
Frome Society for Local Study (Registered Charity 292340): Annual Report and Accounts 
The 63rd Annual General Meeting of the Society to be held on Saturday 18th March 2023, at the Assembly Rooms,  
at 2pm 
 
Objects of the Society (shortened form) 

 To advance the education of the public in the Local History, Geology, Archaeology, Natural History and 
Architecture of Frome and the surrounding area 

 To stimulate public interest in and care for the beauty, history and character of Frome and the surrounding area by 
promoting high standards of urban and environmental design  

 To assist the restoration and preservation of buildings and artefacts in Frome and the surrounding area and to 
commission commemorative plaques. 

 

AGENDA: 
1. Chair’s opening remarks and report 

 

2. Apologies 
  

3. Adoption of the minutes of the AGM of 2022 
 

4. Matters arising 
 

5. Treasurer’s report 
a. Questions 
b. To approve the accounts for the year ended December 31

st
 2022 

 

6. Secretary’s report 
a. Questions 
b. To adopt the Secretary’s report 

 

7. Membership Secretary’s report 
a. Questions 
b. To adopt the Membership Secretary’s report 

 

8. To receive the report from Frome and District Civic Society 
a. Questions 

 
As ever, the Trustees, Officers and Committee Members of the Society will formally stand down at the AGM. All will be 
standing for re-election except for myself as Chair and Trustee, and Paul Truscott as a long-standing Committee 
Member and Trustee. I am pleased to report that we have one nomination for Chair from David Lassman, the Society’s 
current Vice Chair, and two nominations to serve as Trustees, Liz Corfield and Mick Davis, both currently Committee 
Members. We welcome any further nominations of Members who wish to stand as Trustees, Officers or Committee 
Members at the AGM. 
 

9. Approve Election of Chair  
a. Sara Morris to stand down as Chair and announce any nominations: if there is more than one she 

will request members to vote. 
 

10. Approve Election of officers and members of the Trustees for the forthcoming year  
a. Approve the following Trustees to be re-elected David Lassman, Pat Smith, Pat Eames, Richard 

Swann, Bob Cuzner, Brian Marshall.  
b. Announce Paul Truscott and Sara Morris are resigning and that Liz Corfield and Mick Davis are 

standing for election as Trustees, to bring the complement of Trustees up to 8. Then ask for 
proposer and seconder for the Trustees. 
 

11. Approve Election of Committee Members  
a. Nominations from existing Committee members: Jennie O’Kane. 
b. Nominations from new members: Chris de Groot, Jayne Sadgrove. 

 

 

12. Any Other Business and close of meeting. 



MINUTES OF THE 62ND ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF THE FROME SOCIETY FOR LOCAL STUDY AND OF THE FROME 
AND DISTRICT CIVIC SOCIETY HELD AT FROME ASSEMBLY ROOMS ON SATURDAY MARCH 19TH 2022 AT 2pm 
 
Chair’s opening remarks:  Sara Morris welcomed members to the AGM and announced that, sadly, since the last AGM five members 
have died: Roz Pickerskill, Patricia Ridley, Brenda White, Isobel George and Malcolm Rouse. She went on to thank Alastair MacLeay 
for his outstanding contribution, his expert and tireless management of the Society publications and editing the Yearbook for 10 
years, which was followed by a heartfelt round of applause. She also thanked the team who organised another splendid season of 
lectures:  Janet Howard, John Peverley, John Corfield and Sue Plummer which was also followed by a round of applause. She also 
thanked the staff of the Assembly Rooms. She went on to thank ‘our gallant trips group’ and asked for volunteers to take over this 
task since Jennie O’Kane, Jo Baverstock, Nicola Stoate, Debbie Temperton and Mary Coventry have decided to step down. Sara 
asked that volunteers to organise trips for 2023 should contact her. She then thanked Brian Marshall, for his invaluable support 
which was also followed by a round of applause. She introduced the Committee members and thanked each of them before 
reporting on the increased collaboration between the Society and the Museum. Sara thanked Ric Swann for his work organising the 
commemorative plaque to Edward Cockey, his foundry and family and thanked Sue Latham and Mary Canale for helping Ric 
organise restoration of the remaining Cockey lamps in Frome. Additionally, Sara thanked Mike Hobbs who has resigned as Vice Chair 
and Trustee and to him and Paul Truscott for their continued work organising the distribution of Contact and to all the distributors. 
 
She then made two announcements: firstly, the need to increase subscription rates from January 2023 to £15 for an individual and 
£20 for a couple. Life membership to £150 for an individual and £200 for a couple and for non-members to attend a lecture the 
price will rise from £3 to £5. Secondly, members will be required to pay their subscriptions by the end of March. Additionally, it will 
be assumed that if the Society has an email address for you your Contact will be delivered electronically unless you state otherwise.  
 
Apologies:  Apologies were received from Alastair MacLeay, Marie-Louise MacLeay, Bob Cuzner, Ruth Angel, Wendy Harwood, John 
Hyde, Ewart Baldwin, Angela Bowen, Kate Yeates, Gina Tay, Kevin Tingay, Glynis Tingay, Mike Hobbs, Ann Hobbs, Mike Brooke, 
Andrea Brooke and Jackie McKee. 
 
2021 Minutes:  Their adoption was proposed by Julian Watson seconded by Bill Lowe and adopted unanimously. 
 
Matters Arising:  Solicitor, Chris Hare has provided advice regarding the rewording of the Constitution. Brian Marshall highlighted 
the proposed changes to the wording of the Constitution which was previously published in the Spring/Summer edition of Contact. 
Their adoption was proposed by Bill Lowe and seconded by Anne Harrington. Towards the end of the meeting, Chris Hare pointed 
out to the Committee that these changes had to be put to a vote amongst members present. This was done and they were 
approved unanimously. 
 
Treasurer’s Report:  The Treasurer’s report had been circulated previously.  Its adoption was proposed by Marjorie Morris, seconded 
by Jo Baverstock and adopted unanimously. 
 
Secretary’s Report:  There was no Secretary’s report due to the post being held as an honorary position by Pat Eames. 
Administration is undertaken by Lorraine Johnson. 
 
Membership:  The membership report had been circulated previously.  The adoption of the report was proposed by Blanche Farley, 
seconded by Marjorie Morris and adopted unanimously.  
 
Frome and District Civic Society:  Pat Smith delivered her report which had also been circulated previously.  The adoption of her 
report was proposed by Bill Lowe and seconded by Julian Watson. 
 
Election of Chairman: Julian Watson briefly took the chair to undertake the nomination of Sara Morris as Chair and thanked her for 
her work done thus far in the role. Her election was proposed by Anne Harrington and seconded by Judith Macarthur and adopted 
unanimously.  Sara Morris then explained that she would be happy to stand for another year but wishes for another person to take 
over the role after that time. 
 
Election of Existing Trustees: Richard Swann, Patricia Eames, Paul Truscott, Sara Morris, Brian Marshall, Bob Cuzner and Patricia 
Smith.  
 
Election of those nominated proposed by Theresa Clark, seconded by Blanche Farley and adopted unanimously. Election of New 
Trustee: David Lassman proposed by Theresa Clark, seconded by Blanche Farley and adopted unanimously. 
 
Election of Committee Members: Existing Committee members: Vice Chair – David Lassman, Hon. Secretary – Patricia Eames, 
Treasurer – Brian Marshall, Membership Secretary – Liz Corfield, Chair of Civic Society – Pat Smith, Museum representative – Jennie 
O’Kane, Photography and liaison – Paul Truscott, Bob Cuzner, Ric Swann, Mick Davis. The election, en bloc, of those nominated was 
proposed by Blanche Farley, seconded by Theresa Clark and adopted unanimously. 
 
Any other business: Chris Hare reminded the Committee of the need to vote on changes in wording of the Constitution (see above). 

 
 



Chair’s Report 
As I have written a long report for the main Contact report I am writing a shorter one here for the AGM on Saturday 
18th March 2023. 
 
As I explained in my other report I am standing down as Chair. 
 
I am pleased to report that we have one excellent nomination from David Lassman, the Society’s vice chair, but would 
welcome any other nominations either for chair or to serve on the Committee. May I remind you that any nominations 
need to be lodged with our Administrator, Lorraine Johnson, at email address lorraine.fsls@gmail.com at least 24 
hours before the AGM. 
 
I just want to register my thanks to the members of the Committee, especially Brian Marshall, the treasurer and Liz 
Corfield for her excellent work and willing enthusiasm. She is not only membership secretary but is also organising the 
Society's annual festival talk and is helping Pat Smith and Mick  Davis to  compile the impressive Cruse Atlas,  which 
Society Members can still buy at discount price until the end of January. Mick superbly edits the Yearbook and looks 
after the Society publications, Pat Smith is chair of the Civic Society and David Lassman is our publicity officer. 
 
Thanks go to Bob Cuzner, chair of Frome Heritage Museum, and a Society Trustee. The Museum has generously 
opened its doors to the Society and allowed us to store our publications and archive material in the basement and to 
have our meetings here. The warm relationship between the two organisations is something I value very much. 
 
The other committee members contribute their wisdom and experience and over the years have given excellent 
service. Please see my Contact report for details of Pat Eames’, Paul Truscott’s and Jennie O’Kane’s contributions. 
 
I shall miss my daily involvement with the Society but know I leave it in good hands to continue to give you, members, 
the excellent service you have learnt to expect from the Frome Society for Local Study.   
Sara Morris, Chair  
  
Secretary’s Report 
There was a full year of well-attended committee meetings, trips and lectures.  
Lorraine Johnson, Administrator 
 
Treasurer's Report 
The value of our investments fell over the year by £6,524 from £81,301 to £74,777 which was in line with the Stock 
Market overall. Their value is over £1,000 higher than it was at 31st December 2020.  Publication sales at £1,875 were 
lower than in previous years but we have to remember that we did not publish any new titles. Expenditure for the 
year exceeded income by £1,929 but I am hopeful that the increase in membership subscriptions approved at the 
March 2022 AGM will mean we will break even in the future.     
Brian Marshall, Treasurer 
 
Membership Report 
Society membership continues to rise. At the time of writing this (December 2022) there are 472 members, including 
81 life members. The Society was happy to bestow Honorary Life Membership on 3 long standing members of the 
Committee, who have now stood down from their commitments or resigned from the committee. These are Pat 
Eames, Jennie O’Kane and Paul Truscott who between them have notched up an amazing 65 years. Sadly we have 
been informed of the deaths of 11 members this year: David Dowding, Margaret Hillman, Sylvia Hodges, Joan Pippet, 
Susan Rands, Pamela Ridley, Malcolm Rouse, Mrs S Strong, Elaine Summerford, Brenda White and Elizabeth Wilson. 
Liz Corfield, Membership Secretary 
 
Frome and District Civic Society 
The Civic Society continues to review and submit comments on planning and listed building applications in the Frome 
area. Many thanks as ever to planning panel members Phil Gryce, Rebecca Harrison, Jean Lowe, John Peverley, and 
Richard Swann. Most of the 300 or so local applications involve individual buildings, but the majority of our resources 
have been taken up with major developments including two separate applications for the Saxonvale site, multiple 
housing schemes south of Keyford, and the proposal for 1700 homes at ‘Selwood Garden Community’. The failure of 
Mendip District Council to update its Local Plan has left Frome exposed to speculative proposals that would have a 
significant impact on the town’s future sustainability. MDC will cease to exist in April 2023, when Somerset Council 
comes into being, so we will be dealing with a new unitary authority. 
Pat Smith, Chair, Frome and District Civic Society 



Frome Society for Local Study and Frome and District Civic Society 

   

                                              ANNUAL ACCOUNTS FOR 2022 

                                                          BALANCE SHEET 

           

                                                                          31December 2022                31 December 2021   

Capital Employed                                                            £                                         £ 

     Investments at Valuation                                              74,777                                 81,301 

     Current Assets                                              

     Publications                                                      3,310                                   3,150 

     Computer Equipment      152           227         

     Cash at Bank                                                   33,096                                 31,705 

                                                                             36,558                                 35,082 

Deduct Current Liabilities 

     Advance Tickets Feb 2023 Trip                          720      

     Advance Cruse Atlas Subscriptions                 2,525                                               

                                     - 

                                                                                            33,313                                35,082 

                                                                                          108,090                              116,383 

 

Represented by 

               Accumulated Fund Brought Forward                116,383                              112,964 

               Loss/Gain of income over expenditure                (8,293)                                 3,419 

                                                                                           108,090                              116,383 

 

                       

                                             INCOME AND EXPENDITURE ACCOUNT 

Income 

      Subscriptions                                                    4,350                                  4,012 

      Outings, Lectures and Events                           6,588                                  3,011 

      Publications                                                      1,875                                  2,189 

      Gift Aid                                                               629                                     752 

      Interest                                                                 _ 0__                                  228 

                                                                                             13,442                                 10,192 

Expenditure   

     Outings, Lectures and Events                             8,300                                  5,258 

     Publications                                                        1,243                                  1,950 

     Author’s Fees                                                        300                                     300 

     Year Book                                                          1,494                                  1,600 

     Administration                                                   1,134                                  1,074 

     Subscriptions                                                         568                                     568 

     Donations and Grants                                                0                                  1,000 

     Professional Fees                                                2,100                                  2,575 

     Depreciation – new laptop          76                                      76 

     Cockey’s Plaque           60            455  

     Insurance                                                                 96                                     204 

                                                                                             15,371                               15,060 

                                                                                             (1,929)                               (4,868) 

    

   Revaluation of Publications                                        160                                    640 

   Loss/Gain on Revaluation of Investments                        (6,524)                                7,647  

   Deficiency/Surplus                                                            (8,293)                                3,419                       

    

 

 


