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FROME TOWN WALKS 2022 

As most members no doubt already know, Alastair 

MacLeay, Janet Millar and Cliff Bawden decided to ‘stand 

down’ from their involvement in the Frome Society 

Walks. The trio have done a sterling job, organising the 

walks on behalf of FSLS for nearly twenty years. 

Everybody at the Society therefore sends heartfelt 

thanks for all the effort they have put in, showing people 

around town and thereby allowing them to learn more 

about its history and buildings.   
 

Although an end of an era, it is not the end of FSLS walks, 

which is where we (David and Lisa) come in. In 2018, the 

two of us answered a request by Frome Town Council to 

train as walking guides. The intention was to create and 

lead walks covering various aspects of our town’s 

illustrious past. During this whole time though, we 

ensured they did not clash with FSLS walks as well as 

promoting the walks whenever we could.  
 

The intention is to merge the content of the FSLS walks, 

the notes to which Alastair kindly handed over recently, 

with our own. This will, therefore, create an even more 

informative and enjoyable introduction into Frome’s 

history. The Frome Festival walks will, however, continue 

to be run under the FSLS banner, led by Lisa and myself, 

continuing to keep the Society’s profile raised during this 

prestigious event.  
 

The 2022 ‘season’ of walks - including old favourites such 

as ‘Saxon Frome’ and ‘Frome at War’, along with new 

ones such as ‘Celebrated Women of Frome’ (a 

companion walk to the major exhibition taking place at 

the Museum) – will be launched in April and full details 

will be available online at the Council’s ‘Discover Frome’ 

website and ‘Frome Guided Walks’ facebook page, or 

else in person at the Tourist Information Centre and 

Frome Town Hall. We look forward to seeing many 

fellow FSLS members on the walks in the coming 

months. Non-festival walks will be charged at £6 per 

person, the FSLS Festival Walks will remain the same 

price. 
 

David Lassman and Lisa Kenwright 
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Report from the Chair 
 

Dear Members 
 

I hope 2022 is not going too badly for you all. I am writing this in late December so don’t know what Covid 

restrictions might be imposed in the intervening weeks before you read this. 
 

At the Frome Society we have quite a lot going on. 
 

Alastair MacLeay has retired from running the Society publications after many years of excellent service 

and his place is being taken by Mick Davis, who is also the Yearbook editor. It is planned for the Society to 

thank Alastair at our March AGM for all his inspiring and meticulous work for the Society for many years. 
 

Mick and Pat Smith, the chair of Frome and District Civic Society are embarking on a map of Frome and its 

surrounding area, made in 1813 for St. Johns Church and the Society is fortunate enough to be able to 

reproduce this in its entirety. The map is stored at the County Archives at Taunton.  
 

David Lassman, is now our new Press Officer and also Town Walks organiser, on Alastair’s retirement. 
 

I know that all these new committee members will be writing their own section of Contact to tell you their 

plans for the forthcoming year, which should make very interesting reading. 
 

After a superb season for lectures, sadly having to end with Zoom because of the risk to members’ health in 

meeting at the Assembly Rooms when the virus rates escalated, we are looking forward to a season of trips 

which we hope will be able to go ahead. I want to thank Janet Howard, John Peverley, John Corfield and 

Sue Plummer for their work in organising the lectures and to Jennie O’Kane, Jo Baverstock, Nicola Stoate, 

Debbie Temperton and Mary Coventry for organising the trips under very difficult circumstances with many 

venues being badly affected by Covid. 

 
 

I am sorry but the Society is struggling to 

hand deliver the increasing amount of 

Contact as we now have over 460 members 

so this is the last time members whose 

email addresses we have will receive paper 

copies.  
 

If you feel you really cannot cope with 

receiving this electronically please contact 

Brian Marshall at treasurer@fsls.org.uk or 

01373 454611. 
 

Please see the attached AGM papers for 

19th March 2022. Where I shall be writing 

more! 
 

Best Wishes to you all 

Sara Morris 

 
 
 

 

Brian Marshall assisting John Smith with his 

lecture on 23rd October 2021 – ‘The Battle of 

Britain over Somerset’. 
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2022 SUMMER PROGRAMME NOTES 

This year we have arranged a varied programme of outings which we hope you will enjoy.  

Bookings: call Pat Eames on 464464 after 9am. If necessary, please leave a message and your phone 

number. In an emergency on the day call 07493 419398  

 Cancellations must be made not less than 48 hours before the outing. Failure to do so will incur the 

cost of the coach and possible further costs non-refundable to the Society. 

 Any communication must be made to the Society, not to the Coach Company. 

 The preferred method of payment is by cheque (payable to FSLS) collected when boarding the 

coach at the end of the trip. The price shown includes coach fare, entrance fees, guides and 

gratuities. 

 Guests will pay a supplementary charge of £3 and are responsible for their own travel insurance. 

 There is always a facility for buying lunch, if not included, or you may prefer to take a picnic.  

 

Pick up points are: 

• FROME RUGBY CLUB (advertised departure time)  

• BUS STOP OUTSIDE FROME MEMORIAL THEATRE (5 minutes later)  

 

The Rugby Club offers a large parking area which will accommodate all members who wish to park their 

cars there before boarding the coach. Please park behind the Clubhouse. 

 

CIVIC SOCIETY NEWS 

Planning review meetings 

Our Panel has continued to review all the planning and listed building applications that come forward in the 

Frome area. We are still working largely remotely, but have been able to hold some face-to-face meetings 

to discuss major proposals. 

Greenfield developments south of Keyford 

Three applications totalling 325 dwellings on fields south of Keyford were deferred by Mendip District 

Council Planning Board on 26th July in order for the developers to come up with an improved masterplan. 

One application was subsequently refused. The Civic Society has engaged with other local stakeholders and 

directly with the developers in working towards a solution. Amended proposals for access and design have 

now been submitted by one developer, with the other to follow shortly. Whilst we still have some 

reservations, particularly in respect of access and layout, we think the changes are for the better and are 

encouraged by improvements to housing design and materials.  

 

‘Selwood Garden Community’ 

This application for a further 1700 new homes beyond the Keyford sites was submitted in July 2021. It also 

includes commercial developments and a range of community facilities including a primary school. Our 

Planning Panel and other Civic Society members have spent a considerable amount of time scrutinising the 

documentation and responses by various statutory consultees, and at the time of writing we are drawing 
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up our response. This will be based on consideration of the scheme in terms of policy compliance, 

sustainability and the planning balance of benefit against potential harms.  

 

Local plan and national policy 

Part 2 of the Mendip District Council Local Plan was adopted on 20th December 2021. This covers land 

allocations for housing, employment and other uses up to 2029. Unfortunately, Local Plan Part 1, which 

contains strategic policies and was adopted in 2014, is now out of date and the government-appointed 

Planning Inspector requires Parts 1 and 2 to be urgently reviewed as a single plan going forward to 2040. 

Mendip has committed to commence this review early in 2022, but its progress to formal examination will 

fall to the new Somerset Council unitary authority when Mendip ceases to exist on 01 April 2023. 

Meanwhile, because our Local Plan is out of date, it is given much less weight in planning decisions, which 

leaves us vulnerable to opportunistic and speculative housing applications. 

Pat Smith 

 

 

PUBLICATIONS 

As many of you know, Alastair retired in December after many years of running the Society’s programme of 

publications, his drive, enthusiasm and dedication will be greatly missed. It has now fallen to me to follow 

in his footsteps. There are a number of plans for the near future.  

 

A magnificent, virtually unknown early nineteenth century map of Frome is to be the Society’s next major 

publishing project. ‘A Map of the Parish of Frome Selwood’, produced by Jeremiah Cruse in 1813 for St 

John’s Church, is a finely detailed survey of the entire parish. It will be published by The Society in the form 

of a limited-edition historical atlas. The entire map - measuring 133 inches by 80 inches - will be published 

in over 100 full colour plates, to its original scale of 20 inches to 1 mile. It will also include a transcription of 

the St John’s survey book, which provides details of the 3000+ numbered plots, their owners and occupiers: 

a unique snapshot of Frome history in the Regency period. 

 

The team working on the project include FSLS members Mick Davis and Pat Smith (Yearbook Editor and 

Chair of the Civic Society respectively), Liz Corfield and cartography expert Dr Adrian Webb. A detailed 

proposal outlining costs, sales projections, production schedule and marketing plan was unanimously 

approved at the FSLS Committee meeting in December.  

 

The Historic Inns of Frome book which has sold around 1,200 copies of its first two print runs is to be 

published and re-printed by the Society in the New Year with minor amendments. 

 

There is also the possibility of publishing an updated version of Eunice Overend’s book on the geology of 

the area; a slightly revised version of The Frome Heritage Trail is in preparation, and a new edition of the 

pamphlet on the history of the Blue House is under discussion. 

 

There is also the ongoing problem of what to do with old stock that is no longer selling such as The King’s 

Peace, The Bounds of Selwood etc., one idea is to donate them to schools and other institutions, another is 

to make up small bundles of non-selling titles and sell them off cheaply. All ideas gratefully received! 

 

Another project is to scan in some of our older out of print titles and make these available free as 

downloadable PDFs on the Society's website. As well as preserving all the information and work which 
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these contain it is hoped that it will raise the profile of the website as a useful resource for research. This 

has already been done with Yearbooks 1-4 and others will follow.  

 

There will also be a much-refreshed list of books on the town, its history, and its many fascinating stories 

on the website also downloadable as a PDF. 

 

THE YEARBOOK 

Last year we printed 385 copies of issue 24 and encouraged members to collect them from the museum 

rather than delivering them by hand. This was a success in two ways. Firstly, it removed an awful lot of 

strain on the part of those hardy souls who volunteered to tramp the streets pushing them through letter 

boxes, and secondly, it gave an indication of how many members are actually interested in receiving and 

reading the Yearbook. Since it was published last July, 95 members have still not collected their copies or 

contacted the museum to ask for it to be delivered despite repeated invitations to do so. If you are one of 

these your copy is still waiting at the museum for you. 

 

Not everyone in the Society will be interested in reading the Yearbook and this information will enable us 

to revise our print run down to 320 or so, but I am still hoping that sales to the general public will improve 

with suitable promotion and advertising for future issues. I have enough material now for issue 25 but 

please keep articles coming in as there will always be another. 

 

If anyone has any skill or basic aptitude for design, layout, artistry or just a knowledge of how to layout a 

document in Word without the graphics jumping around or text appearing in strange boxes that just won't 

go away please get in touch as I would welcome their help with the layout and design of various 

documents. I would also like help with the design of the covers of the yearbook and our other publications. 

Mick Davis  

 

MEMBERSHIP 

Membership has continued to rise in spite of the difficulties we’ve experienced and now stands at 464.  

Zoom proved to be a godsend for those members with wi-fi access as they were able to listen to and view 

talks online. If you have an email address which isn’t registered with the Society then please do let me have 

it as it’s a quick and speedy method for us to keep you up to date: membership@fsls.org.uk  

 

The membership year runs from January to December and members are reminded that they should have 

paid their subscription by the end of March or we will have to presume that they no longer wish to be a 

member of the Society.  All new members are being encouraged to set up standing orders to help with our 

administration.  If you’re a current member and haven’t done this yet please consider it and arrange it with 

your bank. Our bank details are as follows: Sort Code 20-05-06, Account Number 90037966.  Thank you. 

 

Copies of the application form for membership are 

available from the museum, the membership secretary at 

membership@fsls.org.uk or may be downloaded from the 

FSLS website - fsls.org.uk. Hunting Raven displayed our 

membership forms next to the local books that they sell 

and we hope this will prove to be a productive way of 

raising awareness of the Society and increasing 

membership in the future.   Liz Corfield  

 

Frome Society for Local Study 

 
10% discount on book purchases 

Please present this token at 
Hunting Raven Bookshop 

to get a 10% discount on purchases. 
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FROME FESTIVAL LECTURE 

Frome Society for Local Study is proud to be sponsoring a Frome Festival Lecture at 7:30pm on Wednesday 

6th July 2022 at Rook Lane Chapel.  The subject will be local poet Elizabeth Rowe (1674–1737). Our speaker 

is Dr Carole Sargent, Director of the Office of Scholarly Publications, Georgetown University, Washington DC. 

Dr Sargent will show us that she was an interesting writer, witty and engaging and nothing like the starchy 

and pious persona portrayed.  

 

Elizabeth Rowe is one of a number of ‘Celebrated women of Frome’, an exhibition to be held at Frome 

Museum which will run from International Women’s Day, March 8th, to the last day of the Frome Festival, 

July 10th. Elizabeth was feted on both sides of the Atlantic and was one of the eighteenth century’s most 

widely read authors. Her works influenced early nineteenth century women writers but by the end of the 

nineteenth century she had become an ‘antiquarian curiosity’. Nowadays her star is on the rise again and 

she is credited with being a pivotal figure in the 

development of the English novel.   

 

Tickets (£10) will only be on sale from the Festival 

Box Office at the Cheese and Grain. Do join us at 

Rook Lane and find out more about this fascinating 

woman. 

 

 

PRESS AND PR OFFICER – A NEW ROLE 

My name is David Lassman and I have recently 

volunteered to become FSLS’s Press Officer. For 

those who do not know me, I have been in Frome 

since 2011 and in that time, have written, or co-

written, several books about the town’s past, along 

with running a local history course for Frome 

Community Education, as well as various other 

related activities. I have been a FSLS member for 

several years, as well as contributing to the 

Yearbook and organising the FSLS’s WWII Evacuee 

Frome Festival event. 

 

However, for several years, I have also freelanced 

as Press and PR consultant for the Jane Austen 

Centre in Bath, and through this have dealt with 

most, if not all, sections of the media, from local and regional to national and even international. I hope to 

now bring much of this experience to my new role within the FSLS. 

 

There are numerous definitions as to what a Press and PR Officer does and there may be many members 

who ask: ‘Does the FSLS need one?’ Well, to attempt to answer both questions simultaneously and 

satisfactorily, I see my role within FSLS as follows: To promote and publicise FSLS wherever required, 

through appropriate avenues and whichever medium outlets are most relevant. If that sounds a little 

gobbledegook, then let me give a concrete example. 

 

Portrait of Elizabeth Singer Rowe 
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In the case of future FSLS publications, the Press and PR role will take the form of generating as much 

interest in the media and public alike before publication, as well as gaining as much media coverage once 

published, with the aim of turning all of this into sales. This process will be undertaken through traditional 

means – press releases, newspaper articles, professional contacts etc. – as well as newer forms of 

communication, such as social media posts. 

 
 
CELEBRATED WOMEN OF FROME 

There are many events and activities to look forward to in 2022, but hopefully one of the most eagerly 

anticipated will be an exhibition being held at the Frome Museum between March and July this year. 

Celebrated Women of Frome will highlight several women who made a mark in their lifetime and have a 

strong connection with Frome. These include FSLS plaque recipients Christina Rossetti, Clara Grant, Lady 

Harris, Elizabeth Rowe, and Lois Maxwell, as well others equally deserving, such as Eva Elwes, Betty Trask, 

and Emma Sheppard. As well as the exhibition, there will numerous related events taking place throughout 

the exhibition’s duration and this includes the FSLS’s Frome Festival’s annual event (mentioned earlier) 

which this year is a talk on one of those women being ‘celebrated’ – Elizabeth Singer-Rowe. 

 
 
FROME HERITAGE MUSEUM 

Our Museum is moving into 2022 with a regained vigour and enthusiasm. The enforced restrictions of the 

last two years have given us opportunities to review our objectives and consider how we should provide an 

inviting and progressive museum. We are now moving forward with new names and faces adding to our 

abilities to develop innovative events and displays.   

 

We look forward to publishing details of exhibitions looking at some of the celebrated women of Frome, 

while also seeing the launch of a new website and the completion of the restoration of the lost collection of 

photographs of Frome’s great metal founders - Singers. Followed by a look at the dark side of Victorian 

Frome when murders took place! 

  

Plans are in place to refurbish the Museum’s windows in North Parade in 2022 and there is already 

significant renovation of the cellars in Bridge Street.  

  

One of our most popular presentations is the ‘Behind the Scenes’ guided tours of the Museum’s galleries 

and cellars and as soon as Covid-19 health requirements allow for it, we will relaunch them in the coming 

months.  Dates for these tours specific to Society members are Saturday 2nd April 2022 and Saturday 9th 

April 2022 at 2pm. Please be aware that there are a lot of steps in the building.  Members can book by 

contacting Brian Marshall (treasurer@fsls.org.uk or 01373 454611) or by putting their names on the sheets 

that will be available at the lectures on 19th February, 5th and 19th March. 

Lots at the Museum to look forward to this year!  

Check out our website! 

Bob Cuzner
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2022 FSLS VISITS 

 

A note from the Outings Sub-committee 

Assuming current Covid restrictions are likely to 

remain in place throughout 2022 has given us a 

few problems.  

Some venues have a lack of volunteers returning 

this year which means cutting down the number of 

our days out as well as making a limit on places 

when booking. We are expected to follow the 

social distancing rules. 

 

Monday 25th April 

Lacock Abbey and Village NT 

The Abbey was founded in the 13th C by Ela, 

Countess of Salisbury, as a Nunnery which 

prospered until the mid-16th C when Sir William 

Sharington bought the building, demolished the 

Abbey church and converted the rest into a house. 

Eventually the house passed to the Talbot family 

and was most famously associated with William 

Henry Fox Talbot who in 1835 pioneered 

photography. The Abbey is architecturally 

interesting with its original stable yard, 

Brewhouse, Bakehouse, mullion windows and 

Tudor-arched doorways. Within the grounds are a 

Botanic Garden, greenhouse and orchard. 

 

 

The coach will drop us by the Fox Talbot Museum 

and nearby is the NT café. Being picturesque, the 

village is used for film and TV locations such as for 

Harry Potter, Pride and Prejudice and Wolf Hall.  

 
 

There are several Inns and cafés to be found on 

your wanders and many interesting timbered 

vernacular buildings. If you walk to the church you 

will see on the left the ford which is still used by 

traffic. 

Depart from Rugby Club:  9-15am 

Cost: NT £10   non-members £24 

Bookings from Monday 11th April  

(40 places) 

 

 

Wednesday 11th May 

Bridport and Abbotsbury 

Wednesday is Market day in Bridport with stalls on 

the town streets and especially along South Street 

where we shall be visiting Bridport Museum. This is 

in an interesting old building with stairs or a lift to 

access the upper floor. There are displays of 

Roman artefacts, such as jewellery, and there are 

fossils, large and small, from the nearby World 

Heritage Jurassic Coast and coins of the Durotrige 

people who lived in the area in the Iron Age. The 

Anglo-Saxons had a Mint in Bridport and there is 

also evidence of Bridport’s later social history 

showing its darker side of ‘disease, decay and 

death’. 

 

On the ground floor is a room showing the history 

of the rope and net-making industries that were in 

the area for the past 800 years and we will have a 

demonstration of rope-making. The other local 

industry has been the brewing of beer because 

water was not safe to drink and the Palmers 

Brewery dates back 200 years. 
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There is free time to explore Bridport and to 

choose a place for lunch and in the afternoon we 

have a scenic drive to Abbotsbury for a sweet or 

savoury Scone Tea at the Old School Tea Rooms, 

(included). 

Depart Rugby Club: 8-15am 

Costs: £26 

Bookings from Friday 22nd April  

(40 places) 

 

 

Thursday 9th June 

Highcliffe Castle and Christchurch 

Highcliffe Castle is Grade 1 listed and includes 

interesting exhibits reflecting its chequered 

history, including the time when being owned by 

‘Mr Selfridge’. The café is situated next to the 

Castle. There are lovely views out to sea from the 

nearby cliff top with signs showing access down to 

the beach via a ramped walk or steps. 

 

Christchurch has plenty of places to eat and to 

discover; the blue plaque millennium trail connects 

19 important sites in the town’s history and by the 

Rivers Stour and Avon flowing into Christchurch 

Harbour are signs directing you to the site of the 

ducking stool! The Augustinian Priory built in 1094 

is the longest parish church in the country, the 

ruined 11th C Castle located nearby has the 

Norman Constable’s Hall that boasts the oldest 

chimney in Britain.  

 

The Red House Museum situated in the former 

Georgian Workhouse shows the town’s social 

history and information on the Iron Age and the 

later Saxon settlers. There is also a coffee shop 

here. 

Depart from Rugby Club: 8-30am 

Costs: £24 

Bookings from Thursday 26th May  

(40 places) 

 

 

Friday 24th June 

Avebury NT 

The pretty village of Avebury lies partially within 

this Neolithic henge monument that contains the 

world’s largest megalithic stone circle.  The coach 

will drop us in the High Street near the Red Lion 

Inn and NT bookstall. The Old Farmyard is only a 

short walk away and here you will find the NT 

Shop, The Circles Café, Toilets, The Barn Museum 

and the Manor House. Included in our visit is a 

guided walk to see the stones or to have a shorter 

walk; walking shoes are advised. 

 

The Manor Gardens are divided into Rooms which 

are particularly interesting and colourful in the 

summer. Going inside the House you might be 

reminded of the 2011 TV series, The Manor 

Reborn, which showed some rooms decorated in 

the style of the Tudors, (with a bed you might still 

be invited to lie on), also of Queen Anne and 

Georgian eras, and the Victorian/Edwardian 

themed kitchen. The 1930s’ sitting room is styled 

as Alexander Keiller, of marmalade fame, might 

have known. He used his wealth to excavate and 

re-instate many of the stones. There are artefacts 

in the Museum with explanatory displays from the 

years of excavations around the area.  
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Depart Rugby Club: 9am 

Cost: NT members £18    non-members £30 

Bookings from Wednesday 8th June  

(40 places) 

 

Tuesday 19th July 

Knightshayes Court, Tiverton              

In 1816, John Heathcoat the inventor, 

Loughborough mill owner and philanthropist, 

moved his lace-making business to Devon and 

many of his workers followed on foot. In 1869, his 

grandson, Liberal MP John Heathcoat-Amory, 

desired a grand mansion to reflect his wealth and 

hired the eminent architect, William Burges, to 

build Knightshayes. However, Burges was too slow 

in completing his elaborate Gothic-inspired designs 

and was replaced in 1873 by decorator J.C. Grace. 

Simon Jenkins in his England’s Thousand Best 

Houses, says Grace employed the most 

accomplished Victorian craftsmen who had also 

worked at Longleat. 

 

After WW2, Heathcoat-Amory’s grandson, Sir John, 

and his wife, the ladies golf champion Joyce 

Wethered, found the house and grounds very 

neglected and they created the sloping lawns, 

terraces, glades, topiary hedges and an arboretum. 

Today, many visitors regard the gardens at 

Knightshayes as more important than the house 

itself. 

Depart from Rugby Club: 8-45am 

Bookings from Friday 1st July 

Costs: NT members £19   non-members £31  

(40 places) 

 

 

Thursday 11th August 

St Fagans, Cardiff 

Since 1948 when the St Fagans National Museum 

of History opened, a growing collection of over 40 

historical buildings from all over Wales have been 

rescued and rebuilt using traditional skills. The 

Museum is in the grounds of St Fagans Castle. 

Besides the examples of milling, blacksmithing, 

weaving, farming and the use of clay, we shall see 

the recent refurbishments and additions such 

illustrating Welsh people’s lives from pre-history to 

the present day. 

 

The Museum is holding online talks and for a small 

donation they can be accessed via the St Fagans 

website. The Curators and the Conservators will be 

sharing their specialist knowledge, all followed by 

Q&A sessions and covering Natural Sciences; Social 

and Cultural History; Industrial History; Art; 

Archaeology and Numismatics. 

Depart from Rugby Club:  8-30am 

Costs:  £19 

Bookings from Thursday 28th July    

(40 places) 

 

 

Thursday 25th August 2022 

Royal West of England Academy, Bristol 

This visit follows from the excellent lecture given in 

November 2021 by Alison Bevan, Chief Executive 

of the Royal West of England Academy, when she 

outlined the fascinating history of this illustrious 

building which was founded in the 1880s by Ellen 

Sharples and also told us about the extensive 

refurbishment over the past months. The Academy 

is due to open in April and Alison has offered to 

give Frome Society members a talk and guided 

tour. Our programme will include entry to their 

autumn exhibition called Earth: Digging Deep in 

British Art 1715-2022 which will chart the 

progression of landscape painting over time from 

the sublime to our current state of emergency. 

 

The refurbishment includes extending the cafe 

facilities to outdoor as well as indoor seating and a 

wide range of refreshments.  

 

We plan to leave Frome at 9.00am to hopefully 

have time for coffee before Alison Bevan's talk and 

guided tour at 11.00am and plan to leave Bristol by 

4.00pm to avoid the rush hour. This will give time 

to explore the Gallery and maybe visit the area 

which is in the heart of Bristol. 

Depart from Rugby Club 9.00am 

Bookings from Wednesday 10th August 

Costs: £17 

(40 places) 
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Wednesday 14th September 

Winchester: Cathedral and College       

‘Manners Makyth Man’ is William of Wykeham’s 

College Motto. His school was founded in 1332 and 

is the oldest of its type in England. As well as our 

guided tour of the College’s medieval buildings, we 

have a tour of the Cathedral to look forward to.  

 

The Cathedral was begun in 1079 on the orders of 

William the Conqueror but the Monastery was 

dissolved in 1532 by Henry VIII. In the vicinity of 

the present building is buried evidence of earlier 

Saxon churches. Within the Cathedral are many 

monuments; for instance, in the north nave aisle 

are the engraved words of Henry Austen in 1817 

marking his sister Jane’s grave which make no 

reference to her literary genius. 

 

A year later, John Keats visited Winchester and 

described it as, ‘The pleasantest town I ever was 

in’, and in between our guided tours we also can 

have a pleasant time by having a wander outside 

the Close. 

Depart from Rugby Club:  8-15am 

Costs: £30   

Bookings from Wednesday 24th August  

(40 places) 

  

 

 

  

This statue of King Alfred, located in the centre of Winchester, was sculpted by 

Sir Hamo Thornycroft and cast in Frome at Singers Foundry in 1901. 
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FROME SOCIETY FOR LOCAL STUDY  

(Registered Charity No: 292340) 

CONSTITUTION    To be put to the members for approval on 19
th

 March 2022 

1. The Charity’s name is the Frome Society for Local Study 

2. Objects  

The objects of the Society shall be  

A) to advance the education of the public in, the Local History, Geology, Archaeology, Natural 

History, and Architecture of Frome and the surrounding area and to enable the same through a 

programme of talks and visits and through the publication of documents, books and leaflets 

B) To stimulate public interest in and care for the beauty, history and character of Frome and the 

surrounding area by promoting high standards of urban and environmental design in particular relating 

to planning, transport and the environment and to encourage the public to get involved in caring for 

the environment and the public realm and to respond to all major or significant planning applications 

and developments  

C) To assist the restoration and preservation of buildings and artefacts in Frome and the 

surrounding area and to commission commemorative plaques by the provision of grants 

3. Activities 

In furtherance of the above objects but not further or otherwise, the Society shall have the power to 

compile and preserve local records, foster the preservation of any feature of Frome deemed to be of 

special merit and do all such things as shall be necessary for the furtherance of the above objects 

provided that the Society shall not engage in permanent trading activities 

4. Trustees 

The charity shall be managed by a committee of Trustees (minimum of 5, maximum of 8) who are 

appointed at the Annual General Meeting (AGM) of the charity 

5. Carrying out the Objects 

In order to carry out the charitable objects, the Trustees have the power to: 

A) raise funds, receive grants and donations 

B) Apply funds to carry out the work of the charity 

C) Co-operate with and support other charities with similar objects 

D) Do anything which is lawful and necessary to achieve the objects 
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6. Membership 

The charity shall have a membership which shall include life members and honorary members. People 

who support the work of the charity can apply to the trustees to become a member upon payment of an 

Annual Subscription (to be determined by the Trustees) which shall be due on the 1
st
 January of each 

year. Any member whose subscription is more than one month overdue shall be notified and if the 

subscription is not paid by 31
st
 March his or her membership shall lapse 

7. Annual General Meeting - AGM 

A) The AGM must be held every year, not later than three months after the end of the financial 

year, with 14 days’ notice being given to all members telling them what is on the agenda. Minutes 

must be kept of the AGM 

B) There must be present at the AGM at least one-tenth of the total membership 

C) Each member has one vote 

D) The Trustees shall present the annual report and accounts 

E) Any member may stand for election to be a trustee and/or to serve on a Management 

Committee 

F) Any member who is eligible to be elected as a Trustee shall also be eligible for election to 

serve in that capacity for further terms of such office 

G) Members shall elect a maximum of 8 trustees to serve for the next year. Those trustees 

together with further members also elected at the AGM shall serve on a Management Committee of 

the charity. They will retire at the next AGM but may stand for re-election. A Chairman, Vice-

Chairman, Secretary, Treasurer, Membership Secretary and Civic Society representative will be 

appointed at the AGM from those elected on to the Management Committee.  

8. Trustee Meetings 

A) Trustees must hold 3 meetings each year 

B) At least 5 trustees must be present at the meeting to be able to make decisions. Minutes shall 

be kept for every meeting 

C) If trustees have a conflict of interest they must declare it and leave the meeting while the 

matter is being discussed or decided 

D) During the year the trustees may appoint up to 2 additional trustees. They will stand down at 

the next AGM 

E) The trustees may make reasonable additional rules to help run the charity including the setting 

up of sub-committees. These rules must not conflict with this constitution or the law 

9. Money and Property 

A) Money and property must only be used for the charity’s purposes 
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B) Trustees must keep accounts. The most recent annual accounts can be seen by anybody on 

request 

C) Trustees cannot receive any money or property from the charity, except to refund reasonable 

out of pocket expenses 

D) Money must be held in bank and savings accounts in the name of the charity.  

E) All cheques must be signed by two signatories, one of whom must be a Trustee 

10. Special General Meetings 

A Special General Meeting may be called by the Committee at their discretion at any time and shall be 

called on the written demand, addressed to the Secretary, of at least ten per cent of the members of the 

Society. Such a meeting is to be held within one month of the demand being made. 

11. Alterations to the Constitution of the Society  

Alterations to the Constitution of the Society shall receive the assent of two-thirds of the members 

present and voting at an Annual General Meeting or Special General Meeting. A resolution for the 

alteration of the constitution must be received by the Secretary of the Society at least 21 days before 

the meeting at which the resolution is to be brought forward. At least 14 days’ notice of such a 

meeting must be given by the Secretary to the membership and must include notice of the alteration 

proposed. No alteration to clauses 2 (Objects),  

12 (Dissolution) or this clause shall take effect until the approval in writing of the Charity 

Commissioners or other authority having charitable jurisdiction shall have been obtained: and no 

alteration shall be made which would have the effect of causing the Society to cease to be a charity at 

law. 

12. Dissolution 

The Society may be dissolved by a Resolution passed by a two-thirds majority of those present and 

voting at a Special General Meeting convened for the purpose of which 21 days’ notice shall have 

been given (to the members). Such resolution may give instructions for the disposal of any assets held 

by or in the name of the Society, provided that if any property remains after the satisfaction of all 

debts and liabilities such property shall not be paid to or distributed among the members of the Society 

but shall be given or transferred to such other charitable institution having objects similar to some or 

all the objects of the Society as the Society may with the approval of the Charity Commissioners or 

other authority having charitable jurisdiction determine.   

.   

  



16 
 

A Selected List of Books about Frome for sale  
 

Book of Frome (5th edition 2013) 
Michael McGarvie    15.00 
A comprehensive history of the town by its foremost 
historian 
 

Of Mounds and Men 
Mick Davis     12.00 
A guide to the prehistoric barrows of the Frome area 
 

A Surfeit of Magnificence  
Mick Davis     14.95 
Sir Thomas Champneys of Orchardleigh  
 

The Butler and Tanner Story 
Lorraine Johnson     12.00 
The history of the printing company 1863-2014  
 

The Historic Inns of Frome 
Mick Davis and Valerie Pitt    10.00 
The history of Frome’s pubs past and present 
 

Frome Street and Place Names (4th edition) 
Michael McGarvie     6.00 
Origin and meaning of many of the town’s place names  
 

Frome Through the Ages 
Michael McGarvie     5.00 
An anthology of historic events in Frome’s history 
 

Casting the World 
Sue Bucklow    10.00 
The story of JW Singer & Sons metal founders  
   

Crime and Punishment in Regency Frome 
Michael McGarvie     9.00 
Journals of Isaac Gregory, constable of Frome  
1813-1818 
 

Pioneers in Practice  
Lorraine Johnson    18.00  
The vets of Garston House 
 

Frome in the Great War 
David Lassman    12.99  
The First World War comes to Frome  
 

Frome at War 1939-1945 
David Lassman     14.99 
A comprehensive account of the town’s war years 
 

The Awful Killing of Sarah Watts 
Mick Davis & David Lassman   12.00  
The fascinating story of Frome’s unsolved murder 1851 
 

Foul Deeds & Suspicious Deaths in Frome 
Mick Davis & David Lassman   10.00 
14 cases from Frome’s criminal history 
 

A-Z of Frome  
Mick Davis & David Lassman   15.99 
A fairly light hearted look at the town’s finest features 
 

Woodhouse: The Lost Castle 
T John Snelgrove & Michael Forward  10.00 
The lost castle of Horningsham 
 

Frome Town Hall 
Lorraine Johnson     7.50 
A history of the building   
 

The Buildings of Frome (3rd edition) 
Rodney Goodall     9.00 
The development of Frome and its buildings  
 

Experiences of a 19th Century Gentleman 
Derek Gill (ed)     10.00 
The diary of Thomas Bunn, philanthropist 1767-1853  
 

Frome Heritage Trail (4th edition)  
Michael McGarvie (ed)    3.00 
A small guide to the town’s historic buildings via its 
plaques  
 

Frome Unzipped 
Crysse Morrison     12.50 
A look at Frome in many guises from Prehistory to Punk 
 

Frome Preserved  
Dr David Robinson   12.00 
The early history of Frome Museum & Frome Society 
 
VILLAGE HISTORIES  
Villages of the Frome Area 
Peter Belham       4.50 
 

The History of Nunney  
Anthony Windrum     7.50 
 

A History of Mells (3rd edition) 
Rev FW Cleverdon     7.50 
    

A History of Stoke St Michael 
Joyce Jefferson (ed)    8.50 
 

A History of Holcombe 
Joyce Jefferson (ed)    10.00 
 

A History of Wanstrow  
Joyce Jefferson (ed)   10.00  
 

A History of Chapmanslade 
Joyce Jefferson (ed)    10.00  
The Book of Leigh upon Mendip 
Joyce Jefferson (ed)    10.00  
 
MAPS 
1838 Frome Map by Dixon & Maitland on CD 
      10.00 
1886 OS Map of Frome on CD    10.00 
1903 OS Map of Frome (flat)   9.00 
 
 
 
Publications are available in person from the following: 
Frome Museum, 1 North Parade, Frome BA11 1AT 
01373 454611 
 
Winstone’s Hunting Raven Bookshop, 10 Cheap Street, 
Frome BA11 1BN 01373 473111 
 
Publications are also available by post from 
publications@fsls.org.uk 01373 454611 (answering 
machine at times). Postage and packing extra at cost. A 
complete list of all publications is available from our 
website www.fsls.org.uk  


