D.D. to the Living of
Mells. He had been fellow of Corpus Christi College in Oxford; and had
been outed and deprived of his Fellowship by the Godly Visitors of that University.
He succeeded his wife's Father, Doctor Dugdale, remarkable for his sufferings
in those bad times, to the Living of Evercreech in the County of Somerset,
which he held with the Rectory of Mells, and afterwards in the year 1668,
he became Prebendary of White-Lackington in the Church of Wells, on the
Death of the very learned Mr. Alexander Huish of Beckington before
mentioned, and soon after Canon of the same Church. In the account of him,
which is now before me; he is said to be a very good scholar, an admirable
Preacher, so as to acquire the Name of the Silver-Tongue Dutton; and one
of the most accomplished Persons of the Age for the agreeableness of his
Humour and Conversation. He lived to be Rector of Mells near forty years,
and was succeeded by Mr. Waldron; of whom I may have something to say
in the following Narrative.

Sir George Horner must be 36 years old, when the Civil Wars began, 1640,
and probably must be married and settled at Cloford some years before the
year 1650 but not so soon as the year 1642, when his Father Sir John was busied
in calling out the Militia of his neighbourhood to the service of the Parliament.
I cannot conjecture, where Sir George lived till he came to live at Cloford;
I am ready to suppose, as he married a Daughter of a Royalist, and thereby
was connected with the King's Party, that he lived at a Distance from his Father,
yet not engaged in the War; till his Father Sir John saw the Designs of the
Leaders of his Party, and shewed his abhorrence of their proceedings as I
mentioned before, and was reconciled to his Son; who then came to live at
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Cloford, which must be before the year 1650. But all this is entirely conjectural.
I know nothing farther of this venerable worthy Gentleman worth mentioning,

but that he lived to a good old age, being above 72 years old when he died,
and was buried with his Lady at Cloford Church, about the year 1676. It was
mentioned before that his eldest son George succeeded him at Mells, and had
married Elizabeth Daughter of the Honble. Robert Fortescue of Filleigh in the
County of Devon. I have conversed with many Persons, who were very intimate
with this Gentleman, all of them unanimous in giving him a good Name, and
most amiable Character. He kept up the old English Hospitality, and had
generally an open House, and a crowded Table; and yet such was his Economy
that he saved Money and made Additions to his Family Estate by the purchase
of Presly near Doulting and some other Estates, which have escaped my Memory.
It was often his Boast to his Guests, at his Table,—it is a Calf of my Own Cow,
or Pig of my Own Sow, and Beer of Malt of my own making—It was an age
of national Jollity and hard Drinking; and the latter continued longer than
the old Hospitality, which began greatly to decline when the Heavy Taxes were
imposed in King William's time.

George Horner (1646—1707). Of
'a good name and most aimiable
character . . . he kept up the old
English Hospitality' at Mells.
From a portrait at Mells Manor.

This Gentleman had several Children, I think four, by his Lady, who died
very young, almost as soon as they were born or in a short time after. It was
a matter of astonishment as well as grief to the good Father; and no doubt
caused much speculation. In the end the Father determined that no more of
his Children should be nursed at home, as all the others were; and on the Birth
of his next Child, christened Thomas, it was put under the Care of an old servant

16



that was married and lived at Nunny; and cou'd not be put in better hands,
towards bringing him up to be healthy, lusty and vigorous. I heard a story from
an old servant of the Family, that one Day the Father, as he was terribly afflicted
with the Gout, took his Lady with him in the Coach to go an airing on the
Down called Hayden; whilst they were carried about up and down the same
he proposed to her to go to Nunny, and see our little Tom. They came there,
and before the Nurse's House, they saw their son and Heir, lying flat upon
a Dunghill, with a piece of Bacon in his Mouth. It is easie to imagine what
conversation passed upon this Occasion; and how the Lady must be shocked
at the Indelicacy and carelessness of the Nurse. The Father however returned
home highly delighted, and never failed to tell his friends in what attitude he
found his son, and how plump, jolly and ruddy he was grown, and that he
was the very Picture of Health. He resolved on this, to have no child again
nursed at home. I have not heard that he had more than two besides, namely
another son named John, and another Daughter called Merryl, a very amiably
young Lady, who died unmarried and was thought to have caught her Death
by over-exercise in dancing.14

In time of this Gentleman great Improvements were made in the Lands of
the Parish of Mells. About the year 1678 there was hardly an hedge between
the Church yards of the Churches of Mells and Babington. When first the
Tenants made Application to their Lord for Leave to inclose their Lands, they
were refused; and the Reason given was this.—It will spoil my son's hunting.
The Park also was much enlarged, the eastern Part being taken into the same,
where the Grove of Beach is now. About the 1690, the same was a field of oats.

Whilst this worthy Gentleman passed thro' life much esteemed and respected;
his Brother Nevil was quite another Character, highly hated and abhorred.
And very deservedly, if half of what was said of him was true. His murdering
Mr. Winter by running his sword into his back as he was opening a Gate in
their way to Lansdown Hill, where they were going to fight a Duel, must prove
him, if the Story be true, a compleat scoundrel. It is certain that he was forced
to fly for it into Holland, where he continued for some time, and probably
came home in King William's time, or rather came over with him, when so
many fugitives and outlaws were restored to their Country. His trouble however
seems not to have given him Discretion. He married a Lady with little or no
fortune; and, what was worst, with little wisdom or economy. On this account,
when they came to settle at Doulting they were much distressed, and were a
continual plague to their good Brother at Mells; who was very kind to them
while he lived, and left a Legacy of £200 to each of their Children when they
shou'd arrive at the age of 21 years. I may have Occasion to speak of this Family
hereafter.

About the year 1693 died the celebrated Doctor Dutton, and was succeeded
in the Rectory of Mells by Mr. Waldron a Gentleman, as I have been informed
of good Family in Devonshire. It had been a Custom of many years standing
in that Parish, that, upon a vacancy in that Church, several Clergymen were
invited to give a sermon to the Parishioners, that they might judge of the Voice

17



and abilities of their Pastor, and the Patron might have the approbation of the
Parishioners in his choice. This, no doubt, was very laudable; and prevailed
very probably to comply with the Puritan Humour of the late times, and the
Opinion of that sect in relation to Church-membership, or the Covenant between
Pastor and his People. The Ox Populism went a great way in these matters;
and
the Patron, if ever so little puritanically inclined, was obliged to comply with
their Humours: A certain Clergyman mounted the pulpit at Mells in the time
of Sir John Horner, but most unluckily began his Prayer before sermon with
the Collect—prevent us, 0 Lord On which Sir John, loud enough to be heard
by those who were near him, said I will prevent thy going there again.

A Book Prayer or a Book Sermon were thought certain signs that a man
was not gifted. However, as I mentioned before, thou it was not amiss, or rather
was laudable in the Patron to have the approbation of the Parishioners in the
Choice of a Minister, and the Custom had continued on the Death of Doctor
Dutton in the Parish of Mells; an unlucky droll wag turned the Custom into
such strong, striking Ridicule, comparing the Preachers to Prize-fighters, Merry
Andrews, and Mountebanks, that it was not repeated, since Mr. Caldron was
made Rector. About the year 1694 Mr. Gannet was made Vicar of Cloford,
and a few years after removed to Pudding, by his very worthy Patron George
Horner, and brought back again to Mells, where he had been Curate before
by Colonel Thomas Horner about the year 1720.

I am not informed at what school the old Gentleman settled his two sons
Thomas and John, but find them both at Oxford in the latter end of King
William's time under the care of Mr. Guinea, Fellow of Trinity College. I had
my information of this from Colonel Thomas Horner himself: and that there
were at that time thirty six Gentleman Commoners in that College, who all
left
the same on account of a Quarrel or rather a Rebellion begun by John Horner
with his Tutor, about his keeping his money. He spirited up the other young
Gentlemen to have the Custody of their own Pence, and not to submit to the
Toil of an Exercise called Massacre, that it caused an Open Breach, and a
secession
of those Gentlemen from the College. I cannot be positive when this happened
but believe it must be some years before their Father died, which was in the
year 1707; about twelve dyers after he had buried his amiable Lady and about
one year after he had buried his Inkle, Major Samuel Horner, who died at
the House called Bilbao as was mentioned before aged 87 years. This old
Gentleman retained to the last his Prejudice in favour of the Puritans. The
late Mr. Gannet who came to be Curate of Mells in the declining years of Doctor
Dutton informed me, that at first he was in much favour with the Parishioners,
but having after some time preached a Sermon in favour of Episcopacy the
old Major cryed out in the hearing of many, perhaps in the Church-yard: the
little Parson brought us all to Church, and now drives us all out again.

The very worthy Gentleman George Horner died sooner in Life, than any
of his Ancestors, of whom we have any knowledge, owing no doubt to the Jollity
and hard drinking that prevailed in his time. I was told that every Person at
his Table must take off his Grace-Cup after Dinner; which was a glass containing
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a Pint, being a mixture of every Liquor that was upon the Table. I myself have
heard his son Colonel Horner very seriously lament the necessity he was under
in his younger days to be a hard Drinker, or lose all the regard of his Friends
and Acquaintance.

Susannah Strangways, wife of
Thomas Strangways Horner, and,
according to 'A. B. ', 'a monster of
Hypocrisy and Dissimulation'. She
died in 1758 and is the Mrs.
Dornall of Thomas Hardy's story
The First Countess of Wessex.
From a portrait at Melbury.

The Pictures in the Brick-Room in the old House reminds me of some of
the hard-Drinkers, but there were a great many more, whose Pictures were
not there. He that claimed the chief Notice was Harry Pool of Gloucestershire,
a near Relation, a Gentleman of a distinguished Name among the Topers of
the Time.

His Name reminds me of a story I had from the Colonel, that he took him
with him, when he went to make his addresses to Miss Hippisley of Ston-Easton,
mother to the late Mr. Coxe; that Harry Pool plyed about the Glass so fast,
and made all the Company so jolly and so merry that at last he cryed out;
'come Cousin Tom, let us go to Bed, for by G—d we all drunk, men and women
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every soul of us'. This was resented, and, as the Colonel said to me, was the
cause of his not marrying Mr. Coxe's Mother. As he wanted money to pay
his Brother's Fortune, and perhaps for other Occasions at his Time of Life,
it is no wonder, that he shou'd say, if he did say it, as the report was, that he
wou'd not marry a Wife with a fortune under ten thousand pounds. He and
his Friends were upon the Look-out, and among others waited upon the eldest
of the Miss Strangways at Milbury; [Melbury] but when he found that the
Fortune wou'd not rise to his expectation, he desisted from repeating his Visits,
in hopes that Lady Mother who ruled all wou'd add a brace of Thousands
to the young Lady's Fortune. He kept off with that view above a twelvemonth;
and he might have been happy, had he kept off for good. But his ill-destiny
brought him there again; and the following anecdote I had from Mrs. Read,
who had been the Ladies' waiting-maid, and was upon the spot, to remind
the young Gentleman on his Return what a Cold spoon-metal Lover he was
thought to be. It was, no doubt, a concerted thing among the Ladies, Miss
Strangways made the Tea, but it was contrived that the Cup and Saucer to
be given Mr. Horner was scalding hot, on receiving it into his Hands, Zounds,
says he, it is damn'd hot; I thought, says the Lady, in a very mild tone, it was
very cold. Every one present was sensible, that tho' the Gentleman meant the
Tea, the Lady meant the Lover. However the Cold Lover and the Lady were
soon after married. Her fortune was said to be eight thousand pounds, and
her jointure eight hundred pounds a year penny Rent. What children they had
I cannot remember, tho' am certain they buried two sons; and that the present
Lady Ivelchester [ilchester] was the only child that survived them.

And here I ought to say, here endeth my story. It being needless to say any
more of a Family when there may be many Persons alive who remember all
that may be said hereafter. However I shall only give short Hints in the following;
that Colonel Horner had his Comission of Colonel of the Militia of the County
of Somerset under the Duke of Ormond, Lord Lieutenant, that he was High
Sheriff about the year 1713, That there were high doings at the summer Assises,
That there was a great show of the chief Gentry, and hard Drinking as usual,
when the Tories were uppermost, That after entertaining the Judges and Grand-
Jury, and the Assises broke up Mr. Read the House-Steward being asked what
Liquor remained, on his answering an Hogshead of Claret and some Liquors;
agreed not to leave the Town of Wells, till all the Liquors were drunk, Hard
Drinking, Captain Stocker of Chilcompton, the last of that ancient Family, died
upon it, That in the year 1716, when Colonel Hulse apprehended Sir Wm.
Windham; a Captain and party of soldiers came to Mells to seize Colonel
Horner, That owing to an Intelligence sent him by Mr. Phelps of Frome, he
just escaped them, and got to the Farm House a little way from his own, That,
when the Captain came to the Door he asked Mr. Read where his Master was,
not at home, says Read, you lie, says the Captain, Guard set on all sides, the
House searched, rumaged, and ransacked, That when the Colonel's Comission
was found from the Duke of Ormond, it was concluded he was a Jacobite and
a Traytor, and the more pains taken to find him out, That he disguised himself
as a Farmer or a Drover driving Cattle to Smithfield, That the first Place he
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appeared like himself was in the House of Comons, that he had no further
trouble given him, That, on the Death of his Brother in Law Colonel Strangways,
he was set up as Candidate to represent the County of Dorset, That he sunk
a great many thousand pounds in that warm Contest, That after the Death
of her Sister the Duchess of Hamilton, his Lady went to France, attended first
by her kinsman Sir Robert Long, and his leaving her by [blank] her enemies
remember the rest. A most engaging woman, a false wife, and a monster of
Hypocrisy and Dissimulation. Hard Words. The ill usage of an honest Man
forced them from me. I know more, than I am willing to mention.

Horner Family Tree to illustrate 'Memoirs of the family of
Horners of Mells' by 'A.B. ' Not complete.
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NOTES

1 A.B. is in error here. Cloford never belonged to Glastonbury Abbey, although the
advowson, the right of presenting a priest to the living, was the property of Keynsham
Abbey. Cloford belonged to the Flory family in the Middle Ages; John Horner bought
it from Roger Basing in 1538.

2 The monastery lands were not sold cheaply but at the market value, usually calculated
at 20 times the annual rent. Thomas and John Horner paid £1831. 19s. 11 'A for the
manors of Mells and Leigh (plus other propertys) in 1543.

3 John Horner was still living in December 1556; there is no record of his death. His
eldest son, Robert, died in 1551, and he was succeeded by his second son, John. John
Horner had two other sons: Leonard (who was buried at Leigh-on-Mendip, 21 November,
1607) and George (buried at Leigh, 10 June, 1570).
His daughters (unnamed) are mentioned in the will of his uncle, Sir Thomas Horner,
proved in 1555.

4 She was Merial, daughter and co-heir of John Malte, citizen and merchant tailor of
London, who made clothes for Henry VIII. The Marriage licence of John Horner and
Merial Holt (she was a widow) is dated 6 November, 1544. John Horner received the
Manor of Doulting from his father-in-law; Holcomb from his uncle, Sir Thomas Horner.
It was John Horner's daughter, Dorothy (by his second wife, Elizabeth), not his sister,
who married John Hippisley in 1575.

5 This house, long since demolished, was at the west end of Leigh. It is not clear what
A.B. means to convey by the word 'moneled'; perhaps mullioned.

6 Postlebury Wood had been part of the purchase made from Roger Basing by John Horner
in 1538 and Pudimore formed part of the dowry of Merial Holt in 1544. The Countess
of Montgomery was Gabrielle Roberta, daughter of a French Huguenot Leader, and
widow of Gawen Champernowne, of Dartington, Devon, who died in 1592. She became
the third wife of Thomas Horner (1546-1612) and died in 1628. The Homers were already

• presenting to the living of Cloford in 1556.
7 Lady Montgomery had one son, Edward (1597-1653) by Thomas Horner. Sir John Horner

(1580-1659) was the second, but eldest surviving, son of Thomas Horner by his second
wife, Jane Popham. Maures Horner, who died in 1621, was Thomas Horner's half-brother
not his son.

8 Sir John was 62 in 1642.
9 As already pointed out, Maures Horner was Sir John's brother. Sir George Horner was

Sir John's first born son, baptized at Mells on 3 March 1604.
10 Sir John Hippisley, who died in 1655, was a moderate Parliamentarian who fell out with

Oliver Cromwell over the murder of Charles I in 1649. He was hardly a 'serviceable
agent' of his nor an 'active sequestrator'.

11 The Marston Estate was bought from Hippisley by the Great Earl of Cork in 1641 for
his son, Lord Broghill, to whom it was left in the Great Earl's will in 1643.

12 A confusion with the family of Neville Horner's wife whose name was Brewer. Neville's
daughter Merial married the Rev. George Verear and possibly a son of theirs is intended.

13 Now the old rectory which was granted to the Rev. Thomas Paget by Thomas Horner
in 1762 for the use of the incumbent as long as it remained a Rectory House.

14 George Horner had three other daughters: Elizabeth, Anne and Susanna.
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ROYAL VISIT TO FROME

The Prince and Princess of Wales (later King Edward VII and Queen
Alexandra) visited Longleat in December, 1881. This spirited account of
their departure appeared in a local newspaper.

The visit of the Prince and Princess of Wales to the Marquis and
Marchioness of Bath terminated on Saturday [10 Decr.], when their Royal
Highnesses left for Marlborough House and others of the distinguished guests
took their departure. The inhabitants of Frome had made extensive
preparations for giving the Prince and Princess a right loyal welcome, and
all the arrangements were most satisfactorily carried out. It was known from
the first that their Royal Highnesses would not take their departure before
the shades of evening, and it was resolved that gas devices and coloured fires,
being most effective, should be extensively resorted to, to give expression to
the warmth of feeling manifested for the Royal pair. The gas was supplied
gratis by the Frome Gas Company, and the cost of the arches and other street
decorations, as well as coloured fires, was borne by the committee. At the
end of Keyford, nearest Longleat, an arch was entrusted to Mr. Thomas
Parfitt, builder. It was coloured and lined to represent stone. Its centre arch
was 26 feet wide and 17 feet high, and there was a smaller arch on each side.
Near the top of Bath Street was a splendid triple arch erected by Mr. Chislett,
builder, from designs supplied by Mr. Joseph Chapman, of the Portway
Marble Works. It was formed upon the model of the Arc de Triomphe at
Paris. The third arch was at the junction of Christchurch Street East and
Portway. It was erected by Mr. J. Vallis, builder. It was draped with scarlet
cloth with yellow fringe, and was elaborately oranamented. In the centre on
one side was a large transparency of the arms of the county, flanked on each
side by a gas star; while on the reverse side was a Masonic emblem. The
fourth arch was at the entrance to the Station-road, and was also erected by
Mr. Chislett and designed by Mr. Chapman. It was composed of a large centre
pier, with a smaller one on each side. It was adorned principally with
evergreens and flags, but on its face was a large semicircle of gas jets. All
the arches bore illuminations and inscriptions, such as "Welcome to the Son
of Albert the Good," "Welcome to our Prince and Prince," "Welcome to
Albert and his Gracious Wife ," &c. The streets were lined with alternate
V enetian masts (with a steamer, groups of flags, and a gas star on each),
and ornamental standards with seven light burners. The private decorations
and illuminations were on a very extensive scale, and displayed great taste.

The grand stands at the Station-road were gaily decorated, as well as the
gas standards in other parts of the town. The band of the Royal Artillery
was induced for a pretty considerably fee to remain and perform on the
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occasion. The exterior of the railway station was brilliantly illuminated and
decorated, and the whole effect was pretty in the extreme. Within the barriers
a number of ladies were admitted by ticket, and a platform was erected for
their accommodation. Some time before the Royal party were due a slight
sleet commenced falling, and there was a trifling mist that hung over the town,
which, however, gave a pretty effect to the illuminations. The Frome Troop
of the North Somerset Regiment of Y eomanry Cavalry acted as the escort.
On nearing the town there was a halt to transform the Prince's carriage from
a closed to an open one. As a signal for the approach of the cavalcade some
rockets were let off, and both sides of Culverhill were immediately lit up with
coloured fires as if by magic. The Beckington band played the National
Anthem, and deafening cheers rent the air. At many points of the route the
spectacle was brilliant in the extreme, the coloured fires of the Fire Brigade
men being supplemented by private enterprise, the Prince and Princess as
well as the Marquis and Marchioness of Bath, being clearly seen. The greater
part of the thoroughfares were densely crowded. On the outside of the station
the members of the Rifle Corps, under the command of Honorary Major
T.B.W . Sheppard, were stationed as a guard of honour. The Prince's carriage
was drawn by four horses with outriders, and there were several other carriages
conveying distinguished visitors, which included the Earl and Countess
Spencer, Viscount and Viscountess Mandeville, the Earl of Fife, &c. On their
arrival at the station yard the Artillery band played the Danish National
Anthem, and the crowds cheered vociferously.

The Royal party were received, amongst others, by the Earl of Cork and
Orrery, Lord-Lieutenant of Somerset. The cheering inside the station was
most enthusiastic as the Prince and Princess took a cordial leave of their
generous host and hostess. The Royal train was the same as that which brought
the Royal party to Warminster on Tuesday. It was timed to leave at 5.30,
but it was ten minutes late in starting. There was to be only one stoppage,
viz, at Didcot, at 6.55, and it was due at Paddington at 8 pm. On leaving
the station hearty cheers were again given, hats were waved, and there was
a magnificent display of fireworks by Mr. Wallis, pyrotechnist, of the
Alexandra Palace, London. On re-entering their landau Lord and Lady Bath
received quite an ovation, which they cordially acknowledged. Just after the
arrival of the cavalcade the crowd broke through the double line of police
at the entrance to the Station road, and the Yeomanry had to be called to
force them back. The illuminations were kept alight for a considerable time,
and the streets were crowded till a late hour.
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LOCAL PORTRAITS 1

J A M E S CREES

This carte de visite portrait photograph was taken in the early 1860's, probably by Bird., of
Frome, when James Crees was already an old man. He was in fact born in the 18th century,
on 7th January, 1785, and baptized at Witham Friary Church on 13th February. James was
the second son of James Crees, of Marston Bigot, and Jane Bowden, of Frome, who were married
at St. John's Church on 11th February, 1782, and one of a family of twelve. His grandparents
were John and Eleanor Crees who farmed at Haslet Hill, Marston Bigot, as tenants of the Earl
of Cork. Longevity ran in the family; John was born about 1727 and buried at the New Church,
St. Katherine's in East Woodlands, on 4th February, 1813, aged 86.

25



Soon after his marriage James Crees, senior, went to Farm in Witharn at a holding called Balls
and Hoopers in the village. The land was later parcelled out among other farms but the large
farmhouse still stands now divided into four cottages (numbers 48/50 Witham Friary), fames
Crees, junior, the subject of our portrait, married at Witham on 3rd September, 1807, Elizabeth,
daughter of John Hues. She was born on 29th January, 1789 and was buried at Marston Bigot
on 19th November, 1858. They had 12 children and from James and Elizabeth are descended
most of the Crees' farming in the Frome area today. James Crees, junior, was tenant at Park
Farm, Witham Friary, under the Duke of Somerset, and before his father died in 1840 (aged
86, leaving his son one pound) his grandson has taken Gibbons Farm so that there were three
James Crees 'farming in the same parish, variously distinguished by the appendages, senior, junior
and 'secundus'. No anecdote appears to have been recorded to shed light on James' character or
personality. He died on 30th December, 1864, and was buried at Marston Bigot on 5th January,
1865. A monumental inscription in the churchyard commemorates James Crees and his family.
The photograph is reproducedfrom the album of the Reverend and Honourable R. C. Boyle, Rector
of Marston Bigot, and is reproduced by kind permission of G. H. Boyle, Esq.

IN PRAISE OF LONGLEAT

The following amusing verses in honour of Longleat had their origin at
the breakfast table at Longleat in the time of the second Marquess and were
first published in 'The Casket' in 1829. A conversation arose as to the difficulty
of making rhymes. Lady Morley, a house guest, and something of a blue-
stocking, maintained that it was easy. After breakfast she left for Bath and
to prove how simple it was to versify composed the following lines on the
journey which she sent back to the house party by the Longleat postboy who
had driven her to Bath.

With tardy steps my lingering feet
Turn from thy portals, fair Longleat.
For who, that once had found retreat
Amidst the pleasures of Longleat,
But would with sorrowing heart repeat,
Adieu! Adieu! beloved Longleat!
And wish the coursers foot less fleet
That bears him distant from Longleat.
What hospitable welcomes greet
The happy guest who seeks Longleat!
And when the howling tempests beat
Against the casements of Longleat,
How gay the lingering hours they cheat
Around thy cheerful hearth Longleat!
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W h e n flames the t runk (nor coal nor peat)
H e w n f rom the forests of Longleat .
C a n Windsor or V ersailles compete
With thy magnificence Longleat?
For Sovereigns a dwelling meet
Are thy majest ic halls, Longleat!
And science glad would fix her seat
Amids t thy p o nd ' r o us towers, Longleat ;
T h e flowers elsewhere smell less sweet
And look less gay, than at Longleat
For ginger wine, the best receipt
Ask—a nd you'l l find it at Longleat
No th ing is wanting—al l complete
Perfections empire is Longleat .

Longleat House about 1700, one of a series of panoramic views of British Stately Homes by
the team of Knyff and Kip. It shows the great formal garden swept away by 'Capability' Brown
about 1760.
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When heifers low, and young lambs bleat
In Spring, how green thy lawns, Longleat;
When Summer pours her fervent heat,
How cool thy shady, groves, Longleat.
In Autumn how the golden wheat
Waves o'er thy smiling fields, Longleat;
Amidst wintry blasts and driving sleet,
How warm thy gay saloons, Longleat!

No beggar haunts the Village Street
Which joins thy fair domain, Longleat;
Lacks he but clothing, drink or meat,
He seeks and finds them at Longleat.
The Cottage children clean and neat
Are taught their horn-book at Longleat;
And when the wish'd for Christmas treat
Awaits them ready at Longleat
With merry hearts they grateful eat
Their beef and pudding at Longleat.
* * * * * *

For me, it borders on conceit
In idle verse to sing Longleat,
And well I know twere more discreet
To leave to wiser heads, Longleat
(Tho' , after all, 'tis no great feat
So many words rhyme with Longleat)
But modesty is obsolete,
Tho' still she blushes at Longleat.
And as I know they hate deceit
Falsehood, and flattery, at Longleat,
I 'd sooner yield to a defeat
Than practice them upon Longleat.
So as my rhymes are all effete
Which chime so glibly with Longleat,
Unwillingly I fold my sheet
Seal and dispatch it to Longleat.

The village street is, of course, that of Horningsham and a horn-book,
contained essential instruction like the alphabet and Lord's Prayer, mounted
on a wooden tablet with a handle and protected by a thin sheet of horn. The
children's party at Longleat is still one of the highlights of the year for the
children of Horningsham.
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CALENDAR OF FROME DEEDS
H E L D B Y M E S S R S . W I L L I A M S & J A M E S O F G R A Y ' S I N N

L O N D O N , WC1
Apart from one small packet of deeds, Messrs. Williams and James, solicitors

to the Earls of Cork and Orrery, hold no ancient material concerning the
Marston Bigot estate. The packet turned out to comprise nine leases and a
transfer of mortgage relating to the Manor of Frome Selwood which the fifth
Earl of Orrery bought from the Rev. Lionel Seaman in 1751.

In a basement was a single metal deed box marked 'Earl of Cork and
Orrery' . The majority of the contents relates to the Irish estate and is of the
period 1900-1922 including accounts (from 1922), rentals, leases and
miscellaneous correspondence. There are 18 volumes of accounts bound
together and one volume separate.

There are, however, six copies of the Sale Catalogue of the Marston estate
in 1905 as follows:

1. The Marston Estate: Romer Williams' copy
2. The Marston Estate: Messrs. Williams & James ' copy No. 2
3. The Marston Estate: Contract
4. Sale Catalogue: Lot 7
5. Sale Catalogue: Lot 11
6. Sale Catalogue: Lot 21

No. 3 contains the sale contracts for the various farms, houses and land
and is an interesting document as it gives names of purchasers and the prices
paid. The Sale Catalogue for Lot 7 includes the contract for the sale of
Postlebury Wood bought by Depledge & Co. for £5010 on 14 December, 1905.

Also of interest is a 'Schedule of Deeds and Documents relating to the
Marston estate'. These were in the custody of Messrs. Walters & Co. on 1
December 1904. The schedule mainly relates to small parcels of land bought
in the 19th century with no deed dating back prior to 1825. The title to the
main estate was taken back only to the Marriage Settlement of Viscount
Dungarvan and Lady Emily Charlotte de Burgh on 19 July, 1853. However,
Messrs. Walters (then of 9 New Square, Lincoln's Inn) did admit to having
' various bundles of old deeds'. Among the later deeds of interest in this section
are the purchase of Marston Bigot Forest Rights from the Duke of Somerset
in 1861, and a 'Disentailing Deed of the Estates in the County of Somerset
comprised in the Settlement of 19th July, 1853'. This disproves the tradition
that the 10th Earl of Cork persuaded his brother to break the entail in order
to sell the estate. There is also mention of an Equitable charge for £6,000
on the estate (10th July 1890) and of a mortgage for £40,000 (8th September,
1890).

I am grateful to Mr. C.W . Masefield, formerly of Messrs. Williams and
James, for his help, interest and courtesy. M. McG

 22 .11.198629



CALENDAR OF DEEDS OF PROPERTY
IN THE MANOR OF FROME SELWOOD

1 Lease 29 J a n u a r y 41 El izabeth I (1599) between E d m u n d Leversedg
of V allis in the par ish of F r o m e Selwood, Esqui re , and W a l t e r Barnes ,
of F r ome Selwood, y e om a n . For £20 Leversedg leased to Barnes ' one
close of pasture ground of the Demeasnes of the said E d m u n d Lev 'sedge
newly inclosed called the new close lying and be ing and ad ioyning on
the west pte of Crutchi l lwood contayning by est imacon six acres ' . It had
been lately in the occupat ion of J e r e m y Pyckfat t of N o n n ey , ye oma n ,
deceased. T h e lease was for 99 years or three lives: E lynor Beard , wife
of Richard Beard, Rosamond Barnes and Gar th rud Barnes, all daughters
of W a l te r Barnes . Ren t 13s. 4d. a year payable quar te r ly , and suite of
court twice a year . Signed ' W . B . ' Seal.

2 Lease 3 M a y 1655 be tween Robe r t Leversedge of V allis , Esqui re , with
E d m o n d Leversedge, Gen t , ' sonne and heire a p pa r e n t ' o f Robe r t , and
Robe r t Sheph erd thelder , o f F r ome Selwood, ' m us i t i an ' , ' g a r t e r ed '
Shepheard his wife and Rob e r t Shepherd their son. In considera t ion
of the su r r ende r of a lease da ted 8 D e c em b er 17 Char les I (1641) 'of
the plotts or p cells of wast g round with one cottage of t enemen t beinge
erected and built u pp o n one of the plotts ' , and of 25s. Leversedge leased
to the Shepherds 'all these theird two plotts and p cells of wast g round
lyinge and beinge att the Nor th End of the T o w n e of f f room e ' . T h e exact
position of the plots is given in detail . T h e lease was for 99 years or
three lives. R e n t 12d. a year and suite of court . T h e deed is signed by
M r . and M r s . Shepher d , the son makes a ma rk . T h r e e seals.

3 Lease 14 December 1681 between Edmond Leversedge of V allis, Esquire,
with Roge r Leversedge, Gen t , his son, and Wil l iam Whi t ch u rch of
F rome , G e n t . For the su r rende r of a previous lease and 10s. the
Leversedges leased to Whi t chu rch 'all that peece or pcell of wast g round
conteyninge in br eade th f rom the wall of the now dwellinge house of
the said Wil l iam Whi t c hu rch six foote and in length f rom the wall of
the dwellinge house now in possession of George W est and ad joyning e
to the house of the said Wil l iam Whi t chu r ch all a long the marke t t place
and round into backe Lane u n t o the T e n e m e n t late of Rob e r t Bayly
and now of W a l ter Marchan t beinge the land of J o h n Champneys , Esqr . '
T h e lease was for 99 years or three lives: Wi l l iam Whi t ch u rch , A n ne
his wife and E d m o n d their son. R e n t 6d . , and suite of court . Signed:
Wil l iam Whi t chu rc h .

4 Lease 21 F e b r u ar y 1686/87 be tween R o g e r Leversedge of V all is, Esq.
and T h o m a s T u r n e r of F r o m e Selwood, clothier. For £11 and the
surrender of a lease dated 10 November 1681 of ' the Messuage T enemen t
Tuc k in ge Mill and lands ' f r om E d m o n d and Ro ge r Leversedge to
T h o m a s T u r n e r , Leversedge leased to T u r n e r 'all that the said Messuage
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or T enem en t and Tuckinge Mill scituate . . . within the pishe. o f f f r o o m e
Selwood and all houses, outhouses, buildings, gardens, orchards, waters,
watercourses millponds, weares, ffludgates ffishinges, proffits, comodities
and he red i t ament s with T h a p p u r t e n a n c e s un to the said Messuage or
T e n e m e n t and Mill or either of them be longinge ' . Lands included Rack
Close (3 acres), Barley Close (4 acres), T h e M e a d (1 acre), and a ' rood
of meadow g round ad jo in ing to the west end of the weares of the said
Mil l ' . T h e lease was for 99 years or three lives: T h o m a s T u r n e r , Sarah
his daughter , the wife of George Saunders, and T h om a s the son of George
Sau nde rs . R e n t 26s. , and suite o r court . Signed: T h o m a s T u r n e r .
[N.B. Th i s was L e o n a r d ' s Mill a t Spr ing G a r de n s . ]

5 Lease 6 N o v e m b e r 1691 be tween Ro ge r Lev ' sedge of V allis, Esqui re ,
and J o h n Gifford of ' f f roome Sellwood', G e m . For 50s. Leversedge leased
to Gif ford 'all that Cot tage or T e n e m e n t built on a plot of wast g round
contayninge by est imacon fforty foote in length ' f f our tee ne foote in
breade th . . . Scituate & lyeinge and beinge on the nor th side of the
way that leadeth f rom Badcox to Cot t le ' s Ocke & ad joyn inge un to a
T e n e m e n t now or late in the possession of Theoph i lus Huickes . . all
which said p 'mi se s are in the possession of Danie l M o o r e . . . ' . T h e
lease was for 99 years or three lives: J o h n Gif ford , Rachel l M o o re wife
of Daniel M o or e , and ' R o b e r t Y eoma ns of N o n n e y an in f an t ' . Ren t
Is. 4d. and suite of court . Signed by J o h n Gif ford and witnessed by

J o . Bull and J o h n C o ur t .

6 Lease 24 J a n u a r y 1705/06 between Robert Leversedge the elder of V allis
in the pishe. of F roome Selwood, and Benedict Clark , of F room e
Selwood, tailor, and M a r y his wife. For £4. 6s. Leversedge leased to
the Clarks 'all the pcell of wast g round sett lying and being over the
G o u t & without the gout near the Marke t t place there & shoot ing up
all a long the W all ad joyn ing to the aforesaid conteyning in Length forty
foot & in breade th six foot . . . on which said pcell of wast g round there
is a house built now in possession of the said Benedict Clark . . . ' . T h e
lease was for 99 years or three lives: Benedict and M a r y Clark and
T i m o t h y Clark her (sic) b ro ther . Rent 2s. and suite of court . Witnessed
by John Phelpes and Lionell Sea man . Endorsed : ' W a s t e near the Gou t
vid. D e b n a m s ' .

7 Lease 20 D ec em ber 1712 between Roge r Leversedge of V allis, and
Richa rd Pa ine of F roome Selwood, mercer . In considerat ion of the
su r r ende r of two previous leases* and £9 Leversedge leased to Pa ine
'all those two closes of meadow and pas ture g round lying near a place
called Long M e a d formerly part of the feild of f f room Selwood' (3 acres).
T h e lease was for 99 years or three lives: J o h n Bedford, of C h i p pe n h a m,
i ronmonge r , Alice his wife, and Wil liam C h a p m a n of F rome , an infant
aged about 14 years. Rent 10s. Endorsed ' W i n . C h a p m a n ' s life only
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aged 53' and ' q u e if the within men t ioned premises is called Silvidge?
if so tis now let with V allis farm to J o h n J e n k i n s ' .
[*See Footnote below.]

8 Lease 21 October , 1714 between Charles, Earl of Orrery , and J o h n Coles
of W i t h a m Freary , y e om a n . For £17 O r r e r y leased to Coles four closes
of pas ture and arable land , 18 acres in all, late J a m e s Sk idmor e ' s and
si tuated next P a l m er ' s Lane . T h e lease was for 99 years or three lives:
Wil l iam Coles, aged 14, J o h n Coles, aged 6, and Ben jamin Coles, aged
4, sons of J o h n Coles. Rent 10s. and suite of court. Herr iot £1. Endorsed:
' N o w in hand (1714) by the dea th of Alber t Smi th E s q . ' .

9 Lease 20 Ju ly 1770 between E d m u n d Earl of Cork and Orrery and Henry
W ebley , Bristol carr ier . C o rk leased to W eb ley 'All that Plott or Parcell
of G r o u n d wheron one or mor e houses former ly stood and on which
the said H e n r y W ebley is now erect ing a W a g g on H o u s e conta in ing
in length eighty foot . . . and in brea d th at the nor th end thereof twenty
four and at the south end fifteen feet . . . s i tuate near F r o m e T o w n
Bridge ' . T h e proper ty was boun ded on the nor th by a garden in the
occupat ion of J o h n Wha t ley , clothier, which belonged to J o h n Par f i t t ' s
house, on the south by a small plot of the Ear l ' s l and , on the south-east
by a dwelling house and outhouses ' now an Inn and called the
Champneys Arms late Samuel Paine ' & on the north-west by the roadway
f rom F r o m e field to F r o m e town. T h e lease was for 99 years or three
lives: H e n r y W ebley , aged 35, M a r y W eb ley his daugh te r , aged 10,
and Sarah Lewis his daughter - in- law aged 14. R e n t 10s.

10 Ass ignment of mor tgage 29 Sep tember 1720 f rom Lionell S e a m an , of
Fro me Selwood, gent, (only son and heir of his mothe r Frances Seaman ,
wife of E d m u n d S e a m a n , mercer , and sister and heir of Rog e r
Leversedge of V allis), M a r y Whi tchurch, (widow of Joseph Whi tchurch ,
of Bristol), and Richard Prater , of Frome Selwood, gent . , to Peter Davis,
of W ells, gent . T h e deed recites that by his Will , da ted 2 December ,
1705, Roger Leversedge had bequea thed the M a n o r of Frome to trustees
to pay debts . T h e y had raised £3000 for this purpose which had been
paid to E d m u n d Seaman. Now for £3655. 12s. 6d. the trustees transferred
the mor tgage to Davis by the conveyance of the 'Cap i t a l Messuage of
f f a rme of V al l i s ' , V allis Leaze, Grea t and Little Sal thays, O x e n Leaze,
the Conyga r , Oa re , Elmewood, Kilns in Elmswood, Harebot t les , Innox
Hill, Aliens T eneme n t at Welshmill , Crutchi l lwood, premises of William
Hiscox, and the profits of the marke ts , fairs and tolls.

* O n e dated 10 J u n e 1674 from Robert Leversedge and Edmond his son (Uncle
of Roger Leversedge) to An thony Paine, father of Richard Paine, for the lives
of A n t ho ny Pa ine , M a r y his wife (both since dead) and J a m e s Pa ine , son
of An thon y Pa ine (still l iving in 1712); the o ther da ted 6 J u n e 1679 f rom
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E d m o n d and Roge r Leversedge to R icha rd f'fluellen als. Miles of F ro o me
Selwood, ca rdmake r , for the lives of J a m e s Paine, R icha rd Pa ine , and J a n e
fflucllcn als. Miles , daughte r of Richa rd ffluellen als. Miles .

THE FLORA OF FROME
by P. Francis Hunt

Publishing accounts of the flowering plants and ferns, and sometimes also
the mosses, liverworts, lichens and fungi, of each county in the British Isles,
has been a tradition of British botanists since the end of the eighteenth century.
Somerset's first County Flora was that of Richard Paget Murray published
in 1896 with a Supplement by Edward Shearburn Marshall in 1914. In the
early 1960s, encouraged by Eunice Overend, I started to plan for a revised
edition. There had been post-war revisions of the Flora of Gloucestershire (1948)
and of Wiltshire (1957), both first class examples of the genre, and it was
intended that a new Flora of Somerset would follow. However, I then left
Frome but persuaded Captain Robert Roe, then of Bath, to take over the
project. The results of the next fifteen years of careful and systematic botanical
exploration and recording resulted in the 1981 The Flora of Somerset, in
paperback to reduce costs, published by the Somerset Archaeological and
Natural History Society.

The format adopted for this, and for most other county Floras of the last
twenty years, has precluded the detail found in the older editions. The 1896
version had 722 pages, that of 1981, 345 pages. The trend towards omission
of detail arose from limitations of space imposed by the cost, the policy of
not revealing exact localities to conserve rarities, and a general feeling that
local details, frequently based on anecdotal evidence, were often inaccurate
and not really relevant to a scientific account of the plants of several hundred
square-miles. This is a wholly worthy approach at the scale of Somerset, still
over 1640 square miles in area, as botanists do not recognize the new counties,
such as Avon, in their recording. The basic units for recording flora and fauna
today are either the modern grid square (2 x 2kms, or 10 x lOkms) or the
county with its 1852 boundaries. This explains why Kilmington parish counts
as Somerset, thus giving some Chalk a:nd its associated plants to our county.
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However in both of these Floras, and also in James Walter White's 1912
Flora of Bristol which covers north Somerset, the Frome district is not
comprehensively covered. For some reason the still published annual additions
to White's Flora used the A361 through Frome as its eastern boundary. Donald
Grose, the author of the Flora of Wiltshire, admitted that he possessed relatively
few records from the western boundary of his county. Fortunately the Frome
flora is by no means so sparse or unworthy of record as the above suggests.
The Botanical Society of the British Isles' recording scheme of the 1950s, in
its published Atlas of the British Flora (1962: Thomas Nelson) showed the Frome
10 x lOkms square to be easily the richest in the whole of the south-west
peninsula and about the tenth most floriferous of the 3,400 similar squares
of the British Isles.

Two reasons account for this. Firstly the assiduity of Eunice Overend in
the survey and secondly the intrinsic geological variety of the Frome area
giving rise to a wide range of topography and soil types, with the consequent
diversity of the wild flora. The long and varied history of land settlement
and land use has also helped. Despite the extensive quarrying, changing
agricultural methods, lowered water-table and the sprawl of industry and
housing of recent years, the flora of Frome today is probably more diverse
than at any time during the last two million years. Certainly we have not
suffered the environmental degradation of most of the area outside a ten-mile
radius of Frome. Some local plants are not to be found today but there have
been many newcomers. Nevertheless, we must all be as vigilant and concerned
about our more humble shrubs and herbaceous plants as we are about our
more obvious and very fine trees. Major road building, more houses and
factories, deeper quarrying, increased pollution into rivers seriously reduced
in flow by increased abstraction, are all current matters of concern.

The first scientific record of wild plants of the Frome area was the corn
mint (Mentha arvensis) cited in W.Sole's Menthae Britannicae of 1798 as common
in cornfields and neglected gardens about Frome. The next records are in
C.C. Babington's Flora Bathoniensis (1834) but are generalized and of limited
value. By far the most important botanist of Frome was Dr. H.F . Parsons
who compiled a manuscript of the Flora of the Eastern Borders of Somerset just
over a hundred years ago. An abstract of this is in the Proceedings of the
Somerset Archaeological and Natural History Society of 1875. Among the
interesting species he recorded was the Common Meadow Rue (Thalictrum

flavum) at Tellisford by the River Frome. It is no longer there but we do have
the Lesser Meadow Rue (Thalictrum minus) under a hedge along the A3098
just outside the Frome urban boundary. This could be a garden escape but
it is nowhere near a garden and does grow as a native at Cheddar. Fifteen
years ago when first recorded there was one small plant but today it thrives
along just over fourteen feet of the verge. Parsons recorded the still-extant
Stinking Hellebore (Helleborus foetidus) at Mells and Asham; Columbine
(Aquilegia vulgaris) at Asham; Monk's-hood (Aconitym napellus) at Vallis; and
V enus's Looking-glass (Legouisia hybrida) at Standerwick. None of these are
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scheduled national rarities but are quite uncommon in the south-west of
England.

Other local plants of regional significance include the Spring Gardens river-
side Broadleaved Ragwort (Senecio fluviatilis) and the Rodden Brook Orange-
Balsam (Impatiens capensis). The Wild Tulip (Tulipa sylvestris) and the
Fritillary
(Fritillaria meleagris) seem to have disappeared from the fields of the lower River
Frome but our woods still contain the equally attractive Y ellow Star of
Bethlehem (Gagea lutea) first recorded in Somerset in 1570 but now in its only
county locality; Bath Asparagus (Ornithogalum pyrenaicum); Meadow Saffron
(Colchicum autumnale); Snowdrop (Galanthus nivalis); Wild Daffodil
(Narcissus
pseudo-narcissus) and Lily-of-the-V alley (Convallaria majalis).

Just over twenty years ago a very important species was grubbed-out from
Laverton, the native Juniper (Juniperus communis), which was very abundant
in a field in what is now realized to have been its last wild locality in Somerset.
Other plants to have become locally extinct although, fortunately , they are
abundant elsewhere, are the Bog Asphodel (Narthecium ossifragum), Round-
leaved sundew (Drosera rotundifolia) and the Common Cotton-grass (Eriophorum
angustifolium). These disappeared when the last remaining true bog vegetation,
growing locally at Downhead was ploughed-up. T o balance these losses Dr .
Parsons would never have seen the Slender Speedwell (Veronica filiformis) which
is abundant around St. Mary's Church at Orchardleigh and is an aggressive
weed in many of our lawns, or the Mediterranean Skullcap (Scutellaria altissima)
on walls at Mells.

Cornfield weeds such as the Corn Marigold (Chrysanthemum segetum),
Cornflower (Centaurea cyanus) and Corncockle (Agrostemma githago), all once
quite common around Frome, are now only rarely found on waste ground
where, possibly, they are garden escapes.

What was referred to at the beginning of the century as an 'Ornamental
Alien" and was quite rare at that time was Hemp (Cannabis sativa)—today
increasingly found around Frome on rubbish-tips, derived usually from bird
seed.

When I retire, due in 2001 or possibly before then, I hope to be able to
publish a more detailed account and listing of all 850-plus native and
naturalized species reliably recorded in our area. In the meantime please let
me know of any unuoual wild plants you find in the Frome area, particularly
wilhin a live-mile radius of the Boyle Cross. Do not pick them but tell me—
and take a photograph if possible.
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VALLIS VALE
by Eunice Overend

Many articles of local interest have appeared in Contact since I first
introduced this bulletin in January, 1974. Some are worthy of being made
permanently available and more easily accessible to those who want to know
more about the Frome district. So it is proposed to republish some of the
most informative articles with this view in mind. We begin with this fine
account of the geology of Vallis Vale which appeared in Contact for July—
December 1981. - Ed.

A Mendip gorge in miniature lies just to the north-west of Frome. The
limestone, standing so high at Cheddar, lies lower and lower towards the east
and in Vallis V ale, the Mecca of geology students, Nunney Brook and the
Mells River have combined to cut a section through it, uncovering rocks laid
down as the bed of the sea near the equator 300 million years ago. The narrow
fields of the valley floor were formerly used for festivities by Frome people,
in place of a common, and the river was dammed to power fulling mills, then
to sharpen edge-tools and finally, at Hapsford, to crush the quarried limestone
for road-making.

Once the valleys must have been even narrower, with high rock-buttresses
scarcely leaving room to walk by the river. Some of these are left just
downstream from Mells but most have been nibbled back over the years for
very local building and to be burnt for lime. Ruined limekilns can be found
in many places but there are two still in good condition, one of which was
cleared of scrub recently by Selwood School pupils, just upstream along the
Mells River from its junction in Vallis with Nunney Brook.

In 1822 a Somerset geologist, the Rev. Conybere, visited the V alley. By
then the limestone was being quarried and broken up for the new macadam
turnpike roads. The quarry facing the river-junction must have looked much
the same then as now, and Conybere recognised the significance of the level
yellow rocks above the sloping grey ones. Geology was then in its infancy,
the world was thought to have been created in 6006 B.C. and fossils put into
the ground by the devil to deceive mankind, but here, very evidently, the
top of the grey limestone was the bed of an earlier sea. W orms had bored
into the rock and oysters growing on it had been buried by sand and mud
which had hardened to form the rocks above. In the limestone itself the lines
slanting up the cliff, along which it could be broken into blocks, seemed to
be even older seabeds pushed almost upright by unimaginable forces. Time
had expanded, 8,000 years was no longer enough.

It was not long before Henry De la Beche from the Geological Survey came
to see for himself and in 1827 they published his drawing of the quarry face.
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This historic place and the surrounding valley was declared a Site of Special
Scientific Interest (S.S.S.I.) after the last war and, although there was no
legal control, the Nature Conservancy Council (N.C.C.) tried to keep an eye
on such important places. In October 1979 they cleared the scrub which was
hiding the rock face and tidied as far as possible the earth banked against
its lower part. This was dumped there during the war when the railway was
taken from Hapsford to the newly opened quarry at Great Elm, and again
more recently when the tunnel under the road cut out the worst of the bends
in the track and left the lower part of the V alley free of trains once more.

Very much more has been discovered since De la Beche's day. The force
which pushed the Carboniferous limestone up on edge was the collision of
continents, as India colliding with Asia is pushing up the Himalayas to-day.
The high ridges formed then were worn down at -irst in red desert Triassic
times, 200 million years ago. Later the sea rose, or the land sank, leaving
the Mendips as islands.

The rising sea is recorded at Hapsford where the N.C.C. has cleaned a
small cliff in the visitors' car park. The rock at the bottom is limestone and
above it on the left are Lias beds from the old shore, one scraped deeply out
by visiting geologists in search of fossils. Above this, over-running it to the
right as the sea rose, is a bed of hard rock, then above that again is the yellower
Inferior Oolite of the Middle Jurassic period some 160 million years old,
covering all V allis quarries and beyond. This is the rock which, as Doulting
stone was used for the front of Wells Cathedral and also for the mullions and
lintels of old Frome houses, brought from the quarries at Old Ford.

Parts of the broken coastline of the Mendip Islands can be traced in other
quarries. At Egford, close to the cattle grid (though one has to go round the
wire fence to reach the place), the N.C.C. has cleaned up part of an old beach,
but looked at from underside since most of the limestone of the island there
has been quarried away. At Great Elm, near the track that goes down to the
old W adbury Ironworks, a rock-fall has exposed a similar inside-out beach
of big pebbles cemented together by more limestone to form Dolomitic
Conglomerate (lovely name!) Across the river from this the flat top of the
disused quarry at T edbury (now unfortunately partly hidden by tipped
builders' rubble) is the same sea-bed above which were once island cliffs, as
Brean Down, at the other end of Mendip, stands and wears away to-day.

Rainwater on limestone dissolves it to leave underground channels and
caves. Those in eastern Mendip have not been explored because, lying so
low, they will be filled with water, but bones and teeth of animals that lived
between the ice ages have been found in the earth blocking their entrances.
The dissolved limestone reappears again, to fur kettles and pipes, in water
pumped at Egford and Old Ford, where the easternmost parts of the Mendips
lie buried not far underground. The spring of clear water in the bed of the
muddy river just above Old Ford comes from a sink-hole (sometimes becoming
a spring) by the river just below Mells. Because of such sink-holes and channels
supplying drinking water, with no underground filtering such as sandstone
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provides, disused quarries cannot be filled with domestic refuse for fear of
pollution.

As the limestone sea-bed was pushed upwards to form the Mcndips the
parts between the folds went down, so the quarries can follow it far below
stream-level, but the water which flows in from underground channels must
continually be pumped out. The brook through Murdercombe which joins
the Mells River at Great Elm received water from Whatley Quarry and now
no longer disappears down sink-holes in its bed during the summer. This
extra water may have once supplied springs elsewhere so, to monitor the
situation, the quarry company and the water authority have together
constructed a measuring-weir in Vallis just below the junction of the Mells
River and Nunney Brook. The depth of the water is measured as it flows
through a channel of known cross-section and relayed from the small
unmanned building alongside.

Caves in the limestone have other uses. During the winter bats, particularly
the rare and specially protected greater-horseshoe, roost in them. If discovered
they should be left severely alone not only because they can bite but because

A beauty spot of geological importance and a Site of Special Scientific Interest: Vallis Vale
from a postcard of about 1910. Miss Overend considers it is insufficiently appreciated by Frome.
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if disturbed they warm up and fly, using their food-reserves when there are
no insects to replenish them and so dying of starvation before the spring. Man,
too, has lived in the caves. There is an oral tradition of signs of occupation
being found when part of a cave near Great Elm was quarried away early
last century.

Tedbury Camp, now leased by the quarry company to the Scouts, was
an Ironage promontory camp, protected by Murdercombe, the Mells River
Valley, and a double embankment joining the two. Though it has never been
excavated, a quern with both top and bottom parts intact, now in Frome
Museum, was found when the soil was stripped for quarrying.

The line of the Mendips pointing towards Salisbury Plain, provided a
ridgeway route in prehistoric times and onward. Parts of it, worn deep by
horses' hooves, can still be traced at Railford, Egford and along the hedge
of Jack's Lane and Spring Gardens, then up Cuckoo Lane and through
Chapmanslade and Upton Scudamore to the downs. By the track at Egford,
just to the right of the entrance of Vallis, lies a deserted medieval village.
Until recently the pattern of house-mounds could still be seen and pieces of
pottery picked up by the stream but now it and the track are covered deep
in rubble and earth, and a red sarsen stone above the site is all that is left.

Quarries interest geologists but others prefer them overgrown. Parts of Vallis
are a mess with uncovered tipping and deserts of stone, but lorries and concrete
are now necessities of life and there are worse places. They could be than
hidden away where the damage has already been done. A greater loss is the
riverside meadows, overgrown with scrub since quarrying made grazing
impracticable, where people might again wander and picnic. Most of the native
plants and animals seem still to be there including the giant bellllower, found
nowhere else locally and nowhere to the south-west of this—may it be guarded
carefully! In the past they have recolonised old quarries as new ones were
opened nearby, now it is even more vital to keep them all intact. Plants which
are used to bare limestone are the ones to cover and beautify the present vast
tips and quarries when they, too, become derelict.

Though others visit it from afar, Frome seems to have forgotten its historic
beauty-spot, leaving it to dereliction and decay. Now a new interest seems
to be stirring. Perhaps one day, with the help of the quarry company, it may
be cared for and cherished as it surely would be by any other town lucky
enough to have such a natural blessing on its doorstep.
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HISTORY OF
THE SHIP INN, BADCOX, FROME

by Dr. John Harvey, F.S.A.

Hardly anything is known of the history of the Ship inn beyond the names
of the innholders for some two hundred years past. These can largely be found
in the Frome parish rate books and from various printed directories of Frome
and of Somerset.

It appears that the site of the inn was within the chief manor of Frome Branch
or Frome Vallis, but lay alongside the boundary of the Manor of West
Woodlands, which included the highway formerly known as Behind Town and
now as Christchurch Street West.

In 1605 a Perambulation of the Manor of West Woodlands (at Longleat
House) refers to the land on which the Ship stands as 'Whitmore's Barton',
on the north side of the boundary and described as 'land of Mr. Leversedge
(the lord of the Manor of Frome Branch) now in the tenure of Mr. Whitmore'.
Whitmore's Barton was bounded by a wall along the highway.

No further mention of the site has been found until 1766, when the earliest
surviving Land Tax for Frome (Somerset Record Office, Taunton) refers to
one Butler as tenant of the 'Ship' under the estate of 'the late Rev. Dr. Seaman',
that is the Rev. Lionel Seaman who had died on 21 February 1760 aged 53.
Dr. Seaman had been-Vicar of Frome from 1742, having in 1738 already
inherited Frome Branch Manor from the last of the Leversedge family. The
Manor was sold in 1751 to the Earl of Cork, but certain properties were retained
by Seaman and until 1780 were in the hands of his family. From the parish
rates it is evident that Butler was one William Butler, also rated on other
properties. In 1770 the Ship was described as 'part of Eldertons', owned by
Madam Seaman (the vicar's widow) and rated at Is. 2d. The name Eldertons
may indicate that the property had belonged at some earlier period to the John
Elderton who died in 1698 (former will in the Archdeaconry Court of Wells,
destroyed at Exeter in 1942). In 1780 there was a sale of the Seaman property
in Frome in 23 lots, by auction at the George on 29 and 30 June. Lot 1 was
'The Ship Inn, with Stables, Outhouses, Gardens and Timberyards in the
possession of William Butler'. Lot 2 was the Fleur de Lys in Stony Street. It
seems that Butler must have bought the freehold at this auction, as the rates
of 1782 refer to the property as 'part Seaman's' and in 1790, after Butler's death,
as 'William Butler's executors. {Bath Chronicle, 22 June 1780, advertisement of
auction, kindly communicated by Mr. Derek J. Gill.)

The will of William Butler was proved in 1788 in the Bishop's Court (former
will, destroyed at Exeter).
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In 1774 a plan of Frome was made, marking all the inns and public houses
in the town; this shows the Ship on its present site, a square block facing West
towards the junction of Vallis Way and Broadway. The open area of Badcox
was then called Seven Dials, and in the middle of it is marked 'The Hayward's
Pound', in which stray animals were impounded by the hayward of the Manor
of Frome Branch. The upper part of Catherine Street was then called Badcox
Lane. (Photocopies of a lost original plan, Frome Museum.)

In 1794 the occupier was Samuel Newport, innkeeper (entry in the Universal
British Directory).

Surveys of Frome, with plans, were made in 1799 and 1813. The latter
(Somerset Record Office; photocopies in Frome Museum, with copy of the book
of reference to both surveys) is on a sufficiently large scale (town centre
enlargement; Longleat House and photocopies) to show that the inn had been
enlarged to the East by the addition of the adjoining house, on a slightly different
alignment of frontage towards the road (Christchurch Street West). Names of
owners and occupiers for the built-up area are unfortunately not given in these
surveys. A small field just beyond Nunney Lane, however, was in the tenancy
of John Phillips, who appears as the innkeeper in 1822 and may well have been
in occupation at the time of the survey. The occupier's name is not mentioned
in the record kept by Isaac Gregory, the Constable of Frome, that on 6 November
1817 he was called to the Ship, found the company fighting and money stolen,
and sent everyone home.

From the Directories, Electors' Lists, and some surviving records of licences,
the following list of tenants can be made:

1829 Owner William Hiscox, occupier Samuel Hinton; address given
as Catherine Street; rate 7s. lOd. Samuel Hinton was still
innkeeper in 1830.

1839-1842 Robert Moon; address given as Badcox
1854- Joshua Rendell or Rendall, succeeded between 1858 and 1872

by his widow Mrs. Elizabeth Mary Rendell, until 1879. The
address was generally given as Christchurch Street.

1880-1910 Licensee James Peacock; the address in 1881 was no. 6 Badcox;
by 1903 (and ever since) no. 6 Christchurch St. West.

1911 William Spicer
1913-1918 T. H. Courts
1919-1930 Richard Bailey
1931 Fred Parfitt
1932-1939 Charles F. Hookins
(1948-1949) W. C. Sparrow
(1955-1961) C. J. Byfield
1964 Leonard W. Mansell
(1970-1978) D. F. Ware
1979-1986 J. L. Walker
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The main block of the inn, facing Badcox, is architecturally of the 17th century
and is listed as a building of architectural and historic interest.

It should be noted, as a source of possible confusion in research, that 'The
Ship' inn at Qldford, on the Bath Road, was also in the ancient parish of Frome,
and was part of the Manor of Frome Branch.

The accompanying plan is based mainly upon the survey by Cruse of Bath
(Jeremiah Cruse, 1757-1819); Thomas Cruse, fl. 1820-1845) in 1813, and shows
buildings and frontages of that date, together with some modern frontage lines
due to road widening, and earlier information from the anonymous plan of
Frome in 1774. The pound, shown in 1774, had already gone by 1813, and
nothing is known of the stage for backsword play in front of the White Swan.
The fact that the play was held yearly on 29 June, St. Peter's day, is doubtless
connected with the former description of the parish church as 'St. Peter's',
although it appears that the corrrect dedication has always been to St. John
Baptist.

(Much of the information given comes from a folder collected by the Frome
Society for Local Study upon the licensed houses of Frome, deposited in Frome
Museum; other details have been derived from directories at the Guildhall
Library, London; the Library of the Society of Genealogists, London; and the
Somerset Local History Library, Taunton.)

FRIENDLY FROME

I still remember; it was summer when
I first explored this ancient, hilly town.
From dawn to dusk I wandered up and down,
And never tired, but I was younger then.
I stood, a stranger, in the Market Place,
Where little companies of two or three
Did laugh and talk. It gladdened me to see
That Frome, so stony, had a smiling face.
As daylight faded, silently I said
"Soon, very soon, I shall be here to s tay ."
And so it was; and as I walk today
(now twenty years of days and nights have sped)
Some call my name, and greet me merrily,
For I am known to them, and they, to me.

I. Wilson
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LOCAL BUILDINGS 1

Frome about 1950 before the era of demolition began; a remarkable aerial portrait of a West
Country town. Among vanished buildings shown are the Electricity Works water towers and
chimney, Bridge Street, The Chestnuts, the Lamb Brewery, Unicorn Inn and old St. John's
School. (A ro Pictorial Ltd.)
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MONUMENT AL INSCRIPTIONS IN THE OLD
CHURCHY ARD AT BERKLEY , SOMERSET

1 Io(hn) Cabell / Deseced in / January 17 / Bvricd 21 / 1631 (Fragment
of headstone on exterior wall of the Vestry. The inseription is placed
within a shield).

2 Plain footstone to no. 3.
3 In Memory of / Jane / Wife of Meshach Cook / who died Deer 14 1837

/ Aged 49 Years. The winter of trouble is past. The storms of affliction
are o'er. Her struggle is ended at last And sorrow & death are no more.

4 In loving memory of / Edwin Crees / who died October 18th 1901, /
Aged 57 years. / "Thy will be done". / Also Amelia his Wife / who
died May 22nd 1902, Aged 54 years. / It is the Lord, let Him do what
seemeth good". (Coped stone of red granite.)

5 In loving memory / of / Thomas Northeast / Born Aug 30 1835 / Died
Oct. 12 1893 Not gone from memory, not gone from love, / But gone
to his Father's house above, / Be ye also ready for in such an hour as
ye think not, the Son of Man cometh.

6 In / loving memory / of / Alfred Nash / who died July 29th 1903 / Aged
68 years. / 40 years a member of the choir / Also his wife / Emma Nash
/ who died April 12th 1918 / Aged 80 Years. / Interred in Bournemouth
Cemetery / Also of / Mary Ann Bennett / eldest daughter of the above
/ who died March 22 1936 / Aged 74 Years.

7 To the beloved memory of / Robert Marriott Freeman / Born August
6 1836 / Died April 20 1892. / For fifteen years Rector of this Parish
/ Also in loving memory of / Marian Marriott Freeman / his widow
/ Died Nov. 26 1914 / Through suffering to peace.
(High cross on two steps with curb.)

8 In / loving memory / of / William George / the beloved husband o f /
Rosa Mary Davis / who died April 28 1908 / aged 43 years, "in life
respected—in death lamented."
(Makers' name: Isaac Burgess Westbury)

9 William Henderson / Born November 12 1842 / Died April 19 1910
/ And his wife / Jessie Bennistoun Henderson / Born February 8 1866
/ Died November 2 1941 / Charles Paton / infant son of William and
Jessie Henderson / Bornjanuary 15 1899 Died at Bournemouth / April
19 1899 / of Berkley House
(Granite celtic cross on plinth)

10 Ernest Ridgill / Esquire / 20th June 1880 / 31st March 1939. / Ethel
Ridgill / 12th March 1881 / 15th March 1949. /
(large altar tomb with the crest arms and motto of Ridgill in bas relief)
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11 In / loving memory of / Ernest Alan Furncaux / who died / February
22 1892 / Aged 37 / Also in ever loving memory of / Zoe Marion, wife
of the above and dear / mother of Frances Margaret Leicester / who
died at Richmond, Victoria, Australia / Dec 23 1917 aged 59
(Granite celtic cross on 3 steps with curb)

12 In / loving memory / of / Elizabeth Ann (Bessie) / eldest daughter
of
/ Joseph and Eliza Olding / who died J u n e 2nd 1896 / Aged 31 years
/ Also of Lillie Isabel / the beloved wife of / John Lawes and second
daughter of / Joseph and Eliza Olding / who died April 20th 1897 / Aged
27 years / Thy will be done.
(John Lawes, 26, a coachman, of St. Mary Abbots, Kensington, married
Lillie Olding, 23, at Berkley on 19th October, 1892.)

13. In / loving memory / of / Joseph Olding / who died May 25th 1900
/ Aged 78 years / Also of Eliza his Wife, / who died March 15th
1903
/ Aged 64 years. Rest in Peace
(nos. 12 and 13 a pair of pointed headstones)

14 In Ever / Loving Memory / of / William George Barber / Died Jany
17 1909 / Aged 41 years / At Rest / Also of his son / Thomas Reginald
Barber / Died March 9th 1974 / Aged 67 years.
(Marble cross on 3 steps)

15 In Memory of / Isaac Davis, / Head Gamekeeper for 43 Years / on the
Berkley Estate, / who died Sep. 15 1891, Aged 72. / Also of Jane his
Wife / who died April 28 1863, Aged 40 Y ears / and of Elizabeth
their Daughter , who died / Nov . 11 1860 Aged 17 Y ears.
(Marble cross on 3 steps)

16 In / loving memory of / Elizabeth Bennett / who died 9th April 1933,
/ Aged 84 years.

17 In / Affectionate / Remembrance / of / Stephen Bennett / who died July
3 1889 / Aged 80 Y ears. Be thou faithful unto death / and I will
give thee a crown / of life Rev . 2 . 1 0 / also of Mary, / wife
of the above / who died Feb 10 1906 / aged 94 years. / I know that
my Redeemer liveth.

(Nos. 16 and 17 are a pair of headstones capped with crosses)
18 In / Memory of / Henry Y oung / who died Dec 25 1892 / Aged 60 years

/ Released from sorrow sin and pain / And free from every care / By
angels hands to Heaven conveyed / To rest for ever there.
(Headstone capped with a cusped cross)

19 In loving memory / of / Thomas T ayler / who died May 3 1885 / Aged
46 / In the midst of life we are in death / Also of / Sarah Jane / wife
of the above / who died Jan. 9th 1920/Aged 80. "Looking unto Jesus".

20 In / loving memory of / Portia Winifred Maude / Beatrice de Montalt,
/ daughter of Constance / and Alfred Cecil Dicker / and dearest sister
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/ of J o a n Oakeley , / died J a n u a r y 14th 1970, Aged 80 years.
(Grani te headstone)

21 In / affectionate M e m o r y of / Alfred Stride / who departed this
life / M a y 3 1882 Aged 58 years.
(Marble cross)

22 In loving memory of / my husband / Robert Will iam Oakeley , /
Rector of Berkley / 1942-1962 / Also his wife / J o a n / who died on
the 31stJ a n u a r y 1973.

23 George Ross Pember of Berkley House / son of George Herber t
Pember of Fairoak Park Eastleigh / 1876-1960 / Alice Marion
Lucy wife of George Ross Pember daughter of J a m e s W . M a c n a b b
of Ar thurs tone , Binfield / 1881-1960 / In M e m o r y of their only son
Raw don Pember / Capta in Scots Guards, M . C .killed Wcsel on
Rhine / 28th March 1945. Aged 24.

24 In M e m o r y of / J a n e Fitz / who departed / Dec 12 1967 / Aged
32 /
She is not dead but sleepeth. / Erected by her loving sister / Cather ine
Perret t
(Heads tone capped by cross)

25 Sacred / to the memory of / Grace / beloved wife of J o b Gray /
 who
died April 27th 1885 / Aged 55 Y ears. / T h e m also which sleep
in Jesus will God bring / with him / Thess . 4. 14
(Stone cross on 3 steps)

26 Sacred / to the M e m o r y / Henry Abraham who was / accidentally
killed by a horse / Oct 3rd 1810 Aged 10 Y ears. / Also M a r y
A b ra h a m who died / J a n y 24th 1828 Aged 29 Y ears / Also Benjamin
A b r a ha m / who was accidentally drowned at / Batheaston near Bath
Ju ly 21st 1828 /
Aged 25 Y ears.

27 (illegible through flaking)
28 In / affectionate / Remembrance of / E m ma , the beloved wife of /

Charles Sidney Bennett / Born March 11 1852 / Died Feb 16 1892 /
Being dead yet speaketh / In loving memory of / Sidney Bennett /
Husband of the above / Died April 8 1940 Aged 85 Y ears. / Ove r 40Years
Sexton at this Church . / His end was Peace.
(Marb le headstone capped by a cross)

29 Mizpah . In / loving memory / of / Edward H a rd i n g / who died
J a n23 1879 /Aged 40 Y ears./ " Thy will bed o n e " / Also of
/Amelia, his loving wife, /and the devoted mother of his children.
/ Died October1 1923 / Aged 82 Y ears.
(Marble cross on 4 steps with curb)

30 " I t is the Lord let him do what seemeth him go od" / Sacred
/ to the memory / of / Charles Harding, who died J an u a r y
31. 1861, aged 59 years. "I am the Resurrection and
the Life, he that believeth in me /
though he were dead yet shall be live " St. J o h n x l . 25 / Also
of Sophia his wife / who died J u n e 18 1872 aged 72
years / " H e r children arise
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Berkley Church, built in 1751, was probably designed by Thomas Prowse, of Berkley house,
an amateur architect. Some of the tombstones here recorded can be seen in the foreground. Photograph
by Ian White, Frome.
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up and call her blessed" / Prov . xxxl. 28 / Also of Marianne Harding,
second / daughter of the above / who died January / 29 1886, aged
51years. / She hath done what she could / Mark 14. 8
(Headstone of pennant stone capped with a cross pattee; Gothic lettering)

31 To the beloved memory / of / Louisa Furneaux / wife of the / Rev William
Duckworth Furneaux / who died at Leamington June 8 1885 / Aged 63.
/ They are glad because they are at rest / and so He bringeth them unto
the haven / where they would be. Psalm CV11. 30.

32 To the loved memory / of / William Duckworth Furneaux / for 14 years
Rector of Berkley / who died Dec 9. 1874, Aged 59 / I believe in
/ the
Communion of Saints / The Forgiveness of Sins / The Resurrection
of
the Body / The Life Everlasting.

33 In memory of /James Furneaux / of Swilly House, Devon / Died August
14 1874 Aged 60. / So he giveth his beloved sleep.
(Nos. 31-33 are a set each consisting of a marble cross on 3 steps)

34 In / Affectionate / Memory of / Charles Hooper / for 29 Years / servant
at the Rectory / Born May 27 1833 / Died November 27 / 1891. / "Found
faithful"
(Pennant stone headstone capped with celtic cross)

35 In Memory / of / Joseph Adams / Died April 24 1896 / Aged 76 Years
/ Also of Sarah / Wife of the above / who died Sept 9 1903 Aged
85 /
There remaineth therefore / A rest to the people of God / Lucy Davis
/ Died June 8 1887 / Aged 73 Years / I will ransom thee from the / grave.
I will redeem thee. / Hosea XIV 13.
(Ledger stone)

36 In loving Memory of / Henry Montague Crossing / Rector of this Parish
for 36 years ( 1892-1928 / who died May 27 1940 Aged 83 Years. /
Also of / Marian Emily Crossing / wife of the above / who died
Jan.16 1941 aged 80 years.
(Granite cross on plinth with curb)

37 In / loving Memory / of / George Raymond Elliot Crossing / third
son
of the Rev. H.M. Crossing M.A. / Rector of this Parish / Born August
16th 1888 / Died October 19th 1903 / Safely safely gathered in / Far from
sorrow, far from sin / God has saved from weary strife / In its dawn this
fresh young life.

38 (Body stone, no legible inscription)
39 (Large chest tomb of Bath stone with lias panels; inscriptions largely flaked

away but may commemorate the family of Werrey whose name can just
be made out. Late 18th century.)

40 . . . under this tomb is interred / The body of Joseph Singer / who died
Feby 18 1790 Aged 79 years. / Also of Martha his wife / who died Octr
26 1796 Aged 80 years / Also the remains of / Thomas their son / who
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died Novr 4 1830 Aged 73 years. [On the north side] Grace, [wife] of
James Singer / who died Feby 1810 Aged 28 — / And of the above
/ James Singer / who died May 10 1838 aged 76 years.
(Massive chest tomb sinking into the ground at the east end)

41 (Elaborate chest tomb with panelled sides consisting of cartouches, the
upper spandrels filled with well-carved cherubs, and flanked by shrouded
urns held by ribbons. At each corner are engaged and recessed balusters.
The inscriptions are largely illegible but in the cartouche on the south
side: Joseph Paine / [son of (?)] / James and Sarah Paine. On the west
end : In Memory of James Paine / who departed this life / the 7th of
July 1795 / Aged 39 (?) Years. / Also of / Sarah Paine / who died Apl
(?) 1812 / Aged 89 years.

42 (Footstone to no. 26 inscribed: H.A. / 1810 / M.A. / B.A. / 1828)
43 . . . Also of / Robert R-nn-11 / who died Apl 22 18— / Aged 76 years

/ Also of Ann wife o[f] / the above Robert Rennell / who departed this
life / April 3rd 1838 / Aged 78 years.
Here lies the Husband and the Wife
Now joined in Death as once in life
Whose souls are now at rest we trust
In the blest mansions of the just
(A fragment of a lias headstone)

44 Sacred to the memory of John Fleming Martin Reid for many years
of the Bengal / Civil Service who / after a protracted illness borne with
Christian patience and resignation died at Berkley / house March 3 1859
aged 61.
(Altar tomb with floriated cross, ribbon intwined, Gothic lettering)

45 I H S / In Memory of / Elizabeth Aldis / who died at Berkley House
/ on 5th May 1860 / in her 63rd year. / She lived for 31 years / a
faithful and attached servant / in the family of the late J . F . M .
Reid Esq. / I know that my Redeemer liveth.

46 In Memory of /The Revd Francis Mills formerly Rector of Barford /
in the County of W arwick. He died at Bath April 23 1851 aged 91 years.
(Altar tomb with floriated cross)

47 On headstone now lying on its back: Henry Trevor Wheler / for 25 years
/ Rector of this Parish. / Died April 28th 1860 / Aged 53 years and
8 months / Gertrude Elizabeth Wheler / youngest child of the above /
died Oct 1st 1861 aged 11 years and 6 months. / He shall gather the
lambs with his arms, and carry them in his bosom. / Isaiah 40. 11.
On copedstone placed over the grave: This tomb was restored in J u
n e 1886 byColonel Henry Isham Wheler . On the end: 'he / being
dead / yetspeaketh'.

48 Sacred to the memory of / Charlotte / Wife of John Morgan of this Parish
/ w'io died November 21 1872 Aged 81 Y ears. / The paths of humble
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piety she trod / Her hopes and wishes centred in her God.
(Coped stone)

49 Sacred / to the Memory of / J o h n Morgan / who after a long and painful
illness / died April 3rd 1857 / aged 65 years. / Peace I leave with you,
my peace I give unto you. / Also of Edward his son / who died
Nov 11th 1845 / Aged 24 years. / None are too young to die.

50 (Chest tomb, inscriptions illegible)
51 In memory of / William T oog— de / Senr who de— / this Life —

/ 1759 Age — (Second half) : Also in memory of / William Toogoode
/ — departed — Febry 23 — / —ed 25 Y—

52 In / hope of a blessed resurrection / here resteth the body of /
John Alldredge who departed this life / Jany 9th 1776 ( Aged 59 /
Mary Wife of John Alldredge / Died Deer 12 th 1780 / Aged 69
(Headstone with good bucolic winged head representing the soul)

53 (Old headstone, inscription illegible)
54 Here lyeth the body of William Ha[ll] of Old Ford clothier who departed

/ this life the 24 day of August 1670.
(Crumbling altar tomb)

55 Her lyeth / the body of / Elizabeth the daughter of Roger / Newborough
Esq. and / Ann his Wife who / deceased December / the 5th 1682.
(Inscription in roundel surrounded by a wreath of bay in window
embrasure on the north wall of the church. Removed from inside the
old church).

56 Neare this / Place lyeth ye / body of Anthony / Prowse Rector / of
this Church / who dyed ye First / of September 1692.
(Tablet surmounted by segmental pediment with cartouche, draps at
the sides and a winged skull beneath. Now in a window embrasure on
the north wall of the church but removed from inside the old church.)

M. McG
August 1985
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A HODDINOTT
CHEESE & BUTTER PRODUCER

This offering is prompted by a small pocket book, covering the period May
1832 to May 1837, the property of my great great grandfather Joseph Hoddinott,
1791-1862. It records the amount of cheese, butter & whey butter he produced
and sold during this period.

Biography. Joseph Hoddinott was the ninth child, and fifth son of George &
Elizabeth Rossiter, Barrow Farm, W itham Friary. He farmed Brewham Fields
Farm, and Batts Farm, during the above period, and later Alleyfield Farm
Witham. At this time he was a widower with three children, his first wife Ann
nee Ames having died in 1823.

T h e notebook. At first inspection this appears to be a common limp covered
pocket book measuring 150 mm x 92 mm, consisting of 24 rules pages with
a single cash column on the right. The edges of the pages are marbled, and
on closer inspection the cover is made of a very thin skiver of reddish brown.

The contents. The entries are in two sections, those for butter, and those for
cheese. Butter production is listed on a weekly basis e.g.
16 May 1832 44 & lbs Milk butter £1.13.41/2

21 lbs Whey butter 13.1 1/2

23 May 1832 40 lbs Milk butter £1.10.0
21 lbs Whey butter 13.11/2

30 May 1832 48 lbs Milk butter £1.14.0
16 lbs Whey butter 9.4

The records of cheese production, take a different form, being records of
the delivery of matured cheese, to a cheese factor, a Mr. Pothecary of Wallop
the delivery being made once every four months at The Bell Hotel W arminster
a typical entry reads;
9th October 1835 The weight and number of cheeses, Wt 44 cwt 2 qr 24 lbs

number 237 cheeses delivered at The Bell Inn W arminster
to J & G Pothecary Wallop, from me Joseph Hoddinott.
North Brewham Somerset . . . at £2. 4. 0 per hundred

In the period 31 July 1832 until 8 October 1836 a total weight of 48,733
lbs were consigned from the farm, consisting of 2,464 cheeses.

Conclusion. Although each consignment varied it will be seen that overall the
average weight of each cheese works out at approximately 193/4 lbs, i.e. a large
truckle. Assuming that the cheese produced was Cheddar and accepting a yield
of 81/2 lbs of cheese per 100 lbs of milk this represents a milk production figure
of approximately 14,500 gallons per annum devoted to cheese production.
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Examination of the sales of butter, reveals that the weekly amount of milk
butter is remarkably consistent, production of whey butter, usually stopped
in November and did not commence again until March, i.e. no cheese production
during these months.

From this simple note book, the following deductions can be drawn:
1. From the figures for amounts of cheese & butter, a herd of the order
of 30 milch cows must have been kept.
2. Butter sales must have been to a local buyer, and on a contractual basis.
3. No reference is made to liquid milk sales, so assumption made that
these did not exist.
4. Sufficient heavy draught animals were kept, capable of hauling a net
load of in excess of two tons on the route between Brewham and
W arminster.

P.Q Hoddinott

ARTHUR DUCKWORTH of ORCHARDLEIGH
An Appreciation

The death of Arthur Duckworth, Squire of Orchardleigh, on 14th
November, 1986, broke a link with the 19th century and severed a connection
with the origins of the Duckworth estate in Somerset. His personality,
restrained yet pervasive, seemed an immutable part of the local scene. His
loss cannot easily be made good.

George Arthur Victor Duckworth was just a V ictorian. He was born
on 3rd January 1901, three weeks before the death of the Queen, in
York at3.30 in the morning. In his childhood he often stayed at
Orchardleigh with his grandparents the Rev . Arthur and the Hon. Edina
Duckworth of whom he had vivid and affectionate memories, especially of
the evasive action required to avoid being taken aside by his grandmother
for a 'little prayer' at frequent intervals. His grandfather remembered the
purchase of the estate by his father, William Duckworth, a Lancastrian
lawyer, in 1855 and the building of the present house in 1856-58. At
five his grandfather described Arthur Duckworth as 'a nice sensible little
boy' and at 12 gave him 10s. And permission to use his bicycle. He
was present at the Golden W edding celebrations of his grandparents at
Orchardleigh in 1909.
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The groves of Orchardleigh were left behind for Eton and Trinity College,
Cambridge. In 1929 he became Conservative M . P . for Shrewsbury , a
seat he held until 1945, serving as Parliamentary private secretary to Sir
Geoffrey Shakespeare from 1932 until 1939, and in the Second W orld
War . He was a shrewd businessman and was one of the first to appreciate
the possibilities of mail order.

On the death of his father, Arthur Campbell Duckworth, in 1947,
Duckworth inherited the Orchardleigh estate with the Lordships of the Manors
of Frome Selwood, Buckland Dinham, Orchardleigh, Lullington and Over
Darwen (in Lancashire). He was faced by heavy Death Duties and a large
house which had been damaged by army occupation during the Second
World War but set to with determination to restore the estate and turn
the mansion into as comfortable a residence as was possible.

Much of the Victorian furniture and decoration disappeared from
Orchardleigh at this time, fine Georgian pieces which had been consigned
by the Victorians to the servants bedrooms, taking its place. I well remember
him, tongue in cheek and gleam in eye, relating this to visiting members of
the Victorian Society who looked at him askance. It was typical of his impish

Arthur Duckworth of Orchardleigh (Fourth from right) making an elegant figure at Frome Cheese
Show about 1926. Beyond him the Marquess of Rath and Lord Hylton examine their shoe}. (?)
with considerable interest.

5
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sense of humour . Nevertheless, Duckworth was a man of fine taste (as witness
his restoration of the house) with a good knowledge of art who added with
discernment and individuality to the family collection of pictures at
Orchardleigh.

In the 1950s Duckworth settled down to the life of a country gentleman,
farmer, magistrate and public servant. He was a member of Somerset County
Council from 1949 until 1964 and there is no doubt that had he had the
inclination and energy he could have played a much greater roll in public-
life. He was proud of Orchardleigh and enjoyed showing the house to visitors
and telling anecdotes of its past associations, especially with his 'Uncle Harry',
the poet Sir Henry Newbolt, husband of his aunt, whom he remembered well.
Although some outlying houses were sold off in recent years, he was always
determined to keep the estate intact.

Duckworth was a committed Christian of a serenity that never found it
necessary to do much soul searching. He loved Orchardl "igh Church which
his grandfather had restored and where his parents are buried, and was warden
there. Each year he allowed his grounds to be used for a garden party in aid
of Orchardleigh and Lullington Churches, a great event in the local calender.
To this fete Duckworth imparted a special flavour and was a major factor
in its success, keeping an eye on things without appearing to do so, encouraging
the helpers, conversing kindly with the visitors, and bringing the occasion
to a satisfying conclusion with a few gracious words delivered in that stylish
way peculiar to him.

In a generous spirit of noblesse oblige, Duckworth shared the beauties
of Orchardleigh park with the general public who took full advantage of
it for walking, jogging and cycling; in the words of his uncle, Sir Henry
Newbolt, the squire's courtesy and his half open gates belie his legal title'.

Visitors to the house used sometimes to say that the best thing about it
was the personality of its owner. This was indeed unique. Without being
obviously imposing, Arthur Duckworth had an ineffable air of distinction and
good breeding and a grace and charm of manner redolent of a more gracious
age. He seemed the epitome of the Old English gentleman. He combined
this with a warmth of welcome, a dry wit, penetrating but never cruel, and
a general air of insouiance which was a delight. When speaking to a visitor,
he gave him his whole attention and made him feel he was the one person
he really wanted to see.

He treated everyone equally and was at home anywhere and it has been
well said of him that 'he could move with ease from a shoot lunch on his
estate in Somerset to our kitchen table; a patron without patronage'.
Duckworth made an enormous impression just by being himself. There was
an imperious side to his nature that was occasionally glimpsed; he was used
to command and having his wishes obeyed and expected (and generally
received) the compliments due to his position. He was a stickler for correct
form and I remember his indignation when, lunching with him at an hotel,
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he was offered potatoes with a rice dish. In conversation he often surprised
one by his frankness and the outspoken nature of his comments.

Duckworth loved his trees. This is well illustrated by an anecdote told in
Fred Chant's It All Seems A Long Time Ago. Whe he asked Duckworth if he
could take down some hedgerow elms he replied that he would rather have
his right arm cut off than let them go. Later the ravages of Dutch Elm disease
were a terrible blow to him. He lost 3000 trees including noble avenues. It
was in the midst of this 'ghastly plague'; as he called it, that I first met him
when searching for documents relating to the Champneys Manor of Frame
Selwood. He endured with patience and good nature my requests to see
material in his deed boxes and my uncouth habit of arriving without an
appointment. Eventually we took most of the old deeds to the County Record
Office at T aunton: 'It is a great relief to me that they may soon be housed
against the future', he wrote in 1978.

Although Duckworth cannot be said to have been a great admirer of Frome,
he was well disposed to the Frome Society for Local Study, allowing us to
visit the Park and, on one notable occasion, showing us round the House.
The launching party for The Book of Frome was held at Orchardleigh and he
wrote a forword for it. He was the greatest possible help to me when I was
researching my papers on The Duckworths and the Building of Orchardleigh House
and Sir Henry Newbolt and Orchardleigh. Duckworth also allowed me to have
many of his old photographs and prints copied by the National Monuments
Record, although it meant them going to London for a long period.

Among his manorial lordships, Duckworth had the hereditary right, perhaps
unique, of appointing the sexton of the Church of St. John the Baptist in
Frome. This had belonged to Orchardleigh since 1590 at least. He regarded
this as rather droll but was determined to maintain the privilege. He enjoyed
officiating at the appointment of a new sexton, especially after the Rev. Patrick
Mitchell drew up an elegant ceremonial for the occasion.

In recent years the inconveniences of Orchardleigh and the task of
maintaining the great mansion (he used to say that there were some rooms
to which even he had never penetrated) became a burden and he talked of
leaving. However, his roots went deep there; he could not bear to uproot
himself from the beautiful and familiar surroundings which he had known
all his life and in the event it seemed only right and proper that he died in
possession of the home of his ancestors. For those who knew him, Orchardleigh
will never be the same again. We shall have affectionate and grateful memories
of him and no man can ask for a better memorial. His quiet enjoyment of
life was infectious and strong enough to animate Orchardleigh itself in whose
woods and fields his presence will abide. He was three times married. A son
died in infancy and he left five daughters.

M. McG
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FROME SOCIETY FOR LOCAL STUDY
(Registered Char i ty No 292340)

RULES
As amended at the Annual General Meet ing on 27th February, 1987

1 T h e Society shall be called the Frome Society for Local Study.

2 T h e objects of the Society shall be to advance the education of the public
in, amongs t other things the Natura l History, Geology, Archaeology,
Architecture and Local History of Frome. In fur therance of the above
objects but not fur ther or otherwise, the Society shall have power to:
(a) compile and preserve local records;
(b) foster the preservation of any feature of Frome deemed to be special

merit ;
(c) do all such other things as shall be necessary for the fur therance

of the above object provided that the Society shall not engage in
permanen t t rading activities.

3 Memb ersh i p shall be open to all persons interested in fur ther ing the
objects of the Society. A C h a i r m a n , V ice -Cha i rman , Secretary,
Treasurer , Membersh ip Secretary and six additional Commit tee
Me m b e r s shall be elected annually at the Annua l General Meet ing to
manage the affairs of the Society. T h e J u n i o r members shall be invited
to nominate a representat ive in addit ion.

4 Sub-commit tees may be formed for the fur therance of any part icular
objects of the Society as may be decided by the Commit tee, providing
that all under takings of any such sub-committee shall be reported back
to the Commit tee as soon as possible and that any such sub-committee
shall not incur expense on behalf of the Society without the Commit tee ' s
prior consent.

5 T h e Commit tee shall have the power to co-opt members as they may
find desirable, and to appoint an Editor, Recorder and Auditor .

6 Five Commit tee members including at least one of the Officers shall form
a q u o ru m.

7 T h e Annua l Subscript ion, due on the 1st J a n u a r y shall be:
Full membersh ip £ 3.00
Hu sb a nd & wife: joint members £ 4.50
J u n i o r members : (those receiving full

time educat ion £ 1.00
Life membersh ip £30.00

8 Any me mb e r whose subscription is more than three months overdue
shall be notified and if the subscription is not paid within the year his
or her membersh ip shall lapse.

57



9 The financial year of the Society shall close on 31st March and a statement
of accounts for such year shall be prepared by the Treasurer as soon
as possible thereafter.

10 The Annual General Meet ing shall be held at such time and place and
by such notice as the Commit tee decides, but it shall be held not later
than two months after the close of the Society's financial year. T en
members including at least one of the Officers shall constitute a quorum
at any General Meeting.

11 A Special General Meet ing may be called by the Commit tee at their
discretion at any time and shall be called on the written demand addressed
to the Secretary, of at least ten members of the Society. Such a meeting
to be held within one month.of the demand being made. Alterations
to the constitution of the Society shall receive the assent of two-thirds
of the members present and voting at an Annual General Meet ing or
Special General Meeting. A resolution for the alteration of the
constitution must be received by the Secretary of the Society, at least
21 days before the meeting at which the resolution is to be brought
forward. At least 14 days notice of such a meeting must be given by
the Secretary to the membership and must include notice of the alteration
proposed. Provided that no alteration to the clauses (2) (Objects), (12)
(Dissolution) or this clause shall take effect until the approval in writing
of the Chari ty Commissioners or other authori ty having charitable
jurisdiction shall have been obtained: and no alteration shall be made
which would have the effect of causing the Association to cease to be
a charity at law.

12 The Society may be dissolved by a Resolution passed by a two-thirds
majori ty of those present and voting at a Special General Meet ing
convened for the purpose of which 21 days' notice shall have been given
(to the members). Such resolution may give instructions for the disposal
of any assets held by or in the- name of the Society, provided that if any
property remains after the satisfaction of all debts and liabilities such
property shall not be paid to or distributed among the members of the
Society but shall be given or transferred to such other charitable
institution or institutions having objects similar to some or all the-objects
of the Society as the Society may with the approval of the Chari ty
Commissioners or other authority having charitable jurisdiction
determine.
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FROME SOCIETY FOR LOCAL STUDY

Publications

1971 The Poet of Beckington (Samuel Daniel)
W estbarn Grange, part 1 (Witham Friary)
Postlebury Hill, Cloford

lOp.
20p.
lOp.

1972 W estbarn Grange, part 2
Silbury and W ansdyke*

20p.

1973 The Making of Frome (Reprinted in paperback, 1985, £3.50).
Gare Hill*
Nunney: An Historical Sketch*

1974 Bellerica Farm (Upton Noble)
A History of Mells*

50p.

1976 Light in Selwood (St. J o h n ' s Church, Frome) £1,00p.

1982 The Sheppards and Eighteenth Century Frome*
Frome through the Ages: An Anthology in Prose and V erse

£1.50p.
£4.00p.

1984 Crime and Punishment in Regency Frome:
The Diaries of Isaac Gregory £3.50p.

1985 Sir Henry Newbolt and Orchardleigh £2.00p.

1987 The Frome Society Y ear Book, V olume I £3.00p.

Frome Historical Research Group: Monographs and Maps

1978 T he Bounds of Selwood
A Plan of Frome 1774
M a p of the Hundred of Frome with notes
Public Buildings in Frome: Plans in 1774

50p.
75p.

25p.

1979 Argyll House, Frome: A Family and Architectural History
M a p of Frome and District before c.1750

£1.00p.
75p.

1981 Witham Friary: Church and Parish £1.50p.
1983
1984

Frome Street and Place-Names
A Glossary of Building T erms used in England from the

conquest to c.1550, by Eric Gee

£2.00p.

£6.00
1987 Notes towards a History of Gardening at

Marston House, 1660—1905

Re-prints

£2.00p.

1982 Eleanor V ere Boyle: Artist and Illustrator (Marston Bigot)    £1.50p.
 The Church Towers of Somerset         £1.00p.

1983 J o h n Strachey, F .R .S . , and The Antiquities of Wessex in 1730*
(Mells, Elm and Buckland Dinham).

The Duckworths and The Building of Orchardleigh House     £1.50p.
1985 St. Aldhelm, by H . M . Porter                            £1.00p.
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